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Hong Wang
makes history
by winning
Fields Medal
TE——

he Fields Medal — one of the top
T honours in mathematics — for

2026 was awarded to Yu Deng,
John Pardon, Jacob Tsimerman, and Hong
Wang. The Medal is awarded every four
years and recognises important
contributions to mathematics research by
people who are younger than 40 at the
time they receive it.

Of this year’s laureates, Wang has
become the third woman towinthe g
Medal in its 90-year history, after Maryam
Mirzakhani (2014) and Maryna Viazovska
(2022). Wang and Deng are also the first
Chinese nationals to win since Shing-Tung
Yau in 1982.

Deng, currently a professor of
mathematics at the University of Chicago,
solved one part of a problem that the
German mathematician David Hilbert had
in a list of problems that will define the
20th century. In the course of this work,
together with Zaher Hani and Xiao Ma,
Deng also built some of the strongest

Wang is the third woman to win
the Medal in its 90-year history;
the first was won by Maryam
Mirzakhani in 2014; Wang and
Deng are also the first Chinese
nationals to win since 1982

bridges to date between the physics we
can observe - like water flowing down a
stream — and the mathematics that is
supposed to explain it, like the rules
governing how individuals particles
bounce off each other.

Pardon solved a 30-year-old problem —
on the distortion of knots— while still an
undergraduate student at Princeton,
winning the Morgan Prize for it in 2012,
and got his Ph.D. from Stanford in 2015
under Yakov Eliashberg. Like Eliashberg,
Pardon works in symplectic geometry:
mathematics used to describe how
physical systems move, e.g. how a rock
rolls down a hill or how planets orbit
stars. He won the Fields Medal for solving
the 20-year-old MNOP conjecture, about
counting the number of curves on
complicated geometric shapes called
Calabi-Yau 3-folds.

Born in 1991 in Guangxi, Wang entered
Peking University to study earth and
space sciences at 16 years and switched to
mathematics a year later. Currently a
professor at the Courant Institute, Wang
has been feted for solving the
three-dimensional Kakeya conjecture
with Joshua Zahl. Say a needle is lying on
a flat surface. What's the least amount of
area you'd need to be able to rotate it so
that, at some point, it points in every
possible direction? Mathematicians
figured out the answer on a flat surface
but the 3D problem was so hard that it
lacked a full solution for half a century.
Wang and Zahl published their 127-page
solution in 2025.

Born in 1988 in Russia, Tsimerman
moved along with his family to Israel in
1990 and to Toronto in 19g§. Tsimerman’s
work lies at the intersection of gumber
theory (the study of whole numbers and
their properties) and algebraic geometry
(using geometric shapes to understand
equations). Early in his career, he helped
prove the André-Oort conjecture with
Jonathan Pila and Ananth Shankar,
winning the SASTRA Ramanujan Prize in
2015.

In his Fields Medal-winning work,
Tsimerman found ways to apply a tool
called o-minimality from the field of
mathematical logic in algebraic geometry
and number theory, and proved Griffith’s
conjecture.

On the day his Fields Medal was
announced, Tsimerman announced he
would be joining the Safety Research
group at OpenAl

28J7. Hong Wang makes
history by winning Fields
Medal

BI9T aTer & BIegd ASH SATaa

sfaera W@l

e The Fields Medal — one of
the top honours in math :
for 2026 was awarded (o Yu Deng;

John Pardon, Jacob Tsimerman,

and dong Wang.
Hezq Azd — Y 10 & Fafea

FFATA & T TP § — a¥ 2026 & forw
g dar, it e, S Fexwareter 3R
gieT arer &l yareT o arm|

e The Medal is awarded every

four vears and recognises important
contributions to mathematics

research by people who are younger
than 40 at the time they receive it.

Ig Yoo Tcdeh TR a¥ & ver fhar
SATAT § 2T 3 TS it o THT 40
T§ § FA Y F AT Ga™T
fOrerer srereree o T 1w Ageaqot
TITETAT T AeTAT J&TeT HIAT & |

e Of this year’s laureates,

Wang has become the third woman

to win the Medal in its 90-year

history, after Maryam Mirzakhani

14) and Maryna Viazovska
(2022).

T A & REHR RSt & g, 90

ity 3faer 7 Pregd Asd IIed el aTell A AfeT 51 915 §, o uger Aalas fAsiars
(2014) 3R ARET SATSASEHT (2022) TE TFATT WIecl T bl ¢ |

e Wang and Deng are also the first Chinese nationals to win since Shing-Tung Yau i

1982.

79T 3R T, 1982 3 RIT-GIT A3 & o1, BIegd ASe TS HYY AT T et AR 881 T

o Deng, currently a professor of mathematics at the University of Chicago, solved one part
of a problem that the German mathematician David Hilbert had in a list of problems that will

define the 20th century.

FAATT # IfATRIE 1w Rma 37 fore & NFAT o1 77 37 FATAT & Uah $197 T WA foar
o Sroer aTforarsr 31s fyeard o 3o7 worermatt oy gt 3 enfier foram ar St 204 araredy 1

|

IR e aTell AT 315 2|

e In the course of this work, together with Zaher Hani and Xiao Ma, Deng also built some of the
strongest bridges to date between the physics we can observe — like water flowing down a
stream — and the mathematics that is supposed to explain it, like the rules governing how
individual particles bounce off each other.

&g B & aRTeT, ART &1+ 3R RIAT3T AT & A1 TR a7 7 YeheT T F ST ST Gehod aTell
mﬁ—m%mwﬁmgmm—amﬁmﬁmm—éﬂmwﬁ%
WRER THTA & fATd — & A 319 Toh & T8 TUFA T4l A § F& T fohe
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FIELDS MEDAL 2026

ONE OF THE HIGHEST HONOURS IN MATHEMATICS . |
{, ¥} AWARDED TO FOUR OUTSTANDING MATHEMATICIANS == "

| ® The Fields Medal is awarded every four years,
@ |t recognizes important contributions to mathematics research by individuals younger than 40 years
at the time of receiving It
@ Of this year's laureates, Hong Wang has become the third woman to win the Medal in its 90-year history,
after Maryam Mirzakhani (2014) and Maryna Viazovska (2022)

YU DENG T HONG WANG

S S
Known for breakthroughs I Recognized for his work

“ i Awarded for her work in
@ etric analysis and 3 in du"erenuai 0 ’ con!nmﬂSns to number & geometric analysis,
solution To the Hodge d CHTATn theory

and eometnc :mal SIS ‘ theory and arithmetic jon theory and
conjecture, of protems geometry. mean curvature flow.

@ AWARDED EVERY FOUR YEARS | @ ABOUT THE FIELDS MEDAL  |( x HONG WANG - A HISTORIC WIN

The F':‘ds Medal has be;" 3:'““’“ ® Often described a5 the “Nobel Prize in Mathematics”. | Hong Wang is the THIRD WOMAN
every four years si : - .
i u y ) S @ Conferred by the Interational Mathematical to win the Fields Medal in its
it recognizes important Union (IMU). 90-year his !ory
contributions in mathematics g
by individuals younger than @ First awarded in 1936,

40 years at the time they ® Honours outstanding and deeply influentisi l % M H «l‘\ .
g - 2 i

receive it. work in mathematics,

PREVIOUS WOMEN FIELDS MEDAL LAUREATES

| Maryam Mizakhuni Maryna Vierovska
By Fioxt woman 19 win Aovrded for by work
) Me Felds Medal = phere pecking,
Known for b wark 20 - mchxting the resoistion
Tehmidier theory and of the Kaghy conjectune
gesmatry of Rigmnn & Smersionm.

CELEBRATING MATHEMATICAL BRILLIANCE

ywledge Inspirin jenearations

e Pardon solved a 30-year-old problem — on the distortion of knots — while still an
undergraduate student at Princeton, winning the Morgan Prize for it in 2012, and got his
Ph.D. from Stanford in 2015 under Yakov Eliashberg.

qﬁﬁhﬁﬁmmwﬁyuﬁﬁﬁmﬁm% Y T FHEAT T
FaTUTE fohaT, foraes faT 37 2012 # Alfe QR A, 7UT 37gi 2015 & 1T TFAFRETT
& forderet & Tl & dreer. 3. gred 6|

e Like Eliashberg, Pardon works in symplectic geometry: mathematics used to describe how
physical systems move, e.g. how a rock rolls down a hill or how planets orbit stars.

vforamereaT 1 HIfa, IS RAFcafdes safafa & 89 7 #1F ad §, S g Tod & forgenr
39T Jg afoTd Fel o Torw forar STaT & o sifaes gomferar & arfaar gidh 8, o1 FIs el
TETST & & TGehcll ¢ AT UG ART hT TRShAT hll A ¢ |

e He won the Fields Medal for solving the 20-year-old MNOP conjecture, about counting the
number of curves on complicated geometric shapes called Calabi-Yau 3-folds.
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3ogiel FeATdI-ATS 3-FIeTH ATHS SATCel SAMHT IR IAT TR ThT T HEAT T 0T § FEdT
20 ¥ QAT MNOP IR dT ST FHATETT el & foIT hregd Hse gred fhaT|

e Bornin 1991 in Guangxi, Wang entered Peking University to study earth and space
sciences at 16 years and switched to mathematics a year later.

1991 # Fr3Taelt A Siealt aiaT =¥ 16 T hY 3Ty & Afar Rreafdezrery & gedht var siafer e &1
3T IR fhar 3R veh a a1, AT fawar 7 TU=iiaRa g1 a1$ |

e Currently a professor at the Courant Institute, Wang has been feted for solving the three-
dimensional Kakeya conjecture with Joshua Zahl.

TAHATT 7 FE FEATT H BT 797 T SR AT o 1 oot - 3ramedt s afiameden
T HHATHT el & olT HFATTIT fRIT IRAT B

e Say aneedle is lying on a flat surface.
el ST 6 Tk F& ol FAcTel Telg W g |

e What's the least amount of area you’d need to be able to rotate it so that, at some point, it
points in every possible direction?

39 38 YR GAT o [T 7o fohdll Ga7 a8 Tcdeh Hanfad T & 3R Hevel Y, T w1l
fehcteT 8Tl ShY AT gIaf?

¢ Mathematicians figured out the answer on a flat surface but the 3D problem was so hard that
it lacked a full solution for half a century.

ITOTCT T o TS eI & ToIT SHeRT 3T AN < (o T, o] PY-3ramelt Foem goiel avfoer o
T 3meft ercTedY ek SHeRT YOT FATUTH 3Uclsty LT &1 el

e Wang and Zahl published their 127-page solution in 2025.
a1eT 3R SATeT ¥ 37T 127 YT FT WHTUTST 2025 F Fh1TId foha

e Bornin 1988 in Russia, Tsimerman moved along with his family to Israel in 1990 and to
Toronto in 1996.

1988 H T H STo A fcHaRas 379« URaR & AT 1990 H SIS dUT 1996 H EReY Tof 1T |

e Tsimerman’s work lies at the intersection of number theory (the study of whole numbers and
their properties) and algebraic geometry (using geometric shapes to understand equations).

ToHaTHT T st wear Rigeie (qut Tean3it aur 3ee ol &1 sreage) 3R fsha safafa
(FHIRTOT T FHSTA o [T SATAT TRt 6T 3uANeT) & HareA IR TR &1

e Early in his career, he helped prove the André-Oort conjecture with Jonathan Pila and
Ananth Shankar, winning the SASTRA Ramanujan Prize in 2015.

YA IRIAS HRIT F 3oglel AT e 3R i AT & 1Y AT 311g-3¢ aRaeqer &1
ey 31 7 Teradn $1, 5w [T 3o 2015 # WREAT THRTSTT [ERR AT g3
e In his Fields Medal-winning work, Tsimerman found ways to apply a tool called o-minimality

from the field of mathematical logic in algebraic geometry and number theory, and proved
Griffith’s conjecture.

Sports Minister Mandaviya fetes 391 ‘ﬁ'@:ﬂ' AsH T GFATAT H H ToHFRHAT o IO dHAET
CWG bronze medallist Jhandu % &1 & o-minimality AT 3UHIOT T dihT safafa 3R aear
Rra & o] v & U @ier ar fafsy i afwevar w1 ey

o FELICITATION % fema|
oF

IWEAITH GAMES 2(

B — i 28J7. Sports Minister Mandaviya fetes CWG bronze
RS v e medallist Jhandu
s WO G . . . . . -
» “‘ Qo #7l AR o UseHET Al F HIET I5F Ao 373
| T m 1 FEAE

Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Monday felicitated

para-powerlifter Jnandu Kumar with a cash prize of 210 lakh for his I :
bronze medal-winning performance that opened India’s account at ® Sports Minister Mansukh MandaVIya on Monday

the Glasgow Commonwealth Games. The felicitation took place at felicitated para-powerlifter Jhandu Kumar with a cash prize of
———

the Minister’s residence in New Delhi.
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%10 lakh for his bronze medal-winning performance that opened India’s account at the
Glasgow Commonwealth Games.

@a:ﬁrmnﬁﬁmﬁmﬂaﬂﬁﬁvm maﬁmmﬁm@aﬁﬂm
ﬂmm.aﬁmmmﬁﬁmmha:mﬂowaﬁmwmwm
e

e The felicitation took place at the Minister’s residence in New Delhi.

g GFATT ARG A% feel FEua w7t & 3mamy ) 3mafaa fovar )

Gyaneshwari finishes with
silver after a gripping duel

The Indian comes second best to Nigerian Didih in 53kg event despite successfully completing all

her attempts; the latter secures the gold after setting both Commonwealth and Games records
[ )

C'WEALTH GAMES

GLASGOW

here hadn’t been a
T more gripping
weightlifting con-

test at the Glasgow Com-
monwealth Games here
than the women’s 53kg
event on Monday.

In a battle that went
right down to the final lift,
Nigeria’s Onome Omolola
Didih edged out India’s
Gyaneshwari Yadav to
claim the gold medal.

Gyaneshwari lifted a to-
tal of 199kg, while Didih
produced a total of 206kg
— both a Commonwealth
and Games record. The Ni-
gerian also rewrote the re-
cord books in the indivi-
dual lifts, establishing both
Commonwealth and
Games records in the
snatch (93kg) and clean
and jerk (113kg).

Gyaneshwari had pro-
duced a flawless perfor-
mance by successfully
completing all her at-
tempts with remarkable
composure and precision.

The duel reached its cli-
max in the clean and jerk.
Gyaneshwari opened with
a successful 103kg lift,
while Didih responded
with 105. In the second
round, the former confi-

Makmg a big impression: Gyaneshwari bagged asilverin her maiden Games PTI

dently cleared 107, only for
the latter stay ahead with
110.

With  the pressure
mounting, Gyaneshwari
raised the bar to 111 for her
final attempt and nailed it,
drawing loud cheers from
the crowd.

Didih, however, replied
with an outstanding lift of
113 to seal the gold medal
in dramatic fashion.

The moment she com-
pleted the winning lift, the
22-year-old waved to the

spectators before turning
towards the television
cameras and shaking her
head in celebration.

Didih established her as
one of Africa’s leading lif-
ters by winning the 55 kg
gold in the African cham-
pionships in Moka, Mauri-
tius, last year. Later in
2025, she also won the
Commonwealth  cham-
pionships in Ahmedabad
in 53kg. With the gold
here, Didih has firmly esta-
blished herself as the pre-

and Games record.
FAREd & el 199 FRIT 6 3orar, STeieh f2f¥E o Fef 206 AT HR 3o Fidadey 3R ey
Rep1s gt Tu1fid fovu
e The Nigerian also rewrote the record books in the individual lifts, establishing both
Commonwealth and Games records in the snatch (93kg) and clean and jerk (113kg).

AR TS o Safebeiaret ferret & ot ReplS gectenr seer &1 3R Tt (93 forvam) cam Feller
TS ST (113 fFam) 7 sraadey 3R A7 Reprg Tafa fFu)

e Gyaneshwari had produced a flawless performance by successfully completing all her
attempts with remarkable composure and precision.

TR

mier lifter in  the
Commonwealth.
Earlier, Gyaneshwari

was on a roll in the snatch
series, comfortably clear-
ing 82, 85 and 88kg. Those
effortless lifts suggested
she was well poised for the
clean and jerk.

But Didih was a different
beast altogether. Every
challenge  Gyaneshwari
posed, Didih answered
with an even bigger lift,
staying one step ahead
throughout the contest.

28J7. Gyaneshwari finishes
with silver after a gripping
duel

UATTF FHEA & 915 ATE
A T 9g SArdr

e There hadn’t been a more
gripping weightlifting contest at
the Glasgow Commonwealth
Games here than the women’s
53kg event on Monday.

g1 FAAICY AFF H HHAIR
I AT Afgenait S 53 R Faut
T 31Tk AT ARl FhTaer
HIS LT AT

e In a battle that went right
down to the final lift, Nigeria’s
Onome Omolola Didih edged out

India’s Gyaneshwari Yadav to
claim the gold medal.

3ifasr foroe o T FEa &7
ATSSIRET #Y A Aarer Beg
HRT HT ARG ATeT T HAFHA AT
 GUHT T UG i fordT|

e Gyaneshwari lifted a total of
199kq, while Didih produced a total
of 206kg — both a Commonwealth

——

AT A Seol@eAT FIH IR FEHAT & ATY 3= T T FheraTqaeh R A fAehy geeka
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e The duel reached its climax in the clean and jerk.
Ig 1 ﬁhﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁﬂqu’gﬂl

e Gyaneshwari opened with a successful 103kg lift, while Didih responded with 105.
AR A Thel 103 fran farwre & ar e3it 1, STafeh f2f8e ¥ 105 franm 3o Sfar fear|

¢ In the second round, the former confidently cleared 107, only for the latter stay ahead with

110.

GER W33 & Tl TTSY o ITcATARETE o A1 107 i 3o, olfehet g@y f@eims) aF 110

33T S¢d JeATT 3dT |

e With the pressure mounting, Gyaneshwari raised the bar to 111 for her final attempt and
nailed it, drawing loud cheers from the crowd.

el 961 TR ARG o 39 3T TR o ToIT $1R sgrehe 111 fFarm fovam 3R 38 ahoeldrgds

Bindyarani’s
bronze
adds to
India’s haul

g. !ee! !l!!vasan

GLASGOW

India’s Bindyarani Devi set-
tled for bronze in the wo-
men’s 58kg weightlifting
event with a total lift of
199kg. The 27-year-old,
who won silver in the 55kg
category at the previous
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham, could not re-
produce that form here,
even as Nigeria’s Rafiatu
Folashade Lawal claimed
gold (229kg).

The Indian lifted 83kg,
85kg and 87kg in snatch,
followed by a best of 112kg
in clean & jerk.

Lawal, the reigning
Commonwealth  Games
champion (59kg), broke
three records on her way
to the title. She lifted 103kg
in snatch, a Common-
wealth and Games record,
before clearing 126kg in
clean & jerk, also a Games
record. Her total of 229kg
was a new Games record.

Bindyarani. GETTY IMAGES

33T U geiehl T SIRER drfera qeil|
e Didih, however, replied with an outstanding lift of 113 to seal the gold
medal in dramatic fashion.

gTeilter f3f3g o 113 foRam &1 AeAeR fovre SeTTeRY AT 3ieTol & FqOT Ueeh 379

13 & ferm|

e The moment she completed the winning lift, the 22-year-old waved to the
spectators before turning towards the television cameras and shaking her head in
celebration.

SO € 38 fasTe fovre ot Y, 22 i RaesT & eefifaster ot 1 3R 73+ 3R
T H FAX feoe & ygel aefent &1 3ifRarest fora|

e Didih established her as one of Africa’s leading lifters by winning the 55
kg gold in the African championships in Moka, Mauritius, last year.

oo I ATehT, AR F AT 3hEhT ARFSAT 7 55 fFam Taof yea shiast
338 o Ta it 3T Y 3raroft sTRYeTereRT A T e

e Laterin 2025, she also won the Commonwealth championships in
Ahmedabad in 53kg.

g1 & 2025 H 397 AgHCEIE & 3Afoid 53 fram FrAaaded I fa=rfag of Shdh

e With the gold here, Didih has firmly established herself as the premier
lifter in the Commonwealth.

5T Taof Ugeh Siiasl & I 312 & Ta3 1 siAadey F ¥ yRAeF & & F
FSTC & TS 1 forar B

e Earlier, Gyaneshwari was on a roll in the snatch series, comfortably
clearing 82, 85 and 88kg.

sﬂ@%ﬁmaﬂﬁﬁamﬁemw%mg 82, 85 3iiX 88 fahaIT 3T
¥ 3a|

e Those effortless lifts suggested she was well poised for the clean and jerk.
ST Taot farvet  Habel el 2k Folel U o 3 1T O g e off

e ButDidih was a different beast altogether.
olfehet 2f2e oot rerer T 1 sy ot

e Every challenge Gyaneshwari posed, Didih answered with an even bigger
lift, staying one step ahead throughout the contest.

ARl A St o el &, B3 o 30 ot 9 favre STt STaTe e ik ¥
FHRIT H Ueh heH 3T Fa1T T |

28J7. Bindyarani’s bronze adds to India’s haul

AR & FIET g F 7RG F g Hr vel F g fwa

¢ India’s Bindyarani Devi settled for bronze in the women’s 58kg
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weightlifting event with a total lift of 199kg.
AR Y Fferamre 3t o aAfganait Hir 58 fram smiwtersr Twet & ol 199 fFam R 3oTRt FiET
e 379 AT TR

e The 27-year-old, who won silver in the 55kg category at the previous Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham, could not reproduce that form here, even as Nigeria’s Rafiatu
Folashade Lawal claimed gold (229kg).

27 iy fSfearmEh, Gl afdfasw 7 3mafora Rod sadader a7=7 1 55 fFar Tout & &a
UG ST AT, FET 3T TEUeT T SIET 76T Hehl, ST Teh ATGSINRAT T IHAT BISATRS AT o 229

R & @ryr Tt g S|

e The Indian lifted 83kg, 85kg and 87kg in snatch, followed by a best of 112kg in clean &

jerk.

AR QST & Tt 7 83 fhaI, 85 T 31T 87 fohaIm IR 31T, T a1, Felldl U8 ST &
AT AANSS YT 112 fRaIm &)

e Lawal, the reigning Commonwealth Games champion (59kg), broke three records on her
way to the title.

AT, S HAlorer Fiaadey dFw AT (59 fram) €, A e Sas & et e Rals ats

Ayl

e She lifted 103kg in snatch, a Commonwealth and Games record, before clearing 126kg in
clean & jerk, also a Games record.

3egial T 7 103 fRaT $1R 33191 PiAAdeY 3R A7 RS 97131, 3% 91 Fellel US A
126 AT R 31T T 3R e Nais T2nfoa fmam)

e Her total of 229kg was a new Games record.

Bitter-sweet silver for
Raja; no stopping Aznil
W try. And in clean and jerk,

GLASGOW

Throughout his interaction
with the Indian media on
Sunday night after winning
silver medal in the men’s
65kg weightlifting event of
the Commonwealth Games
at the Scottish Event Cam-
pus, Raja Muthupandi re-
mained glum.

Rated by Indian head
coach Vijay Sharma as one
of the country’s bright me-
dal prospects, the Tamil
Nadu lifter finished with a
total of 286kg, 13kg behind
Malaysia’s Muhamad Aznil
Bin Bidin. Aznil clinched
his third successive gold at
the quadrennial event with
a Games record of 299kg.

The 26-year-old Raja,
son of a truck loader and
an employee of Southern
Railway, never looked at
his best. He successfully
completed only two of the
six attempts — 126kg in
snatch and 160 in clean
and jerk.

In the snatch series, Ra-
ja failed to clear 126 in his
first and 129 in the third

Raja couldn’t assert him-
self as he failed again in the
first (158kg) and third (170)
attempts.

In contrast, Aznil pro-
duced a flawless display,
setting Games records in
the snatch (133), clean and
jerk (166) and total.

Raja did not shy away
from admitting his disap-
pointment. “My (Indian
team) coach Vijay Sharma
believed 1 could give my
best for the gold. But I
couldn’t deliver,” he said.

Expectations were high
after his National record-
breaking performance at
the Nationals in Modinagar
in February, where he lift-
ed a total of 302kg (130 in
snatch and 172 in clean &
jerk).

He had finished sixth on
his Commonwealth Games
debut at Gold Coast in 2018
before an injury ruled him
out of the Birmingham
Games in 2022. Returning
to the Commonwealth
stage after an eight-year
gap, Raja finally earned his
first medal at the Games.

JefehT el 229 Fhanm o7 o7 A1ew Rl 57|

28J7. Bitter-sweet silver for Raja; no stopping
Aznil

TSt % T HoT-Fzar Wod IeF; rstforer Y Nefel @I
ArgATRT

S

e Throughout his interaction with the Indian media on
Sunday night after winning silver medal in the men's 65kg
weightlifting event of the Commonwealth Games at the
Scottish Event Campus, Raja Muthupandi remained glum.

THITCA FaC FIW H AT ACHSA Well T TES1 T 65
e AR T H T 96 Siide & a1g WAaR I
AR HFFIT A STt & R T FYUiE 3e fewrs f&u|

e Rated by Indian head coach Vijay Sharma as one of
the country's bright medal prospects, the Tamil Nadu lifter
finished with a total of 286kg, 13kg behind Malaysia's Muhamad
Aznil Bin Bidin.

HRAT HET e Fasra AT gary ¢er 1 o7Q Yeeh 37 7 &
Teh HI Sl dTel TS & TR Teeh & el 286 fhellarma 8k
3oTT, ST #AATRIAT & Fgwwe Iroifare faet fafesr & 13 fream wa
|

e Aznil clinched his third successive gold at the
guadrennial event with a Games record of 299kg.
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IAfA 7 299 fFaane & Ay NFE F Ty 57 IR auifT ufafErar & aemar 3raer e
FqOT g STl

The 26-year-old Raja, son of a truck loader and an employee of Southern Railway, never
looked at his best.

26 F¥tT [T, S Toh g AIST & I & 3R WGt Ted & AU §, 39 HIASS Fedlel & o
STer 3T

He successfully completed only two of the six attempts — 126kg in snatch and 160kg in
clean and jerk.

3oglel B YA H U Hd el &Y T TheldTae QU fhar—Fe 7 126 et 3K e vs o1&
# 160 fFeaar|

In the snatch series, Raja failed to clear 126kg in his first and 129kg in the third try.
AT AW H TSI 391 Tgol T H 126 et iR e v # 129 fFelamT 91 3o/ #

3w &

And in clean and jerk, Raja couldn't assert himself as he failed again in the first (158kg) and
third (170kg) attempts.

3R FelleT U 51k 7 3 ST WG AGT OIS Teh, FAITH I Tgel (158 franarmaT) 3R e (170
fReerme) v 7 o 3w @

In contrast, Aznil produced a flawless display, setting Games records in the snatch (133kg),
clean and jerk (166kg) and total.

5T TAqd, rAferer =¥ QMAER Te2ied I §UFAT (133 fohearman), FelleT U3 1 (166
et 3R Fo aR—cat 7 A5w ReiE s |

Raja did not shy away from admitting his disappointment.

TSTT o 39T foRTRIT THPR el T TRt oTal [hdT|

“‘My (Indian team) coach Vijay Sharma believed | could give my best for the gold. But |
couldn't deliver,” he said.

3egiel T, “BX (IR EH) & g AT AT 1 faeara 4t o6 7 Taot yge & forw 31qar
HEASS Ferelel o Hehell §, Wifhet # THT AGT X FehT|”

Expectations were high after his National record-breaking performance at the Nationals in
Modinagar in February, where he lifted a total of 302kg (130kg in snatch and 172kg in
clean & jerk).

WEd H AR F 3AST T AR 7 I Reis dis arer 9geid & a6 309
hTthT 3FHIE oY, STET Swgiet ot 302 FFeltamme (Foar 3 130 faraiamer 3tk Feller vg o1& 7 172
RN 3R 37T AT

He had finished sixth on his Commonwealth Games debut at Gold Coast in 2018 before an
injury ruled him out of the Birmingham Games in 2022.

3ol 2018 H Mo HIE ASTHSH Well I Y YSTIUT I BST TYTT UTed fohaT T, ifeha e &
HROT T 2022 SfFHGH el 7 HART 61 of Tl

Returning to the Commonwealth stage after an eight-year gap, Raja finally earned his first
medal at the Games.

TS TN & AT & 16 ASCHSH Well oh HT I AIC AT o 3l Fof Wl H 37911 Igell IGh
Sir feram|
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Esha guns down gold, Manu
wins bronze in 25m pistol

The 21-year-old registers 40 hits to seal the crown while the Paris 2024 double Olympic-medallist

fights through a tense shoot-off to finish with 28 hits as the two make it a double podium for India

SHOOTING

Press Trust of India
HANGZHOU

sha Singh grabbed
E the gold by upstag-

ing Olympic-medal-
list Manu Bhaker, who took
the bronze to complete a
double-podium finish for
India in the women’s 25m
pistol event of the ISSF
World Cup (Rifle/Pistol/
Shotgun) here on Monday.

The 2l-year-old Esha
produced a commanding
display in the final, regis-
tering 40 hits to seal the
gold medal.

On the other hand, Paris
2024 double Olympic-me-
dallist Manu  fought
through a highly competi-
tive field, winning a crucial
shoot-off before finishing
with 28 hits to secure
bronze.

China’s Yueyue Zhang
won silver with 37 hits. Ma-
nu topped the qualifying

On the podium: Yueyue, Esha, and Manu pose for a picture.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

standings with an out-
standing score of 586-20x,
closely followed by Esha in
second place with 585-18x
to comfortably advance to

the eight-shooter final. Ra-
hi Sarnobat posted 582-
16x, while Simranpreet
Kaur Brar (576-20x) and
Abhidnya Ashok Patil (573-

16x) delivered steady per-
formances competing un-
der Ranking Points Only
(RPO) status.

Reflecting on overcom-
ing the mental pressure fol-
lowing her record-setting
World Cup gold in Munich
earlier this season, Esha
said: “This match was very
pressure-riding for me be-
cause of the previous me-
dal I had.

“The better you get in
your event, the more you
feel that weight of prestige
you have to conquer. I'm
happy that I was able to get
past it today and grateful
that I had the ability to en-
dureit.”

Another landmark

The gold medal adds
another landmark achieve-
ment for Esha, who hails
from Hyderabad.

Earlier this season at the
ISSF World Cup in Munich,
Esha set both the senior
and junior world records
with 43 hits in the final.

28J7. Eshaguns down gold, Manu wins bronze in 25m pistol

g & e Faot, A F 25 Ae e # FEw e g1 B

e The 21-year-old registers 40 hits to seal the crown while Paris 2024 double Olympic-
medallist fights through a tense shoot-off to finish with 28 hits as the two make it a double
podium for India.

21 9T TR ¥ 40 f&e gof T TR 379y 1 fohaT, STt 9RA 2024 Hr gl 3T g
ﬁﬁmﬁﬂwewm#m&mﬁmzs%?mmwﬁmaﬂ?aﬁﬁﬁw
A 35 mtﬂ%ﬂﬂgﬁlﬁﬂﬁﬁ»—ml

M abbed the gold by upstaging Olympic-medallist Manu Bhaker, who took the
ronze to complete a double-podium finish for India in the women’s 25m pistol event of

the ISSF World Cup (Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun) here on Monday. ™

HIFGR FT TgT I oI ISSF faed 7 (Ewd/Rrcd/2nies) i Afgeanst #i 25 #dex Ree
FqeT 3 $or e ¥ el Teeh fastan A1 s 1 IS SIS T ¥t Teh A, STeifeh #ef
FIET TG T X ARG & foIw sael Nif3wer fefover giaafeaa |

e The 21-year-old Esha produced a commanding display in the final, registering 40 hits to
seal the gold medal.

21aﬁw§nﬁmﬁammmm§c4oi%zassrﬁwamﬁv'rmm?mmm|

e On the other hand, Paris 2024 double Olympic-medallist Manu fought through a highly
competitive field, winning a crucial shoot-off before finishing with 28 hits to secure bronze.
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a3, ﬂﬁvzoma?raﬁgfraﬂziﬁa?mﬁﬁmﬂgﬁaﬁmﬂwaﬁﬁwmgv
FEcaquT -3 Siiar 31X 28 e & 1Y FFT 9&F e fohar|

China’s Yueyue Zhang won silver with 37 hits.

e Y IF FHT A 37 e & A1y Tord g&H S

Manu topped the qualifying standings with an outstanding score of 586-20x, closely
followed by Esha in second place with 585-18x to comfortably advance to the eight-shooter
final.

He o 586-20x o AR FhI & AL FAIfA®IEar & MY Tt wree fohar, Siafeh §2T = 585-18x

o AT GERT TUT §THA Y IRTH A H1S feanaiarsil & wrgerer 7 gaer &

Rahi Sarnobat posted 582-16x, while Simranpreet Kaur Brar (576-20x) and Abhidnya
Ashok Patil (573-16x) delivered steady performances competing under Ranking Points
Only (RPO) status.

TE TIAET o 582-16x T THR FI1T, ST fAFTTHT HIR R (576-20x) 3R 3rffg=ar
AN qIfee (573-16x)  FHaer e 37w (RPO) Aoy 7 gfaeae e gu e geser |

Reflecting on overcoming the mental pressure following her record-setting World Cup
gold in Munich earlier this season, Esha said: “This match was very pressure-riding for me
because of the previous medal | had.

S8 T T 3T A FYfaw A 319 Rl a7t arek farea 9 Faof ggah o 91 AATAF gard W
IS ITeT T ATG; P T §RT =1 g, “Fg Feb1oTo 7 fIT Tgef g #7 AT FAfeh A I T8l §

Uch Yceh AUT|

e “The better you get in your event, the more you feel that weight of prestige you have to
conquer.

“3TT 391 3¢ H T SgaR 8 ST &, 3T &1 Il 39 FTASaT & GaTd ol Siidet T Tgard
gl &l

o I'm happy that | was able to get past it today and grateful that | had the ability to endure it.”
# g € o6 3T # 39 gara @ aTEY feher aTg 3R e € o AR o1 38 Tl Y A Al

Another landmark

T 3k e uafeyr

Veteran sports scribe
Jaswinder Sidhu

passes away

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Veteran sports journalist
Jaswinder Sidhu passed
away in a road accident on
Sunday night. He was 54.

In a career spanning de-
cades, Sidhu, always Jassi
to his friends, worked pri-
marily with Amar Ujala be-
fore branching out as an in-
dependent analyst.

A regular presence in
most press boxes across In-
dia and overseas, Sidhu al-
ways kept the travelling
press corps in good hu-
mour. He cracked one-lin-
ers, was helpful and forged
a kinship with many sports
writers, including those
hailing from Pakistan’s
Punjab and Sindh.

The Sports Journalists’

Jaswinder Sidhu.

Federation of India (SJFI)
expressed its profound
grief and sorrow over Sid-
hu’s demise. The Press
Club of India condoled Sid-
hu’s passing away through
a post on X. “His dedica-
tion to sports journalism,
unwavering professional-
ism and insightful report-
ing earned him immense
respect across the media
fraternity”.

e The gold medal adds another landmark achievement for
Esha, who hails from Hyderabad.

Ig Faut UG, $EUEIE hT Tga1 aroll $0T & foIv U 3 e
YT o7 T

e Earlier this season at the ISSF World Cup in Munich, Esha
set both the senior and junior world records with 43 hits in the
final.

3 T I BT H Ffa@ & AT ISSF faeg sy A gam ot
wIgeTer # 43 foe & ey Wferaw 3 spferaw R Rals &t v
Eayl

28J7. Veteran sports scribe Jaswinder Sidhu passes
away

aRvs e TahR STafaey ey #1 fave

e Veteran sports journalist Jaswinder Sidhu passed away
in aroad accident on Sunday night.
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aftss e THHR Fafde Ay #1 WAaR U v & geear & fous g arn|
e He was 54.
3eTehT Y 54 a¥ |

e |n a career spanning decades, Sidhu, always Jassi to his friends, worked primarily with
Amar Ujala before branching out as an independent analyst.

R oI 379 HRIR A Ry, fSiee 3a7eh AT Sl & A1 A Sl 3, o 7Ty &9 39
IATET & A1 Fr foRam 3R 918 7 v Fadd faeadwe® & &9 H HF X ol |

e Aregular presence in most press boxes across India and overseas, Sidhu always kept the
travelling press corps in good humour.

o 3R facelt & srfererer S aterat 7 AT & @ 3ufRua e arer Ry g amm ae
Tl 9AhRT T 3caTg 3R 3<oT Al s+ @d I

o He cracked one-liners, was helpful and forged a kinship with many sports writers, including
those hailing from Pakistan's Punjab and Sindh.

d IFE TA-ATZAT (FETT fEoTTOT) FX &, HeAN T o & 3R Segied 37eveh @l TapRI &
s HEY 1T, FSaTeT TIfhrEdre & gaia A R & 3 arel g9aR ot enfder 2|

e The Sports Journalists' Federation of India (SJFI) expressed its profound grief and sorrow
over Sidhu's demise.

TN FATAEeH BV 3T $TBAT (SIFI) 7 Ry F forerer o1 9767 g@ 3R e gt T
o The Press Club of India condoled Sidhu's passing away through a post on X.

U FAd A 3BAT A X 9T T iee & AreaH @ gy & frerer ox Al e

e “His dedication to sports journalism, unwavering professionalism and insightful reporting
earned him immense respect across the media fraternity.”

G TAHIRGT & FFeY SeTehl FHUCT, 31¢e SAT@ARAHAT 3R Feraerqor Rafér o 3¢ qu Afzar
ST H 3ca e FoAr feemar|”

GS Paper 1: Geography
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President-elect says Colombia will cut ties with Cuba, Nicaragua

Tregufa-faaifera o wer fF Frerferar agar i AERERT F gaer gATeT Fen

2837

With Houthi blockade on Saudi Arabia, Bab el-Mandeb returns to centre stage

HIEY I T gl ATkl o AT TTa-37eT-Hew Y g+ == & F A

President-elect says
Colombia will cut ties
with Cuba, Nicaragua

!gence !rﬂnce—!! €S5S¢

BOGOTA

Colombia’s hard-right Pre-
sident-elect Abelardo de la
Espriella vowed on Sunday
to break off diplomatic re-
lations with Cuba and Nica-
ragua when he takes office
on August 7.

Mr. De la Espriella said
he will also close 15 consu-
lates and 14 embassies in
countries including Alge-
ria, Barbados, Ethiopia,
Haiti, Hungary, Senegal
and South Africa.

“In my government,
there will be no ties with
tyrannies,” Mr. De la Es-
priella said in a social me-
dia post, referring to the
leftist governments of Cu-
ba and Nicaragua. Howev-

er, he said the decisions
“do not mean breaking off
diplomatic relations” with
the other countries.

“With the rest of the
countries and organiza-
tions, Colombia will main-
tain its international rela-
tions and will guarantee
attention for its nationals
through other engpassies,”
he said.

The  President-elect,
whose election campaign
centred on “iron fist” se-
curity policies, said closing
embassies would allow the
government to redirect
money to security.

Mr. De la Espriella an-
nounced plans to open an
embassy in Jerusalem in Ju-
ly as he seeks to restore ties
with Israel.

28J7. President-elect says Colombia will cut
ties with Cuba, Nicaragua

Tregafa-faaifara a wer & Frefaar g ik
fARIELaT & Wae wATCd FXI

e Colombia’s hard-right President-elect Abelardo de
la Espriella vowed on Sunday to break off diplomatic
relations with Cuba and Nicaragua when he takes office on
August 7.

Frefagr & gi@urgeft Iseafa-fAaifRa sraenst & ar viRvwer
IAGR F AIY o foh T 7 HTFA I IGHR TG e o §1G
FIET 3R FAFRIELAT & Ty T4 a8 FATed X & |

e Mr. De la Espriella said he will also close 15

consulatesgend 14 ®§nbassies in countries including Algeria,
Barbadog aiti, Hungary, Senegal and South
\. s —
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Africa.

A & o vfeyTen & FEr ik 3 e, IREEw, SRR, #4), g9, daerer ik fayor anher
afgd & aelt # fFud 15 aforswr gamarat 3R 14 gamarat &1 o s w1 |
¢ “In my government, there will be no ties with tyrannies,” Mr. De la Espriella said in a social
media post, referring to the leftist governments of Cuba and Nicaragua.

A1 & o efeer o wverer A3AT o vk diee 7 Far AR FAFERErIT A aeredt @wERt F seow
T §U T, P TIHR H AR AT & T HIS HeeT 71 g |”

¢ However, he said the decisions “do not mean breaking off diplomatic relations” with the
other countries.

gTellTeh, 3ogiet ahgT foh 3eT ot o1 3127 317 it o AT AT AT Haer TATCT AT 78 ¢

o “With the rest of the countries and organizations, Colombia will maintain its international
relations and will guarantee attention for its nationals through other embassies,” he said.

Sogiol hgl, “37e &l 3R TITSaT F HTY PIeIfaAT 30T HAWTSET HEE FATT IWIT AT 391
AT T 3T GATATHT & ATETH § TG YaATC ST HATIT|”

e The President-elect, whose election campaign centred on “iron fist” security policies, said
closing embassies would allow the government to redirect money to security.

Trseafa-faatfad, fSierenr geira 3iferreT “wer garm ANfaal” o Hied o, o er & gararat v
§E Tl U TR e T FIET T Yol fo1d 11T Y Feha |

e Mr. De la Espriella announced plans to open an embassy in Jerusalem in July as he seeks
to restore ties with Israel.

With Houthi blockade on Saudi Arabia,
Bab el-Mandeb returns to centre stage

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The latest escalation of tensions in West Asia has revived concerns over the security of one of the worlds busiest maritime corridors; even a limited

disruption along the route can force costly detours, delay shipments and drive up freight costs, underscoring the strategic importance of the Strait

NEWS ANALYSIS

Smriti Sudesh

he Bab el-Mandeb
T Strait has returned

to the geopolitical
spotlight after Yemen’s
Iran-backed Houthi move-
ment announced on July
20 a maritime blockade
against Saudi Arabia, warn-
ing that Saudi-linked ves-
sels transiting the strategic
waterway would be target-
ed. Shortly afterward, the
group reinforced the warn-
ing by emailing shipping
companies, directing them
not to load or unload cargo
at Saudi ports or risk being
attacked “in any location”
within its operational
reach. This is a major esca-
lation of the latest simmer-
ing regional conflict to be
reignited by the war
launched by the United
States and Israel against
Iran.

The warning has revived
concerns over the security
of one of the world’s bu-
siest maritime corridors.

Even without a com-
plete closure, the threat of
attacks was enough to in-
fluence commercial deci-
sions, because disruption
in this narrow waterway
can have consequences
that extend far beyond
West Asia.

The announcement
came days after an attack
on Sanaa International Air-
port on July 13. Yemen’s

Saudi Arabia-based govern-
ment claimed it carried out
the strike to prevent an Ira-
nian plane from landing;
the Houthis blamed Riyadh
and responded with reta-
liatory missile attacks.

In a statement, the
group said the maritime
embargo was an “eye for
an eye” response both to
that recent incident and to
what they describe as near-
ly 12-year Saudi-led block-
ade of Yemen’s ports and
airports during the coun-
try’s civil war. The timing
of the latest escalation is
significant. For months,
the Houthis largely stayed
away from threatening
commercial vessels, even
as the USS. and Israel car-
ried out military opera-
tions against Iran. They
avoided opening a direct
front against Saudi Arabia,
which had spent recent
years trying to reduce ten-
sions with the group after
years of war in Yemen.

The ‘Gate of Tears’

The Bab el-Mandeb Strait,
whose Arabic name means
“Gate of Tears”, separates
Yemen on the Arabian Pe-
ninsula from Djibouti and
Eritrea in the Horn of Afri-
ca. At its narrowest point,
it is only about 30 km
wide. Yet, this relatively
small stretch of water
forms the southern gate-
way to the Suez Canal, link-
ing the Red Sea with the
Gulf of Aden and, ultimate-
ly, the Indian Ocean. Every

Strategic Strait: Bab el-Mandeb forms the southern gateway to the
Suez Canal, linking Red Sea with Gulf of Aden and, Indian Ocean. arp

vessel travelling between
Europe and Asia through
the Suez Canal must first
pass through the Bab el-
Mandeb, making it one of
the world’s most strategi-
cally important maritime
chokepoints.

According to the U.S.
Energy Information Admi-
nistration (EIA), around
9.3 million barrels of crude
oil and petroleum pro-
ducts transited the Bab el-
Mandeb each day in 2023.

The volumes eventually
dropped, following the
start of Houthi attacks, by
more than half, averaging
roughly 4.1 million barrels
per day in 2024 and re-
maining near 4.2 million
barrels per day by 2025.

The Strait’s importance
stems from geography
rather than size. Commer-
cial ships transporting
crude oil, liquefied natural
gas, manufactured goods,

food products, automo-
biles, and industrial equip-
ment use the route be-
cause it offers the shortest
maritime connection bet-
ween Europe and Asia.

Instead of  sailing
around the Cape of Good
Hope at the southern tip of
Africa, vessels can transit
the Bab el-Mandeb and the
Suez Canal, saving both
time and fuel.

The difference is sub-
stantial. A diversion
around the Cape of Good
Hope typically adds 10 to
15 days to a voyage, de-
pending on the destina-
tion. For shipping compa-
nies operating on tight
schedules, longer voyages
reduce the availability of
vessels, disrupt logistics
networks, and raise freight
charges. Industries depen-
dent on just-in-time deliv-
eries can quickly feel the
impact of delayed ship-

ments. This is why the Bab
el-Mandeb  is often
grouped with other stra-
tegic maritime choke-
points such as the Strait of
Hormuz, the Strait of Ma-
lacca, and the Panama Ca-

Each serve as a narrow
passage through which a
disproportionate share of
global commerce flows.
Hence, any disruption,
whether caused by conflict
or natural disasters, can
ripple across international
markets.

More than just shipping
For the Houthis, the Bab el-
Mandeb represents more
than a commercial ship-
ping lane. It is a strategic
lever. Unlike conventional
military  powers, the
Houthis do not possess a
large navy capable of con-
trolling regional waters. In-
stead, they have relied on
asymmetric tactics, includ-
ing drones, ballistic mis-
siles and attacks on com-
mercial  shipping, to
project influence beyond
Yemen. By threatening ves-
sels transiting one of the
world’s busiest maritime
corridors, the group can
impose economic costs on
regional rivals while ensur-
ing that the conflict re-
mains an international
concern.

The consequences of
prolonged disruption
would extend well beyond
the immediate conflict
zone. This is huge setback

for India. India has signifi-
cant economic and strateg-
ic interests in maintaining
stability around the Bab el-
Mandeb. A substantial
share of India’s trade with
Europe passes through the
Red Sea corridor, making
the route important for ex-
porters of pharmaceuti-
cals, engineering goods,
textiles, chemicals, and
machinery. India imports
more than 85% of the
crude oil it consumes. Lon-
ger voyages increase
freight costs and delivery
times, reducing the com-
petitiveness of Indian pro-
ducts in overseas markets.

The country is also one
of the world’s largest im-
porters of crude oil. Alth-
ough India’s energy sup-
plies  arrive  through
multiple routes, higher glo-
bal oil prices resulting
from instability in major
maritime corridors in-
crease the country’s im-
port bill and can eventual-
ly feed into domestic fuel
prices and inflation.

The Bab el-Mandeb may
be only 30 km wide at its
narrowest point, but it has
become one of the world’s
most consequential water-
ways. As long as global
trade continues to rely on
the Red Sea-Suez Canal
corridor, instability in the
Bab el-Mandeb will remain
a concern not only for
countries in West Asia but
also for governments and
consumers across the
world.

rgar
vfegTar s
EEREC ]
Y G
qeAeATT
HA
9ATEr &
e Seng
H gouaH
HUsh
gaE™
Qrerer
GISTaAT T
oo F|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioti

as.in

Pagel 2


amitg
Pencil


TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

28J7. With Houthi blockade on Saudi Arabia, Bab el-Mandeb returns to centre

stage

HSEY 3T TX Eell ATHEGT & WY I19-I-Hea b7 dRaw a4t & Fg &

The Bab el-Mandeb Strait has returned to the geopolitical spotlight after Yemen’s Iran-
backed Houthi movement announced on July 20 a maritime blockade against Saudi
Arabia, warning that Saudi-linked vessels transiting the strategic waterway would be
targeted.

qT-3-HAT TASHEHALY Teh IR THT Tl licteh el & shgy H AT IATE, ST IHA & $T0T
AT gt JrTeYeret o 20 FolT$ T FHEY 3T & TITey FAHAY Ahaiel BT NYOT HIA §T AT
&1 7o 38 TUTAITcIoh STOlATT & o dlel A3Al I § T3 eIl I TARTAT ST STeaT|

Shortly afterward, the group reinforced the warning by emailing shipping companies,
directing them not to load or unload cargo at Saudi ports or risk being attacked “in any
location” within its operational reach.

S8 qid G HaraeT o RRYer Fuferat o1 Saver Siotent 39l Aarasty 1 3w fomam aar fder
T foh 3 AFEY TEMEYT U AT hl ANTSIT AT TN o Y, HeIAT IeTehT TRTTAT TAT &

R Y sft TU W 37 W gHAT fohaT ST FhaT B

This is a major escalation of the latest simmering regional conflict to be reignited by the war
launched by the United States and Israel against Iran.

Ig 81T WO # U 937 3R ¢, o0 WYFA T IANHT 3R RIS SaRT $U0 o faveys q&
forT a7 Jeer o o a75eT e B

The warning has revived concerns over the security of one of the world’s busiest maritime
corridors.

S8 Udaal o {499 & T ST WA SATATR AT H A Teh T FI&TT T oo AT T T A
CrAREC

Even without a complete closure, the threat of attacks was enough to influence commercial
decisions, because disruption in this narrow waterway can have consequences that extend
far beyond West Asia.

qUT &9 & AT 56 o Blel o FTaole, §Hell i 3TTRIehT sqTawItas forota 1 geniad et & faw
TATIA &, FITeh 3T T STeTHTST H TohdT 3T TehR T AT IIaH TR & FET 31fUs e
TSI STel Tehell § |

The announcement came days after an attack on Sanaa International Airport on July 13.
g TIYUT 13 eIl T HAT HARISLIA FATE 3788 W U g & FS &l 51 Y T

Yemen’s Saudi Arabia-based government claimed it carried out the strike to prevent an

Iranian plane from landing; the Houthis blamed Riyadh and responded with retaliatory
missile attacks.

THA HT I 3T FATHT PR o a1 FAT foh 30 $ faAa & 3 F Aavet & TIT T
mmm,m@ﬁﬁwmmﬁmmaﬁ?mmmﬁm

In a statement, the group said the maritime embargo was an “eye for an eye” response both
to that recent incident and to what they describe as the nearly 12-year Saudi-led blockade of
Yemen’s ports and airports during the country’s civil war.

Teh STl A HITSe o gl Toh TG THAN T BToT hT TCAT TUT JHeA oh IEIGH o GRIol 3Hh
FETAMTET 3 §aTS gt UR SIeTaT 12 Nt § SIHY WY Acfea aTelt AThadl & faTeer "AF Fr
arelr gfafsrar g1

The timing of the latest escalation is significant.

TATd # S8 FAITTH e o ol FHY 3cdcd Hged ol o

For months, the Houthis largely stayed away from threatening commercial vessels, even as
the U.S. and Israel carried out military operations against Iran.
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S FEIEA! cieh gRAal = SATAAIRAF STETaAl Y THAN S W IRt fohaT, STaifeh IrARHT 3N gormse
0 & TA%cy H ATRATT T 3E |

They avoided opening a direct front against Saudi Arabia, which had spent recent years
trying to reduce tensions with the group after years of war in Yemen.

3egiel AFGY IR & TaeeY FogaT Al Tield & 8 TRgof T, STefeh e & aul deh Tol I &
IIC, TFET 3RS &TeT o I 3 HITSeT b AT dATd T et T T Y I&T AT

The ‘Gate of Tears’

‘g3t FT @R (Gate of Tears)|

The Bab el-Mandeb Strait, whose Arabic name means “Gate of Tears”, separates Yemen
on the Arabian Peninsula from Djibouti and Eritrea in the Horn of Africa.

AE-HA-Hod TASHATHEY, ToHehT 3R 7Y " AT FT g@R” ¥, I TRIGdT I I IHA
3T & glet 7 Tt foraelt 3 sRfEar & srerer aar 1

At its narrowest point, it is only about 30 km wide.

3T TEH TR TATA X SHPT AISTS hdel 918797 30 fharefiex &1

Yet, this relatively small stretch of water forms the southern gateway to the Suez Canal,
linking the Red Sea with the Gulf of Aden and, ultimately, the Indian Ocean.

TR 8T STl T Ig TUETIShcl BICT AT FAS @< o GIATON TN SR T TAATT AT &, ST ofrer
R T 3eeT &1 @rdY 31T 3ida: e AR & Ssar gl

Every vessel travelling between Europe and Asia through the Suez Canal must first pass
through the Bab el-Mandeb, making it one of the world’s most strategically important
maritime chokepoints.

VIS AT & ATH F T 3R R 3 i A Y arelr Tede STeTel Tgel aI-37e-He &
gy ISR &, ToTed I Taed o Ferdy HgcaquT (0T icieh Fagr 3rarer fagait (Maritime
Chokepoints) & & T &1 ST

According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), around 9.3 million
barrels of crude oil and petroleum products transited the Bab el-Mandeb each day in
2023.

IARET ST T TATHT (EIA) & IHT8R, 2023 F fafeat orererar 9.3 faforger e wear o
3R IATH UG TE-HA-FHAT STASHEHALT T G IR |

The volumes eventually dropped, following the start of Houthi attacks, by more than half,
averaging roughly 4.1 million barrels per day in 2024 and remaining near 4.2 million
barrels per day by 2025.

gﬁeﬂsﬁaﬁr JB3ATe o ST, JE HET 3T § 8 31f8eh Tre 1S 31X 2024 # AT oams7aT 4.1
RfeTa dva wfafeer qam 2025 7 wererer 4.2 AT R 9fafee F TR RN @

The Strait’s importance stems from geography rather than size.

U AASHEHEY T Agcd 3% 3R A 31T+ sudr dtmfas ufa & sror |

Commercial ships transporting crude oil, liquefied natural gas (LNG), manufactured
goods, food products, automobiles, and industrial equipment use the route because it
offers the shortest maritime connection between Europe and Asia.

FodT A, gdipd Tpfas I (LNG), Al avq, @ scure, sifeimtame aur siteafas
FYFHIOT o STe dTel SATAATT A STETel S8 AT T 3TN I § Fifeh Ig I 3R R &
T BT FHA T Felal Tl |

Instead of sailing around the Cape of Good Hope at the southern tip of Africa, vessels can
transit the Bab el-Mandeb and the Suez Canal, saving both time and fuel.

3hTHT % SfaTol SR oY FEUd 9 31 773 A1 & IRT 3N gHa & TSI STglel aTe-3ra-Fed 3R
TS e A I IR el &, Torad HHY 3T ST Slal hT Tere] giet &

The difference is substantial.

IE 3 3 AgeaqoT g
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A diversion around the Cape of Good Hope typically adds 10 to 15 days to a voyage,
depending on the destination.

&Y I 773 81T & W& A S W, 3(cied o IeTAR, I & THAIA: 10 F 15 fe 3rfcfere oot
Ik

For shipping companies operating on tight schedules, longer voyages reduce the availability
of vessels, disrupt logistics networks, and raise freight charges.

s FHI-TAUROT & HTHAR e et arelr RATEr Faferat & forw o I Srgreit S soerstrar
HH AT Gl €, ANTATECHFH ACah T ST A 8 TUT HAT-HTST Yo T Sl |

Industries dependent on just-in-time deliveries can quickly feel the impact of delayed
shipments.

¥e-31-esA fEeliady R 39 3eient o Aver i 3mfef 3 &3 &1 woma <hwr s &t eerar €

This is why the Bab el-Mandeb is often grouped with other strategic maritime chokepoints
such as the Strait of Hormuz, the Strait of Malacca, and the Panama Canal.

ST HRUT FTE-3T-HSH T YT 37 I0TeATTcreh Tt rarer figait (Maritime Chokepoints)
S NS TASHTHEY, HAFHT TASHGHET 3R TATAT A & TTY @M SATell gl

Each serves as a narrow passage through which a disproportionate share of global
commerce flows.

SoTd A Tedeh Ueh Tl AT g, Torereh ATeg s\ & &fRae samar 1 37cgfereh 937 feedm o g |

Hence, any disruption, whether caused by conflict or natural disasters, can ripple across
international markets.

sHfoT Hay A7 THfae ATIEI3T & FHROT 3cUed HIS 3T SHTUTT HAWSET qART # SATTH
T STl HehelT &

More than just shipping

Fael GG TRagT § FE AfAF|

For the Houthis, the Bab el-Mandeb represents more than a commercial shipping lane.
gfari & foIT a1e-37er-#Hea hael Ueh SIS FHAT A 78 ¢

It is a strategic lever.

I T 0= Qe & |

Unlike conventional military powers, the Houthis do not possess a large navy capable of
controlling regional waters.

W@m%@ﬁ%ﬁﬁa,@ﬁ?waﬁ%mﬁﬁwmwﬁamﬁw
I AFAT ST B

Instead, they have relied on asymmetric tactics, including drones, ballistic missiles, and
attacks on commercial shipping, to project influence beyond Yemen.

SHh TN 3ogiel AR 0Tt 7 TerT forar &, fo=ret e, fafees Awmge qar
STEHIRAF FEel W g7 AT &, dTfeh IHT & T16 &Y 3791 y371a T2 v o g

By threatening vessels transiting one of the world’s busiest maritime corridors, the group
can impose economic costs on regional rivals while ensuring that the conflict remains an
international concern.

1T & Fad cTE HAE SRS AT F & Ueh T ToReA dlel STETeil Y ETFDT Cehl T TS
3791 &Y gfdedefaat oY e anTd U1 Fehol & IR A1y & g AR X FehalT & T 78
oY U HaWrsT Rar 577 |

The consequences of prolonged disruption would extend well beyond the immediate conflict
zone.

S THT dh TTHTH soF TgeT & TROTH deehTel TOY 817 & FgT 3178k caraes gidt|
This is a huge setback for India.
Ig AR & foIT U 93T STeaT &
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India has significant economic and strategic interests in maintaining stability around the
Bab el-Mandeb.

-3 HEE 877 H TR FA10 WA H AR & FAgea o1 A 3R 0ehfas o 2 ge el
A substantial share of India’s trade with Europe passes through the Red Sea corridor,

making the route important for exporters of pharmaceuticals, engineering goods, textiles,
chemicals, and machinery.

T & T AR & SATIR I Teh 937 GEAT ATl APR ATAIR A glehd IoRell 8, TSad Ig &7
&ar 35T, $SNfaafer seurg, @, T qur #efied & Fidet & o srcdd Fgeaqol s

SN
India imports more than 85% of the crude oil it consumes.
HR 3791 el Fea qel hT ARG ehcll T 85% & IHTF AT FRAT R |

Longer voyages increase freight costs and delivery times, reducing the competitiveness of
Indian products in overseas markets.

el FHGT AT AT 18T e 3R et aorr &t sor e €, foredy faceh sroirt # s
ICUTET T FTAETTcHRT i &1 ST o

The country is also one of the world’s largest importers of crude oil.

R fa2a & A8 93 FTd e ATdHT H 8 enfAcT g1

Although India’s energy supplies arrive through multiple routes, higher global oil prices
resulting from instability in major maritime corridors increase the country’s import bill and
can eventually feed into domestic fuel prices and inflation.

Te AT HR Y Falt ITYfef 3rien At & gl B, TR ot Joge wagey samarie st o srfeear &
HRUT TGo1 aToll ATRTS el AT G2 & AT Forer 1 FgTch & 3 7cAcT: T Serer dhvorall aar
FarEhfer ox #f Je7Td STt el & |

The Bab el-Mandeb may be only 30 km wide at its narrowest point, but it has become one of
the world’s most consequential waterways.

30 FEH HRY TUTT I haer 30 fraeie st gl & dTacle a1a-3rd-Aad faed & qad
HgcaqUl FHEY STAARIT & & Ueh §f AT & |
As long as global trade continues to rely on the Red Sea—Suez Canal corridor, instability in

the Bab el-Mandeb will remain a concern not only for countries in West Asia but also for
governments and consumers across the world.

9 deoh 39 IR AT ARR—-Fd T 78T MR 9T 9 I3, 99 deh a1d-3Ael-Fed &
TR AT Shaer gfXasr TfT & g2t & foarw &) 7787, afes faeast & TXaRT 3K Iusieanit & fav
of f=rar =1 fowr 9= ety

GS Paper I1: Governance 28 July 2026
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Wfvws FAearwa @are & gamure & e w3 fFar s awar 82

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page16



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The next chapter for Education Ministry

As Pralhad Joshi takes charge of the Education Ministry, several key ‘reforms’ remain under way. including the National Curriculum Framework, the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, the three-language formula, and new teacher-training initiatives in school education

EXPLAINER

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far:

ralhad Joshi, the new Union
Minister for Education, inherits
arange of structural changes to

Indian education initiated by
Dharmendra Pradhan.

Mr. Pradhan’s exit as Education
Minister has been under a cloud, but his
five-year tenure was marked by a ramping
up of efforts to implement the National
Education Policy 2020, which the Union
Cabinet had accepted a year before he
took charge. Earlier, at the Petroleum
Ministry, he had made his mark on
programme implementation by delivering
eight crore LPG connections to poor
households in three years against a
four-year target.

From the National Curriculum
Framework, flexible learning and
multidisciplinarity, and the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill (VBSA), to PM
SHRI, the three-language formula and
new teacher-training initiatives in school
education, his Ministry was constantly in
the news for introducing “reforms.”
Common threads ran through them:
performance evaluation and
accountability, skilling-education
convergence, promotion of a certain
vision of Indianness, ambition undercut
by implementation challenges, and a
push for uniformity that critics called
centralisation and a disregard for
dxversny Almost all remain
work progress that the new
Minister will have to carry forward.

NEP’s recommendations on
foundational literacy
Through Nipun Bharat, formally launched
by Mr. Pradhan’s predecessor on the heels
of pandemic-era learning losses, the
government was finally acting on decades
of evidence from surveys by volun(ary
that India’s

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi took additional charge of the Ministry of Education on July 26. ANI

were lagging far behind in reading and
math, despite formally graduating year
after year. It seeks to ensure every child
attains foundational literacy and
numeracy — a concept advocated by NEP
— by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27. ASER
2024 showed a seven-percentage-point
gain in numeracy since 2018, and
PARAKH 2024 found Grade 3 students
who benefited from the mission’s first
three years, outperforming Grades 6 and
9 in language and math. Yet fewer than a
quarter of students nationally could read
a Grade 2 text, and Grade 5 levels

progression tied to this ladder. The
National Mentoring Mission, meant to
identify mentor teachers to guide others
up this ladder through ination and

institutions across States are still barely
grasping radical concepts such as a
commerce student studying science, or
transferring credits across colleges via the
National Credit Framework.

An example of education-skilling
convergence is the Swayam Plus platform,
which offers over 500 industry-developed
courses across 15 sectors, including
emerging technologies. Some 6.5 lakh
have registered for these courses. The
new modules under “Al for All” have
reportedly drawn one lakh registrations.
Courses such as Al for Physics, Al for
Chemistry, Al in Accounting, Al for
Educators, and AI/ML using Python are
intended to be skilling courses for
professionals that are supposed to make
them job ready. The key gap is that most
colleges that come under State
universities are often resistant to
changing the idea of giving a package deal
and accept flexibility in accepting credits.
There is an awareness gap, too.

While the higher education initiatives
appear aspirational and sound grand on
paper, there s little or no funding

1! to State universities to

volunteering, is being rolled out with
online sessions, but awareness among the
country’s one crore teachers remains low
and impact assessments are yet to be
formalised. NPST itself has not been
rolled out, leaving teachers little incentive
to engage with the mentoring sessions.

Key changes attempted in higher
education

remained roughly where they were Some initiatives drew sharper
demic — a sign of impl i y. The 2025 draft UGC
gaps that may well itate a Nipun on inting teachers,

Bharat 2.0.

The push to boost teaching quality
Though standards for teachers are
common in advanced nations, the
National Professional Standards for
Teachers (NPST) is India’s first initiative to
assess and classify teachers — as
proficient, expert or advanced — against
uniform national standards, with career

Vice-Chancellors and staff faced strong
opposition — notably for giving governors
a dec:sxve say in Vice- Chancellor

accomplish such flexibility. The VBSA in
fact has no grant giving function - a key
element of the University Grants
Commission that it seeks to replace.

The controversy over language policy
Mr. Pradhan also pushed to steamroll NEP
adoption — particularly the
three-language policy — by tying central
funding for primary education schemes
to compliance by States. Tamil Nadu
remains a holdout, though West Bengal’s
new government has accepted it. In CBSE
schools, Mr. Pradhan directly mandated
the learning of two Bharatiya languages
from Classes 6 to 12, prioritising Indian

and for g the cap
on cc i
the UGC’s new undergraduate and
postgraduate degree rules, built around
flexibility and multidisciplinarity to create
a skilled workforce, have been formally in
force since the 2025 academic year — but

28J7. The next chapter for Education Ministry
RY&T AT T 3r9TET IrEATT |

over English. Some relief has
been granted to current students, but the
government has held firm on this as the
norm going forward — even though NEP,
in the same breath as it champions Indian
languages, also emphasises the learning
of English and other foreign languages.

THE GIST

v

Dharmendra Pradhan’s exit
Education Minister has beer
under a cloud, but his five-y
tenure was marked by a
ramping up of efforts to
implement the National
Education Policy 2020.

Pradhan pushed to steamro
NEP adoption — particularly
the three-language policy —
tying central funding for
primary education schemes
compliance by States.

Pralhad Joshi, the new Union Minister for Education, inherits a range of structural
changes to Indian education initiated by Dharmendra Pradhan.

T S et #N gearg IRf FF AR e caarar 7 gy were garT I fRe v s
FIGATCHS TR ol 379! Feld Fr fFagy fFe g

Mr. Pradhan’s exit as Education Minister has been under a cloud, but his five-year tenure
was marked by a ramping up of efforts to implement the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, which the Union Cabinet had accepted a year before he took charge.

aﬁﬂﬁzmwmﬁwﬁwﬁmﬁ%aﬁagﬁn%mﬁammm
fRra1r A (NEP) 2020 & TohaTeadrst & 1T &t o TATAT o TolT SATAT 10T, TSI 3e7oh hIIHR
TEUT L § Teh aY Id Ferg Al o i g v o

Earlier, at the Petroleum Ministry, he had made his mark on programme implementation by
delivering eight crore LPG connections to poor households in three years against a four-
year target.

SEH gl FATH HATT H 36l TR aY & of&F o Hebleol ol qul 7 IR TRART 7 3715
mmmmmwmém fehaTeAasT T 3GT8<0T JEdd WT&TI

Freuathe National Curriculum Framework, flexib mult|d|SC|pI|nar|ty and

VIkSit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bj , b the thre age
ula and né er-traimiing initiatives in schedreducation, his Ministry was
constantly in the newsTor introducing “reforms.”
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(VBSA), diusr #ft, fsmmer g o fae@merd Rietm # w75 Rrarss-ufrator gl ah, over #1eT
TR “FERY” hT BT i ooy =l # e

Common threads ran through them: performance evaluation and accountability, skilling-
education convergence, promotion of a certain vision of Indianness, ambition undercut by

implementation challenges, and a push for uniformity that critics called centralisation and
a disregard for diversity.

o1 3l Ugell & $T A dod A—HGHT Aedidwet N sTaraeet, Hherer R i e w1
THIHIOT, HRARIT T Ueh [GA RO ot Soram a1, frareager gaeh gatfat & gemiaa
HEAThIEITT, TAT THEAAT U g, T TTeTTeh! o shelehIor 31X fafaerar v 39e1 samm|

Almost all remain works-in-progress that the new Education Minister will have to carry
forward.

SoTd T SIIT979T THT Igel 3137 o7 yarfay & =aRor 7 §, Toieg =10 a1 &Y 1 37T I ghem|

NEP’s recommendations on foundational literacy

HANT WIERAT W TS fRrawm Afer (NEP) #r fRArwrie |

Nipun Bharat, formally launched by Mr. Pradhan’s predecessor on the heels of
W-era lggig losses, the government was finally acting on decades of evidence
Dy voluntary organisations that India’s schoolchildren were lagging far behind
in reading and math, despite formally graduating year after year.

HERIRY & NI 5 ST gifer 3 ar; Y Sermer & qdareft qanr 3itorentes w9 & syt e arw
TATOT 9T FRIFH & AIH § WHN o 3icTeT: T ooF Hrsal & G F TIed 3+7 HA&TON oK
TS Y, THTE Tl Tell AT o R & Eehell et Tedeh aY JHIoeies &7 & 3raTel hatl 7
TEa % STasle Yoe 3R O 3 Fhr IS @ T8

It seeks to ensure every child attains foundational literacy and numeracy — a concept
advocated hy NEP — by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27.

SHAT DN 2026-27 Tleh Tedeh STt h HETT 3 o Il e HAAST HEGRAT Ud HEATHS &7l
ST AT &, St I Rvar Ay CarT FAIT Ueh 9@ Haumon &

ASER 2024 showed a seven-percentage-point gain in numeracy since 2018, and PARAKH
2024 found Grade 3 students who benefited from the mission’s first three years,
outperforming Grades 6 and 9 in language and math.

ASER 2024 o 2018 & §Te, HEATcHS GaTaT H AT Tl 3 I geier aeiis, Siafes PARAKH
2024 3 T a1 o TARIST o Terol clieT it 2P T ST Pt Tt el 3 & gt = s 31X
a1fOre 3 Faw 6 3R 9 & TAcRITT & Sgar yed= foma|

Yet fewer than a quarter of students nationally could read a Grade 2 text, and Grade 5 levels
remained roughly where they were pre-pandemic — a sign of implementation gaps that
may well necessitate a Nipun Bharat 2.0.

T 8Tt TET TR R vah-atuns & F faeardt wawm 2 7 916 gg 91 7 T&7H o, 3R FaT 5 FHr
e ST FETARY-Gd T 9N 81 Fa11 &7, S Frareadet waeh w3t o1 dana & dur deraa:
fAqoT s 2.0 1 JTaRTeRAT T ST B

The push to boost teaching quality
fRY&ToT IyOTEET Y T FT I

Though standards for teachers are common in advanced nations, the National Professional
Standards for Teachers (NPST) is India’s first initiative to assess and classify teachers —
as proficient, expert or advanced — against uniform national standards, with career

progression Tied 10 TS ladd "

TEATY 3ot St 7 RI&TH & fAIT AT T a1 §, T saraartas Rt AeTs (NPST)
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R &Y Tgel VT UgeT &, for@ah 37aeTa fRYGTRI T THTT TSI HAh! F TR U &af, {eys
37T 3eaAd AT H FHedieheT 3R FafieptoT FohdT ST AT HRAT Farfey hT 38T cqaedm & st
ST |

The National Mentoring Mission, meant to identify mentor teachers to guide others up this
ladder through nomination and volunteering, is being rolled out with online sessions, but
awareness among the country’s one crore teachers remains low and impact assessments
are yet to be formalised.

IS He T fAee, e 3eg2 AR R Tafeosd HelieRT & ATead & Anigels Rt
1 gt Y 3 fRA&THT T ARG AT 8, HTeTemseT Tl & ATCIH W olre] fonaT oI 6T 8,
fehe] o1 e 5 TRIRTHT o oI SHbT STwehalt 3780 8 ot & TUT W ATt bl JHaeieh
SITEAT 3 Ak AR AT 76T Fr TS ¥

NPST itself has not been rolled out, leaving teachers little incentive to engage with the
mentoring sessions.

NPST T3 378 e of19] Te1 foham a1 &, Torereh shRoT fRretent & orr HeRar a=t & afsha &0 &
3T At 3 T Tt Wewrget 781 21

Key changes attempted in higher education

3o faram & e 1w worE aRade

Some initiatives drew sharper controversy.
TS Tl o T farg ScdeT fohar|

The 2025 draft UGC regulations on appointing teachers, Vice-Chancellors and staff faced
strong opposition — notably for giving Governors a decisive say in Vice-Chancellor
appointments and for removing the cap on contractual professorships.

fRrarehl, Frerafarat aur w1 f@gfed @ dafera 2025 & i awter fafaast 1 cams
farrer g3, fay & & Tsaral 1 Ferafy fagierca & vl sffie &1 T wiercas
AR et X AU i ges & SroT|

Separately, the UGC’s new undergraduate and postgraduate degree rules, built around
flexibility and multidisciplinarity to create a skilled workforce, have been formally in force
since the 2025 academic year — but institutions across States are still barely grasping
radical concepts such as a commerce student studying science, or transferring credits
across colleges via the National Credit Framework.

3T A, T & AT FATa 3R TR B3t fger, [Seg Faed Friae IR w3 & o
erefTerge AR agfarTaen e & 3R 9T S AT 7, 2025 AeAfOrF a§ F JiaaTiRe T F @]
¢ — oy Tafdteer Trsait o wiearer 3rsth off anforsr & o1 SaRT farAteT a1 31eTaeT ahde 37T
TET F 3T ST & ATA § Ao & dTa HIST FAAART Tt oriT IRacteTHRT

AEROM3IT T T e AeT FHS IIT & | ;dTm

An example of education-skilling convergence is th€ Swayam Plus platform,»which offers
over 500 industry-developed courses across 15 sectors; i i
technologies.

RraT-herer 31fRAROT T U 3ETEX0T A v (Swayam Plus) F &, ST 33 digfafrat
afgd 15 &3 37 500 ¥ ftw sg@erAfHT TeaHa Je= FdT & |

Some 6.5 lakh have registered for these courses.

ST UTSAHHAT o foIT o378t T o Ui oT ST & |

ave reportedly drawn one lakh registrations.
“THTE BR AT & 37T eToFHe ] %%@Wwﬁwwmwgﬁl
Courses such as Al for Physics, Al for Chemistry, Al in Accounting, Al for Educators,

and AI/ML using Python are intended to be skilling courses for professionals that are
supposed to make them job ready.
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e The key gap is that most colleges that come under State universities are often resistant to
changing the idea of giving a package deal and accept flexibility in accepting credits.

T el 7 § & Uo7 faeafaezreral & deoees sifrhier Agridedrery RURS THT qToTshe

SYEEUT H UREcTol el TUT HIST TABR el H T bl 3T 3 Ticd 91 Jiferegen 8
e There is an awareness gap, too.

38 ATANT, SARRRHAT FT IHT 7 ¢ |

¢ While the higher education initiatives appear aspirational and sound grand on paper, there is
little or no funding allocation to State universities to accomplish such flexibility.

e 3T TR Hartl Tgel Agearhiai Tciicl glc & X 1Tl TR THTaRIel fEwe €, fore ot
TRl SYGET A1) e & T T FeafeATeral 1 S5 e AT nsTer i el sraes
T8t fpar arar g

e The VBSA in fact has no grant-giving function — a key element of the University Grants
Commission that it seeks to replace.

aredd & dITHT (VBSA) & U 3eTaTe el H3a HT H14 =61 ¢, STafsh T8 faeafagzrer
rTeTeT 3TAT (UGC) T Ueh 7T &TAcd 8, ToIeht TUTeT ofet hT YA I8 HEUT T TG B

The controversy over language policy

1T Sifa oX faarg

e Mr. Pradhan also pushed to steamroll NEP adoption — particularly the three-language
policy — by tying central funding for primary education schemes to compliance by
States.

A werrer o Iedrr e Afy (NEP), faRI &9 & Brsiar ey, &l ey vt o forw yrarfaes e
AISTATHT BT FArT FATaIoT HY TSI G@RT 3FeqaTelet & Sis=t 1 v off faham|

¢ Tamil Nadu remains a holdout, though West Bengal’s new government has accepted it.
afaarg 37ehr o 38 N T TR AET A 1T &, STafeh TFRGH FMTel T 78 THR o TH TARR
 forr g1

e In CBSE schools, Mr. Pradhan directly mandated the learning of two Bharatiya languages
from Classes 6 to 12, prioritising Indian languages over English.

Weftews fgareat 7 s vt o Fa7 6 F 12 T & HRAT HINI3HT 7 37731 ifarard fawar qar
A T 37T HRAT HTI3HT T JrrfHar &

e Some relief has been granted to current students, but the government has held firm on this
as the norm going forward — even though NEP, in the same breath as it champions Indian
languages, also emphasises the learning of English and other foreign languages.

FAATT BTAI T HS g el 1 7S ¢, fohe] TR o $7fasg o T g8 Hieleh & § H FATC WA
&1 AT gocTqdeh aH @M § — STafeh T fRvaw sfifer (NEP), st stronsit 1 sgrar &t &
-1 FASA 2T 37 Faef smamsit & 3reae oT oY HAS ®T A TA ST B

1. National Education Policy (NEP), 2020

Launched
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e Approved: 29 July 2020
e Replaced the National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986 (modified in 1992).

Ministry
e Ministry of Education (MoE)
Objective

e To transform India's education system into an equitable, inclusive, multidisciplinary, flexible and
globally competitive system.

Major Features

5+3+3+4 curricular structure replacing 10+2.
Universalization of education from 3-18 years.

Focus on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN).
Multidisciplinary education.

Multiple Entry and Exit in higher education.

Academic Bank of Credits (ABC).

Mother tongue/local language as medium of instruction preferably till Grade 5.
Vocational education from Grade 6.

National Research Foundation (NRF).

Holistic Progress Card.

PARAKH for assessment reforms.

UPSC Facts

First education policy of the 21st century.
Aligns with SDG-4 (Quality Education).

2. NIPUN Bharat Mission

(National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy)

Launch in 5 July 2021

Ministry

Department of School Education & Literacy

Ministry of Education

Objective: Ensure every child attains Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) by the end of Grade
3.

e Target: Originally targeted by 2026-27.

Key Components

Reading with comprehension.
Basic numeracy.

Teacher capacity building.
Learning assessment.

School readiness modules.
FLN teaching-learning material.

Importance
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¢ Implements one of the most important recommendations of NEP 2020.

UPSC Facts

e Focuses on Classes Balvatika to Grade 3.
e Supports Foundational Stage (5+3+3+4 structure).

3. PM SHRI Schools
(PM Schools for Rising India)

e Launchin September 2022
Ministry of Education

Objective is to Develop selected schools into model schools implementing all provisions of NEP 2020.

e Coverage: More than 14,500 schools across India.

Features

Smart classrooms.
Digital learning.
Green schools.

Skill education.
Inclusive education.
Experiential learning.

Importance: Acts as a demonstration model for implementation of NEP.

Schools are selected from:
Kendriya Vidyalayas
Navodaya Vidyalayas

State Government Schools
Local Body Schools

4. National Curriculum Framework (NCF), 2023

e Prepared By NCERT
e Based On NEP 2020
e Objective is to Reform curriculum and pedagogy.

Key Features

o Competency-based learning.
e Reduced content load.

o Experiential learning.

o Flexible subject choices.

e Multilingual education.

e Holistic assessment.

Four NCFs

e Foundational Stage
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e School Education

e Teacher Education

e Adult Education

e Earlier major framework: NCF 2005
5. PARAKH

(Performance Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development)

Established in 2023
Institution: NCERT

Objective: National assessment regulator.

Functions
e Standardize school assessments.
o Develop competency-based examinations.
e Improve learning outcomes.
e Benchmark assessments across States.

Supports NEP's examination reforms.

6. National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST)

Proposed Under NEP 2020
Objective: Develop national standards for teachers.
Purpose: Assessment of teachers based on competencies.
Expected Teacher Categories

o Proficient

o Expert

o Advanced
e Career progression linked with professional development.
Current Status: Still under implementation.

7. National Mentoring Mission (NMM)
Objective: Develop experienced teachers as mentors.

Purpose

e Continuous Professional Development (CPD)
e Peer learning
e Capacity building

Key Features
e Mentor teacher identification.

¢ Online mentoring.
e Volunteer participation.
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e Professional learning communities.

Importance: Supports implementation of NPST.

8. Three-Language Formula

Introduced

e National Policy on Education, 1968
Retained In

e NEP 2020
Objective: Promote multilingualism.
General Structure

e Regional language

e Hindi/another Indian language

e English

Important Feature under NEP: No language imposed on any State.

e |t subject of federal debates due to linguistic diversity.

9. National Credit Framework (NCrF)

Launched

o 2022

Prepared By

e UGC
e AICTE
e NCVET

e Other regulators

Objective
e Create a unified credit framework.
Key Features

Academic mobility.

Credit accumulation.

Credit transfer.

Integration of school, higher education and vocational education.
It supports lifelong learning.
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10. Academic Bank of Credits (ABC)

Introduced Under

e NEP 2020

Implemented By

e UGC
Objective

o Digital storage of academic credits.

Benefits
e Multiple entry and exit.
e Credit transfer.
e Flexible degree completion.
e |t works along with the National Credit Framework.

11. SWAYAM Plus

Launched

e 2024
e Ministry of Education

Objective

¢ Industry-oriented online learning platform.

Features
e Courses developed jointly with industries.
e Emerging technologies.
e  Skill certification.
o Employability enhancement.

Coverage

e 500+ courses
e 15+ industry sectors

Importance

e Promotes education—industry convergence.

12. Flexible Learning & Multidisciplinary Education

Introduced Under
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e NEP 2020
Objective
e Break rigid separation among disciplines.
Examples
e Commerce student studying Physics.
e Science student studying Economics.
e Multiple Entry-Exit.
e Credit transfer.
e Interdisciplinary research.

Importance

Develops holistic and employable graduates.

13. UGC Regulations, 2025 (Draft)
Purpose

o Reform appointments in higher education.
Key Proposals
Appointment of teachers.
Appointment of Vice-Chancellors.
Recruitment reforms.

Contractual professorship.
Governance reforms.

Controversies

e Greater role of Governors in VC appointments.
e Removal of cap on contractual professors.
e Concerns over institutional autonomy and federalism.

14. Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill (VBSA) (Proposed)

Objective

e Replace the University Grants Commission (UGC) with a new higher education regulatory
architecture.

Proposed Features

Outcome-based regulation.

Greater institutional accountability.

Quality assurance.

Simplified governance.

Enhanced autonomy linked to performance.
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e Alignment with NEP 2020.

Current Status (July 2026)

e Proposed legislation; not yet enacted by Parliament.

15. Higher Education Flexibility (UG Degree Regulations, 2025)
Objective

e Implement NEP reforms in universities.

Key Features

Multidisciplinary degrees.

Flexible curriculum.

Multiple Entry & Exit.

Credit transfer.

Choice Based Credit System (strengthened).
Academic mobility.
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What can be done to address the CBSE
evaluation controversy?

The Supreme Court's concern over ‘frustrated young minds’ has renewed focus on the unresolved CBSE On-Screen Marking (OSM) controversy. A

simple SOP could still restore fairness, accountability, and public trust in digital evaluation.

Rajeev Kumar

ndia witnessed two major
examination-related controversies
in the summer of 2026-NEET and
the Central Board of Secondary
Education’s (CBSE) On-Screen Marking
(OSM) crisis. Both predominantly affected
Class XII students. In both cases, the then
Union Education Minister assured the
nation that no student would suffer
injustice. However, the national response
to the two controversies differed sharply.

Alleged irregularities in NEET,
involving admissions to about 1.4 lakh
medical seats, rightly led to Re-NEET
2026, nationwide debate, judicial
scrutiny, organisational restructuring,
and policy reforms on an unprecedented
scale. In contrast, the unresolved
CBSE-OSM controversy, which affected
nearly 18 lakh Class XII students, received
comparatively little public attention
despite its much wider academic impact.

Around 98 lakh answer scripts had
already been digitised under OSM system.
Yet only about 4 lakh students could
access nearly 11 lakh evaluated scripts,
leaving around 14 lakh students without a
meaningful opportunity to verify their
evaluation or seek correction of genuine
errors. Complaints about portal glitches,
payment failures, blurred scans, missing
pages, mismatches in answer sheets, and
other procedural deficiencies remained
largely unaddressed. Even the limited
scrutiny that followed revealed
substantial mark revisions after
re-evaluation, raising serious questions
about the robustness of the review
process.

The issue eventually reached the
Supreme Court through a public interest
litigation (PIL). Referring to the
“frustration of young children” and the
“creeping problems” in the OSM process,
the Court highlighted concerns that went
beyond individual grievances to the
integrity of the evaluation system itself.

The central issue is no longer whether
mistakes occurred. It is whether every
student was given an equal opportunity to
verify the evaluation, identify genuine
errors, and have them corrected. This
transparency gap can still be bridged
through a simple, practical, and
time-bound reform.

Why was re-evaluation uptake so
low?

The limited number of students who
reached the re-evaluation stage reflected
structural flaws in the OSM review
process. Unlike the earlier pen-and-paper
system, where answer scripts had to be
retrieved and digitised on request, every
OSM answer script had already been
digitised during evaluation. In principle,
every student could therefore have been
given immediate access to an
authenticated digital copy of the
evaluated answer script.

Instead, the OSM review process
required students to apply, pay the
prescribed fee, and rely on an online
portal to access records that were already
in digital form. They also had to verify the
completeness and authenticity of their
answer scripts before seeking
re-evaluation. However, portal glitches,
payment failures, delayed access, and
overlapping verification and re-evaluation
timelines left little time to detect and

Sparse attention: The CBSE-OSM crisis, which affected nearly 18 lakh Class Xl students, received comparatively little public attention. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

report deficiencies before the review
window closed.

As a result, access to re-evaluation
depended more on overcoming
procedural and technical barriers than on
the merit of a student’s grievance. While a
small fraction of students completed the
process, the overwhelming majority
never had the opportunity to determine
whether genuine evaluation errors had
affected their results. In a digital
evaluation system, transparency should

results. In a digital evaluation system,
transparency cannot remain selective.
Unless every student has a fair
opportunity to verify the accuracy of the
evaluation, public confidence in the OSM
system will remain incomplete.

Can the crisis still be resolved?

Since every answer script already exists in
digital form, CBSE can still restore
transparency through a simple ‘seven-day
framework’. On the first day,

ly improve the

process, as well as with the Ministry of
Education for effective oversight. The
inability to address systemic deficiencies
and restore students’ confidence points to
shortcomings in institutional governance.

The Central Information Commission
(CIC), exercising its powers under Section
25(5) of the RTI Act, had already advised
CBSE to frame comprehensive SOPs,
describing them as “the dire need of
today's scenario”. Yet these SOPs remain

begin with universal access to
answer scripts, not with procedural
hurdles that deny students an equal
opportunity to seek redressal.

What remains unresolved in the OSM
crisis?

The answer scripts that underwent
independent scrutiny revealed serious
concerns, including blurred scans,
missing pages, mismatches in answer
sheets, and substantial mark revisions
after re-evaluation. In one widely
reported case, a student’s History marks
increased from 74 to 97, and in another, a
student was elevated to the position of a
CBSE topper. Such outcomes demonstrate
that the review process could correct
significant evaluation errors — but only for
those who managed to access it. If serious
deficiencies emerged from this limited
scrutiny, it is reasonable to ask whata
universal review might have revealed,
leaving open the possibility of a much
larger Pandora’s box.

The unresolved issue is the absence of
equal opportunity. Students who could
not access their evaluated answer scripts
were denied the chance to verify whether
similar errors had affected their own

aut i digital copies of
answer scripts should be made available
to all students. The next three days should
be devoted to verifying the completeness
and authenticity of the scripts, including
identifying blurred scans, missing pages,
omitted supplementary sheets, and
mismatches in the answer sheets. After
rectifying any verified deficiencies, the
remaining four days should be reserved
for re-evaluation of genuine grievances.
At the end of the process, CBSE should
publish anonymised statistics on
verification requests, deficiencies
detected, re-evaluations conducted, and
mark revisions made. This framework
requires no new technology or major
expenditure. It simply ensures that every
student has an equal opportunity to
verify the fairness of the evaluation,
thereby strengthening transparency,
accountability, and public confidence in
the OSM system.

Who is accountable?

The OSM controversy is no longer merely
a technical issue; it is a question of
governance and accountability.
Responsibility rests with the CBSE, which
was expected to design, monitor, and

The priority now is to
implement a transparent and robust
framework that ensures every student has
an equal opportunity to verify the
fairness and accuracy of the evaluation.

‘What can be the way forward?

The new Union Minister for Education
now has an opportunity to bridge the
transparency gap in the OSM system. The
proposed ‘seven-day transparency
framework’ offers a practical, low-cost
roadmap to ensure universal access to
evaluated answer scripts, timely
verification, and transparent grievance
redressal.

The credibility of the OSM system will
ultimately be judged by its ability to
deliver transparency, fairness, and equal
opportunity to every student. If these
reforms are implemented with urgency,
the Supreme Court’s “frustrated young
minds” can become millions of smiling
faces, confident that their performance
has been evaluated fairly, transparently,
and justly.

(Prof. Rajeev Kumar is a former Computer
Science Professor at IIT Kharagpur, IIT
Kanpur, BITS Pilani, and JNU, and a
former scientist at DRDO and DST.)

28J7. What can be done to address the CBSE evaluation controversy?

Wwws Aeaiaa Farg & warere & fe F4r fvar 37 asar 872

India withessed two major examination-related controversies in the summer of 2026—
NEET and the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)’s On Screen Marklng
(OSM) crisis.

HRE o 2026 1 ATFAT 77 &F Jore wdawr-waeh frarel i @ fhar—adte (NEET) @ &
areafa e 91 (CBSE) 1 Jitar-whter #fdHar (OSM) Jorrell & 53T Hehe |
Both predominantly affected Class Xll students.

ST el fadTel T Fe Fata e 12 & gzt o1 s

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page28


amitg
Pencil


9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

In both cases, the then Union Education Minister assured the nation that no student would
suffer injustice.

QleAT &1 AT 7 dchrolleT HERT fvaT 7Y o 2r & 3meaed forar 3 fondd of fagzmeft & &y
I AT glet fem Smea|

However, the national response to the two controversies differed sharply.

T goT 2Nt faaTal R ey T Y wfafshar & Fuse 3k Sw=t @1 fAer|

Alleged irregularities in NEET, involving admissions to about 1.4 lakh medical seats, rightly
led to Re-NEET 2026, nationwide debate, judicial scrutiny, organisational restructuring, and
policy reforms on an unprecedented scale.

T 1.4 o Rrfercar et 7 yaer & gefia e & w3 sifaaf@aant s sru sRasa
f-sfte 2026, TsgeaTdr SE, FATTAT WHIET, TEUTTT ToAdToT TAUT AT Tk T AT gur
fhu T

In contrast, the unresolved CBSE-OSM controversy, which affected nearly 18 lakh Class XlI
students, received comparatively little public attention despite its much wider academic
impact.

38 oI, SI9TeT9T 18 T e 12 ¥ faeafeiat s yanfad =t arel 31=gelsit CBSE-OSM
faare, el 31freh cardes AetfOeh Fo1Td g1t & STds]G, 3T9&TIehd HH Hldolfelh LT TTed Y

HehT|
Arour[d 98 lakh answer scripts iad already been digitised under the OSM system.

OSM ' T 3A-gRaH ST T 2|
Yet only about 4 lakh students could access nea{ly 11 lakh evaluated scripts,|leaving
around 14 lakh students without a meaningful opportunity to verity thel on or seek

correction of genuine errors.
O ofY Sharet oTeTT 4 o FreAmeft &) SaTeraT 11 W e aifhel Sw-GReaehIait o Igo &b,
TS ofarerar 14 e faeanedt et Fegiehet T 19w i 37YaT dRecideh T & FUR Hr

3G T g1 T Th |

Complaints about portal glitches, payment failures, blurred scans, missing pages,
mismatches in answer sheets, and other procedural deficiencies remained largely
unaddressed.

FrHITfort T 31T TThATeTd AT & Heftra Rt siftrenierd: srergerst W
Even the limited scrutiny that followed revealed substantial mark revisions after re-
evaluation, raising serious questions about the robustness of the review process.

7El T 1o o1 31 g WA Tlafm 7 o qeraieaiohet & TR IHohl A IeaiTeIg HANYT 9IC 3T,
S aete wfhar 1 faeawsiadr o 7R vea 331

The issue eventually reached the Supreme Court through a Public Interest Litigation (PIL).
mﬁ:mmmm(m)émm#mmmﬁqgﬂﬂ

Referring to the “frustration of young children” and the “creeping problems” in the OSM
process, the Court highlighted concerns that went beyond individual grievances to the
integrity of the evaluation system itself.

OSM wfsrar & “gar fagznfat it favrem 31k “oR-eR sgd waemat awrm'@rm?rgtr
AT o Ig TS TohaT 7o I TidT sheel saferciared RIshrIdl deh WA I8l §, St TqoT
e Aiehet FOTTel Y fARaa-are & 531 g% ¥

The central issue is no longer whether mistakes occurred.

HEH T 3160 T oAg I§ AT & foh e g% a1 =1e |

It is whether every student was given an equal opportunity to verify the evaluation, identify
genuine errors, and have them corrected.
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TETeT el TUT SeTeh FER T FHTT AT YT foham 1T

This transparency gap can still be bridged through a simple, practical, and time-bound
reform.

58 qREfar 1 Fat 1 310 ff vk T, TR IR THITEY FUR & ACTH 4 g fohar 5
T gl

Why was re-evaluation uptake so low?

YA e & fT e Fia arer Rt fr wear gad 7 F4i @

The limited number of students who reached the re-evaluation stage reflected structural
flaws in the OSM review process.

qeAH AR I TgI aTel fAeTat iy WA Tear OSM F#het afshan i FxaeTcas HAat
T g2fieh B

Unlike the earlier pen-and-paper system, where answer scripts had to be retrieved and
digitised on request, every OSM answer script had already been digitised during evaluation.

T T 9eT-TS-quR JOTTelt & Faodiet, Torest Ser-giecehi3it s 31 0¥ foehrereh f3fotergsr et
TS AT, OSM # YAeh SeR-GEcTehl Hedichel o GHY &1 f3iierser a & a1$ |

In principle, every student could therefore have been given immediate access to an
authenticated digital copy of the evaluated answer script.

Hewrifcie &7 &, Tcdeh et sl el Foiiehe 3oR-gceht i FAOIT f3foree wfe deehrer
3T S T Tehell AT

Instead, the OSM review process required students to apply, pay the prescribed fee, and
rely on an online portal to access records that were already in digital form.

fohe] OSM wafeTr wfshar ¥ faeTRiaT 1 3des e, fAuTRd Yoo STAT A auT 96 &
%ﬁmmﬁwa@é@m@%ﬁwaﬁmmwﬁmmwl

They also had to verify the completeness and authenticity of their answer scripts before
seeking re-evaluation.

S8 AN 37 Joaa{eaiheT T eI He F Tgol el Ia-Gecar3it i qutar 3R
ATATTOYRAT ST HedTdeT 81 =T IsT|

However, portal glitches, payment failures, delayed access, and overlapping verification
and re-evaluation timelines left little time to detect and report deficiencies before the review
window closed.

oo QIES I Tehelieh FAEATHT, 3Tl RABere3it, FAeiford Tga T2 TeamdeT 3R IAH eI
T IER TR Biclt FHG-TATHT & ROT faeani¥at & ara FeteT srafer gard g ¥ ggo
HIFT hT TG X IeTeh T ot o TT qATeed FHIT LT T

As a result, access to re-evaluation depended more on overcoming procedural and technical
barriers than on the merit of a student’s grievance.

TROTAETET GoAHedTeheT e T fehdT fagameft & areafaen fRrewmare v derar r 3rdem
TSI 3R cTeheldh STem3it T IR ahiel TR 3Tk foreiR &) 91|

While a small fraction of students completed the process, the overwhelming majority never
had the opportunity to determine whether genuine evaluation errors had affected their
results.

T Fo 8 faeanf¥ial a g gfshar gl Y, e siferenier ezt &1 g Siretet &1 sraat &
aﬁﬁw%wmqﬁmaﬂmmmﬁ?gﬁﬁﬁmgm
In a digital evaluation system, transparency should begin with universal access to

evaluated answer scripts, not with procedural hurdles that deny students an equal opportunity
to seek redressal.

e f2fSree Featae gorelt 7 gReRTAT 1 Qe Hedifehd SaR-giedeni3i oo aft faezniiat
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ﬁmﬁ%qﬁﬁﬁm,a%wmwﬁﬁmmﬁmmm
& AT T F afad X ¢l

What remains unresolved in the OSM crisis?

INTHTH Hehe F 7T HT oY IraTgers 672

The answer scripts that underwent independent scrutiny revealed serious concerns,

including blurred scans, missing pages, mismatches in answer sheets, and substantial
e sL ot St

mark revisions after re-evaluation.

e ——————— . . o ., ¢ e+

T ot & TR 3R GTETHI A IR I A 3, et e v, e gvs, 3
gfeasait 7 i, U qasedFT & d1G 37hi H SoolEsig W A I

In one widely reported case, a student’s History marks increased from 74 to 97, and in
another, a student was elevated to the position of a CBSE topper.

Ueh 19 &Y § IIT ATHS H Ueh O1F & STag [AvT & 37 74 ¥ 9¢h? 97 &Y 3T, Siafh Uah
mmﬁﬁwmﬁuﬁﬁw%ww@%W|

Such outcomes demonstrate that the review process could correct significant evaluation
errors — but only for those who managed to access it.

& aRone g e § T welerr whhar Agcaqol Ao JReat s gur Fehdr o, fhg dae
marﬁé:ﬁrtra’rsﬁma%q‘g*aWW|

If serious deficiencies emerged from this limited scrutiny, it is reasonable to ask what a
universal review might have revealed, leaving open the possibility of a much larger
Pandora’s box.

Ife 30 WA Sirar 7 7R HRAT e 318, o T8 e 3RAd § 6 v wrasiifde weham @
FIT 3SR &Y Hehell AT, THHE el 3Rk 93 FSRT aterwr 1 Fararelt el I§ SAret &1

The unresolved issue is the absence of equal opportunity.

TG CTSHT TR HHTA A o 37HIT T ¢ |

Students who could not access their evaluated answer scripts were denied the chance to
verify whether similar errors had affected their own results.

e o T Sl Yeh T et SeTeh TROTAT o 8ff FeriareT e T i

In a digital evaluation system, transparency cannot remain selective.

S Fearra yomelt A yRERiar w=cA® el g Fehcl|

Unless every student has a fair opportunity to verify the accuracy of the evaluation, public
confidence in the OSM system will remain incomplete.

SIS ofeh Yedsh BT Tl HedTheT T YCEIT T STt el T fASHET HETHT 6T [T, AT oToh

INTHTH YOITel T SeTclT T Fareard ot 16T g1 Fhar|

Can the crisis still be resolved?
AT SH Hhe FT WA 319 o) H91q &2

Since every answer script already exists in digital form, CBSE can still restore transparency
through a simple ‘seven-day framework’.

e Tcdeh 3R IRAHT el A &1 3Toee &9 H 39w &, Safav Hvws veh T A -feadr
TG & ATH § 37 3 TRE R Terer ¢ TFhar ¢ |

On the first day, authenticated digital copies of evaluated answer scripts should be made
available to all students.

ggel feet Hedifehd e GRedeHI3N I FATOIT f3fsteer Ticrar @ef STt sl 3uerstr s S
EURY

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 1


amitg
Pencil

amitg
Pencil


9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The next three days should be devoted to verifying the completeness and authenticity of the
scripts, including identifying blurred scans, missing pages, omitted supplementary sheets,
and mismatches in the answer sheets.

31Tl ofter T A1 3UNT Ik GRS A qUTeT AR TTeTfOTeRdT Y Sifer & foT foham Sirer
fRT, SR erer Thet, IS 55, TEY &S HTIIH 3w TRABIC, TUT IeX TR &
Irgarfaal Hr uganeT A Bl

After rectifying any verified deficiencies, the remaining four days should be reserved for re-
evaluation of genuine grievances.

AT FHIAST HT 5T A & 9 AV IR e arectiash RisvrIdt & gers{eaiaa & fov geiard
W ST =R T|

At the end of the process, CBSE should publish anonymised statistics on verification
requests, deficiencies detected, re-evaluations conducted, and mark revisions made.

ST & 37 3 TS P T 3, 1S S HFA, R T qersE, dur e e
37 WRET & G ITHATH FITEIR fIaR0T YehriRIc el =g
This framework requires no new technology or major expenditure.
38 TR & fov fordr s1g ey a1 93 <7 1 3naegshdr 7¢ ¢

It simply ensures that every student has an equal opportunity to verify the fairness of the
evaluation, thereby strengthening transparency, accountability, and public confidence in
the OSM system.

g shd el TE FioA e T & foh Tcdeh BT Y HeAThet bl [STETAT hT S Flet hT HATT
e e, Forad qREfRidT, Sareee), JuT NTHTH Yurrel & SiAfaRdrd gao &l

Who is accountable?

SRR i &2

The OSM controversy is no longer merely a technical issue; it is a question of governance
and accountability.

INTHTH FAaTE 3T helel Ueh Tehelieh! Heal oAe! 16 IAT §; TE A 3R STATaeEN T TR ol
TATE

Responsibility rests with the CBSE, which was expected to design, monitor, and continuously
improve the evaluation process, as well as with the Ministry of Education for effective
oversight.

sahT foerer didfives X R, forad Aeaise ufsham &1 SR &, 38eT farrel ater aar
3H ToeR R et T 396t AT, Jr €1 Ferrdl gdaeror o forw et #arery it soer B

The inability to address systemic deficiencies and restore students’ confidence points to
shortcomings in institutional governance.

OTTENITCT AT T &Y et IR ST AT FARARH Yo : TATA et 3 ADelcdT FEYTI AT
ST Y 3R Fohd AT &
The Central Information Commission (CIC), exercising its powers under Section 25(5) of

the RTI Act, had already advised CBSE to frame comprehensive SOPs, describing them as
“the dire need of today's scenario”.

ST T AT (CIC) 7 HAT 1 HTAFR T it &R 25(5) & 3iceTd 3ot afFast &
W%ﬁg@ﬁﬁﬁﬁvﬁaﬁmmﬁmﬁ(sops)mwﬁﬁma%ﬁ
3R 3¢ “3ma1 1 IRFEATAST H 37T 3MaeTF TFeITFHAT TAIT AT

Yet these SOPs remain unpublished.

R oY I ATAS TATAT IFHATT (SOPS) 37 deh Y1 oTal T IS & |

The priority now is to implement a transparent and robust framework that ensures every
student has an equal opportunity to verify the fairness and accuracy of the evaluation.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 2



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

31 TR Ueh T IReT R Yoo TRET o7 A Y &, ST Tcdeh BT Sl HedTehel
TASTETAT 3R Qetrll &1 Sife et T FHTA HTAT Tl R |

What can be the way forward?

3T Y T FT A FFAE?

The new Union Minister for Education now has an opportunity to bridge the transparency
gap in the OSM system.

T S fRrewr 3t & O 319 ewH gorreh 7 Hise TRETRIAT Y FHt I G F H AW G

The proposed ‘seven-day transparency framework’ offers a practical, low-cost roadmap to

ensure universal access to evaluated answer scripts, timely verification, and transparent
grievance redressal.

AT, TUT IR fAFHRI fAaror giAerd i & fov veh saragies iR e ST arer
AT Tl el &

e The credibility of the OSM system will ultimately be judged by its ability to deliver
transparency, fairness, and equal opportunity to every student.

37Ad: 3NTHTH Yorell I FFRGTIAT T 3MTeheleT 3T TR 9T AT ST foF a8 T ST Y
qRe AT, fAsustdr, 3R A HTET TSt Fi 7 fohdelr TeTH Bl

o |[fthese reforms are implemented with urgency, the Supreme Court’s “frustrated young
minds” can become millions of smiling faces, confident that their performance has been
evaluated fairly, transparently, and justly.

I 5o GURT T caed 9 § A9 a1 AT &, oY Halfod #ararerd SaRT afold “garer JaT el
Aral FERI At 7 aRafdd g b 8, fSieg I8 faeara g fo 3o7eh weeiet o afeaidhet
foregeT, el 3T saraEeTa <o ¥ forar =
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Sudan’s Army claims control of major highway linking Khartoum to EI-Obeid

BTl T JAT A WIH $I TA-3H1aG F SIS qTel THE THAATT G FAI=07 7 grar

Sudan’s Army claims control of major
highway linking Khartoum to EI-Obeid

Agence France-Presse
KHARTOUM

Sudan’s Army has regained
control of a key highway
linking the capital Khar-
toum with the flashpoint
city of El-Obeid, military
sources said on Monday.

Their rival paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) have for months
amassed troops around El-
Obeid, attempting to encir-
cle it ahead of an apparent
large-scale assault.

They have now been
pushed west, off the 400-
kilometre highway that
connects Khartoum with
the largest city in the em-
battled Kordofan region.

Hours after the develop-
ment, paramilitary drone
strikes shook El-Obeid. At

» o=

Amid ruins: Damaged interiors of a building after it was reportedly

targeted by the Rapid Support Forces in EI-Obeid on Monday. AFp

dawn, RSF drone strikes
tore through two munici-
pal buildings in apparent
retaliation.

Crucial link
El-Obeid lies at a key cross-
roads: its north-south high-

way runs from Khartoum
to the rest of Kordofan,
while its east-west axis con-
nects RSF strongholds in
the Darfur region to Army-
controlled central and
eastern Sudan.

The highway to Khar-

toum remains closed to ci-
vilians, who have for most
of the war relied entirely
on the eastern road to the
White Nile, where the RSF
regularly launches deadly
drone strikes. The Army
advance “opens a second
supply route to El-Obeid
and beyond”, according to
the military source.

The war between the
Army and the RSF — form-
er allies before they fell out
in a power struggle —
erupted in April 2023 and
has since killed over
200,000 people, aid work-
ers estimate.

It has also created the
world's largest displace-
ment and hunger crises,
with over 33 million people
in need of humanitarian
aid.
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ST $Y @11 A
THA FY TA-309G
¥ gt arel v @
TSATT W) fAg=or
CORACIRC |

e Sudan’s
Army has regained
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control of a key highway linking the capital Khartoum with the flashpoint city of EI-Obeid,
military sources said on Monday.

B AT o MHAR ! TAIT o6 1T Y JAT & ASTUTA WA I HAgeTMer e Ta-30ag &
ST dTel Teh Y@ TSTART I Jei: fA=101 yreet o forar g1

Their rival paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) have for months amassed troops
around ElI-Obeid, attempting to encircle it ahead of an apparent large-scale assault.

gfdcdedr 3reiifaes g tRs Gl GRS (RSF) F3 AT I Ta-3iieg & a9 dfAent HF v
& T@T AT 3R U T 93 gA U Tgel g 1 8- T 9ATE & a7 AT

They have now been pushed west, off the 400-kilometre highway that connects Khartoum
with the largest city in the embattled Kordofan region.

379 3o¢ 9TREH 1 3R NS eehel 7T 311§ 3R WIAH T HATIET HIATHTT &7 o Fadl 99 6T
 SISe aTel 400 fRaiHIeT oe ToIATT § ger feam g

Hours after the development, paramilitary drone strikes shook EI-Obeid.

$H UCHIhA & 0 81 Hel a1 3eTAfelen Toll & ZieT gHall o Tel-3iag ol STeheiR f&aT|

At dawn, RSF drone strikes tore through two municipal buildings in apparent retaliation.

HR # IRTHTE & S gA! o AT TIET T ATRITIORT Sl ol [T SAra|

Crucial link

HevaqoT H& AT

El-Obeid lies at a key crossroads: its north-south highway runs from Khartoum to the rest
of Kordofan, while its east-west axis connects RSF strongholds in the Darfur region to
Army-controlled central and eastern Sudan.

TH-3H1Ag U Ageayol IRIE T R §1 SHHT 3T-GIAT0T ASTART WIH i AT FIEfHe F Ssdr
€, STefeh SEhT qd-UTRuH HIIT GRY &17 & HRTHTE o 6! ! JelT-faafya aeg 3R 7d&f gere
q SEar gl

The highway to Khartoum remains closed to civilians, who have for most of the war relied
entirely on the eastern road to the White Nile, where the RSF regularly launches deadly
drone strikes.

WA ST aTell TSAHATT 37 71 ARTReT & foIT oie &, S Jerr & 1TRehier Ty # SIge Arge
3 Y aTer &t AT o TR @ &, STl INTHes i &9 & O1as 3% g7l S ¢

The Army advance “opens a second supply route to El-Obeid and beyond”, according to
the military source.

Ao G & IHTAR, [T hT 5 FITTT & UA-3H14E 3R 3 33T ofoh Teh GERT AT fed ARF et 17
el

The war between the Army and the RSF — former allies before they fell out in a power
struggle — erupted in April 2023 and has since killed over 200,000 people, aid workers
estimate.

BT AR HNCHCH & T Jeor — ST FelT HO § Teel Tedai & — rdher 2023 7 >w 37 3R
S & TEARTAIT & 3He[HI & 3R 2,00,000 & T ST Y 7o & Jhr g |

It has also created the world's largest displacement and hunger crises, with over 33 million
people in need of humanitarian aid.

58 FuY o faed &1 g 37 ey 3R sr@adl gwhe ol 3cue fhar g, STel 3.3 Fs & e+
AR AT FETIdT & AlgdoT o |
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Forced labour farce

SolTd STH T Ygdel
28J7 | Why India’s youth compete fiercely for government jobs

R & FaT ALhRT ARl & e gasi die afaeyt =t w3 8
28J7 | What is India’s policy on urea production?

A Y JRAT SedTeeT aAifer 71 §2
28J7 | BSE adds %5.1 lakh crore as rupee appreciates, crude dips

TIA Y A HR Fa do Ay Al 7 Rrae & BSE 7 5.1 9@ F03 Y 98|

Forced labour farce

India should not let the US’s new tariffs
push it towards a trade deal

he 10% tariff that the United States has

imposed on India and several other coun-

tries over their imports of goods suppos-
edly made using forced labour is merely an at-
tempt to restore permanent tariffs and, once
again, highlight the benefits of a trade deal with
the U.S. The U.S. Supreme Court’s February 2026
decision dealt a body blow to the U.S’s attempts
to secure trade deals. The main threat, of high re-
ciprocal tariffs, had been removed. U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s solution, of a temporary
10% tariff on all countries, suffered from two
weaknesses: it would expire in 150 days, and was
levied on all countries equally, regardless of
whether they had a deal with the U.S. or not.
Those tariffs have now expired. The Section 301
‘forced labour’ tariffs announced last week are
more permanent, and have carved out benefits
for those with trade deals with the U.S. For exam-
ple, while U.S. imports from India will face a 10%
tariff over and above the base tariff the U.S. charg-
es everybody, the European Union and Taiwan
will face a total tariff of 10%. Similar benefits have
been accorded to Japan, South Korea and Swit-
zerland, all of which also have trade deals with
the U.S. at various stages of formalisation. If stop-
ping forced labour was the primary focus, tarifts
would have been applied equally across all offen-
ders, regardless of trade deal status. The tariffs
would also not have had as many product-wise
exemptions and country-wise quotas as the final
version has.

There is also the question of whether the U.S.
should be penalising other countries for their
trade with third parties. India has not been ac-
cused of using forced labour, yet faces tariffs be-
cause others have been. This, soon after the U.S.
government told a court that it did not want to act
as the “world police”. India has done well to re-
duce the proposed 12.5% tariffs to a final 10%, the
same as or better than most of its competitors. All
it took was a notification banning the import of
goods made using forced labour. The action itself
will be difficult to enforce, since it will require
countries such as China and Malaysia to allow In-
dian government officials to visit and investigate
their labour conditions. But simply issuing the
notification won India a tariff reduction. Howev-
er, uncertainty persists since the other Section
301 investigation, on excess capacity, is yet to
play out and could result in further tariffs. It is
highly unlikely that India will accept a trade deal
until those tariffs become clear. That said, the ta-
riffs should not push India towards a deal. Expe-
rience has shown that the U.S. tariff landscape
can change radically even after a deal is signed.

28J7. Forced labour farce
el 3H hT IgHol

¢ India should not let the U.S.’s new tariffs push it towards a
trade deal

AR 1 IANFT & AT Yol & GaTd 7 ITHT SATIR FAHAIS Y 3 78T
TGl TIRT

e The 10% tariff that the United States has imposed on India and
several other countries over their imports of goods supposedly made
using forced labour is merely an attempt to restore permanent tariffs
and, once again, highlight the benefits of a trade deal with the U.S.

YT TT FANFT SINT HRA TUT &S 3+ 2T R HAT T § qare 57
U AT a3t & AT & Faler ¥ ST 7T 10% Yok Shalol TATHY
QIEHT T YoT: SI19] el TTT Teh TR T ARG o 1Y AR AN o
MY T X@ifehd FIA FT I A g

e The U.S. Supreme Court’s February 2026 decision dealt a
body blow to the U.S.’s attempts to secure trade deals.

AN gafea ~RTET F BIEd 2026 F FAvRT A 3@ARFT & AR
A AR A & TATAT P I et T

e The main threat, of high reciprocal tarlffs had been removed.
3T IREARE YT hT THE TT FATST &1 I 7|

e U.S. President Donald Trump’s solution, of a temporary 10%
tariff on all countries, suffered from two weaknesses: it would expire in
150 days, and was levied on all countries equally, regardless of whether
they had a deal with the U.S. or not.

AR Tegafer Sares €7 gary @l et oY 3EURT 10% Yo oelled o
AT H &Y wiAar oA Ig 150 &Y 7 garea g sirar, 31k ag gefr goif W

AT §G Y 9] GICAT, TTE SeTehl AT o AT FHSAIAT &1 I7 757 |
e Those tariffs have now expired.
T YeF 39 WA &1 I o |
e The Section 301 ‘forced labour’ tariffs announced last week

are more permanent, and have carved out benefits for those with trade
deals with the U.S.

TOoel FecTe BN &RT 301 ‘Felld 437 Yo 37T TUR § 3R Segi
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HANHT & H1Y TR AT T el 3201 & Fw faw omer feiRa fre

For example, while U.S. imports from India will face a 10% tariff over and above the base
tariff the U.S. charges everybody, the European Union and Taiwan will face a total tariff of
10%.

3eTex0T & forT, STl TR & gled allel 3TARERT 3T UX MUR ok & AARF 10% Yok AT
SITTaTT, FEt JANT T 3R ATSaTeT O el 10% ek &1 ol 819 |

Similar benefits have been accorded to Japan, South Korea and Switzerland, all of which
also have trade deals with the U.S. at various stages of formalisation.

ST YR o ITeT SATITT, ETaToT HIRAT 31X Raeards & off fou 1w §, fieteh 3raRer & arer
IR At Affea ot 7 sttoaRe sr o @ &1

If stopping forced labour was the primary focus, tariffs would have been applied equally
across all offenders, regardless of trade deal status.

e, AT S Y AeheT & FTA 3¢S BT, Al AR Fagta Y [eufey i arg e foam asf
SeolEelehd 31 T AT Yok eI STl |

The tariffs would also not have had as many product-wise exemptions and country-wise
quotas as the final version has.

3TTera FEROT B SH1feT FoT YT H Felat 37Teeh IcuTe-3MEMR 379aTe R Ger-3reTie ie o
oTel 81|

There is also the question of whether the U.S. should be penalising other countries for their
trade with third parties.

I T2 ¢ 35T & T T AR ol eliar wail & A1 SATAR it & HROT 3 32t 1 el
FAT AR

India has not been accused of using forced labour, yet faces tariffs because others have
been.

R IX TN A 3 3TLNT T HRIT 6T 07T 7147 8, T 1 38 YT T FIHAT el U3 6T &
Fifeh 37 oIl I W 3TRIY 91T 7T B |

Thi|§, soon after the U.S. government told a court that it did not want to act as the “world
police”.

TE 3 FHI & 916 3T & ST HARS TR 1 Th +ArATerd | gl AT fob a5 “faea giora
Y ${fHeRT AET T STT TRt

India has done well to reduce the proposed 12.5% tariffs to a final 10%, the same as or
better than most of its competitors.

HRA o Y& 12.5% e I BTl 3iTdH 10% ofeh olel & Htheldl JTed HT &, ST 38
37T It & Se a1 398 dgR &1

All it took was a notification banning the import of goods made using forced labour.

g8 AT Shaol Tl HH A TATHT TEI37 o 371 TR FfAeTeT ST arel Teh TR TRy
ERCIREl

The action itself will be difficult to enforce, since it will require countries such as China and
Malaysia to allow Indian government officials to visit and investigate their labour
conditions.

SH HNATS T 3] AT T et 1T, Fieh 38 fow et 3 FAATIAT A 2 1 7R
THRY IR 1 3oe et s aRTeafart &1 frdrator 3 Sifer ster &1 sregafa &ai gl
But simply issuing the notification won India a tariff reduction.

Tehec] Sharel TG STRT et & €Y TR T ek A HAY I 81 TS|

However, uncertainty persists since the other Section 301 investigation, on excess
capacity, is yet to play out and could result in further tariffs.

greitich, AT S g5 & Fifen arfaRerd amrar & Fftrd gl R 301 St 3730 O e &5
¢ 3R 38 IRUTHEEaRT TR ek FIMT S Fehd &
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e Itis highly unlikely that India will accept a trade deal until those tariffs become clear.
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e That said, the tariffs should not push India towards a deal.

o o, I ereeh R I Tohell Fagal 1 3R dgat & fore faaer et eet =nfew|

e Experience has shown that the U.S. tariff landscape can change radically even after a deal is

signed.

HoTHT § FE TISC 31T & b Fopell Al o) GEmery &t o oiT; 37 3raARehY eh oo

a9 YRad &1 Tahd &1

Why India’s youth compete fiercely for government jobs

While the student protests achieved accountability, India must work on reshaping investment and growth to build health, education, and employment

| DATA POINT |

Shipra Nigam

hat began with a single
W leaked entrance exam
paper became, in the

student protesters’ own telling, a
movement about unemployment,
shrinking opportunity, and how
much a young person’s future
hinges on a handful of competitive
examinations.

India has dramatically expand-
ed school and higher education;
today’s young Indian is far more
educated than her parents. Go-
vernments across party lines have
invested heavily in skilling, ap-
prenticeships, and vocational

However, these investments
have collided with a labour market
incapable of absorbing the aspira-
tions they helped create. Of about
307 million people aged 15 to 29,
some 141 million are in the labour
force and 127 million are em-
ployed. Yet only about 15 million,
fewer than one in eight, hold a reg-
ular salaried job with a contract
and social security — what most
would regard as a ‘good job" with
fair pay, social protection, decent
working conditions, and career
progression. This scarcity creates
two forms of distress, often mista-
ken as separate problems.

At one end are young people
who leave school early. Among In-
dians aged 15-29, whose education
is largely complete, about 39%
have not finished secondary
school and over half hold no qual-
ification beyond Class 10. Most are
employed; joblessness among the
middle-educated is below 5%. Ho-
wever, they work in informal, low-
paid, and often subsistence jobs as
casual labourers; are self-em-
ployed; or are unpaid workers in
family farms and businesses
(Chart 3).

A worker who completed only
Class 8 earns roughly ¥12,300 a
month, and finishing secondary
school adds barely another

31,000. For many young women,
this arithmetic ends in withdrawal:
with wages this low, marriage and
unpaid care win. Over two in five
are neither working nor studying,
against fewer than one in 10 men.

At the other end are graduates.
While conventional analyses often
state that educated youth are re-
jecting work by holding out for
comfortable jobs, the data says
otherwise. Graduates face the
highest unemployment rate of any
group at 22.7%, more than three
times that of those who never
completed school (Chart 1). They
are only 17% of India’s youth popu-
lation, but 56% of all unemployed
young people. While expectations
matter, it is far lesser than what the
“choosy graduate” narrative sug-
gests. Only about 22% of the labour
force earns more than 15,000 a
month, with nearly 55% earning
below ¥9,000. Only about 17 out of
100 graduates secure the salaried
employment a degree promises
(Chart 2).

India, then, has roughly 15 mil-
lion meaningful jobs and 300 mil-
lion young people.

The appeal of government jobs
Hence, the extraordinary impor-
tance of government recruitment
examinations. They are among the
few routes to secure work for first-
generation graduates who do not
have the money for elite or foreign
degrees, and the networks of class,
caste, and family that shape priv-
ate-sector hiring networks which
are far less open to marginalised
households, regardless of talent.
These exams promise to judge
candidates by performance alone.
In 2024, roughly 30 lakh candi-
dates competed for about 17,700
government posts; about 170 can-
didates for every vacancy.

Part of the problem is that the
transition from school to work is it-
self broken. Fieldwork by Justjobs
Network particularly highlights
the wage-expectation mismatch.
Young people express clear ambi-
tions but cannot name the course
or occupation that would get them

there; and when a job appears, the
entry-level pay of ¥10,000-15,000
a month falls well below the
320,000-25,000 graduates say
they need even locally. Moreover,
a job requiring migration is worth
taking only at a pay of ¥30,000-
340,000. Faced with no visible
path, many rationally default to a
general degree and the examina-
tion queue.

These failures are symptoms of
a deeper structural problem. In-
dia’s economy has become effi-
cient at generating output, but less
so at generating meaningful em-
ployment. Through much of the
2010s, growth remained strong
while employment stagnated;
since 2019, much of the increase
has reflected workers returning to
low-productivity agriculture rath-
er than moving into better-paying
jobs. Investment has favoured cap-
ital- and technology-intensive sec-
tors, with rising automation creat-
ing relatively fewer jobs.

Public investment has risen sig-
nificantly, but it has flowed more
into physical infrastructure than
into health and education systems.
India spends about 2.7% of its GDP'
on education, well below the na-
tional target of 6%, and about 1.9%
on health, short of the 2.5% its Na-
tional Health Policy set for 2025.

None of this is the fault of the
young people who took to the
streets. The school-leaver in un-
paid family work and the graduate
on her fifth attempt face the same
shortage from opposite ends.
Neither lacks effort. What is scarce
is not determination but good
quality jobs.

The students achieved what a
protest can: accountability for an
immediate failure, and national at-
tention for a larger crisis. But no
recruitment reform can change
the arithmetic of 170 applicants for
every vacancy. The deeper chal-
lenge is to reshape growth itself.

Until growth generates oppor-
tunity as fast as education gener-
ates aspiration, India’s young will
keep waiting for the economy to
catch up with their ambitions.

Chasing opportunity

Data were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey, the Economic Survey
and national accounts; and field research by JustJobs Network. Dr. Shipra Nigam
is a Research Director at JustJobs Network

CHART 1: Graduates in the age group of 15-29 face the highest unemployment
rate at 22.7%, more than three times that of those who never completed school

Graduate & above 22.7%
Secondaryj/higher secondary 8.1%
Middle 4.6%
Literate up to primary 2.8%
Not literate 2.3%

CHART 2: Education barely pays until one gets a degree, as the average monthly
earnings of young workers by highest-level of education shows (In %)

23,046
14,520
13,360 5
12,326
11,305 11,921
Not Literateup ~ Middle  Secondary  Higher  Graduate
literate to primary secondary & above

CHART 3: Only one in eight workers hold a 'g00d job'. The share of employed
youth (aged 15-29) by status of employment

- . Own-account workers
Unpaid family workers 21.3
25.7

Regular, with
social security

Casual labour 1.8
22

Employers 1.2

28J7. Why India’s youth compete fiercely for government jobs

R F JaT THR AT & fw saet ey wfavqut #=af #3a &

e What began with a single leaked entrance exam paper became, in the student protesters’
own telling, a movement about unemployment, shrinking opportunity, and how much a
young person’s future hinges on a handful of competitive examinations.

Wﬁarma;mma;mgﬁﬁ@g‘ém,mqmmﬁﬁasw, FUSERY, Ted
AT, TUT 38 LT R IR Ueh 3ieTetet da1 378 o el a ot s1fasy s gfover whoaiaht
qfreTrat W fhaer 31fee R ar g
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India has dramatically expanded school and higher education; today’s young Indian is far
more educated than her parents.

HRA A Tl et 3R 3T fAMT 7 Seer@sIa aedR fohaT §; 31TeT &1 $RA JaT 39+ Al-
Tt BT ottt & el Jiferen fAfere &

Governments across party lines have invested heavily in skilling, apprenticeships, and
vocational training.

fafdest Trelifaieh gall S aXaRT o Hierer s, wfAagar (Apprenticeship) T saraas
gfretor 7 caraes foder fRarT gl

However, these investments have collided with a labour market incapable of absorbing the
aspirations they helped create.

o] & fYer O 519 TR & <o a1 §, S 36T JaRtam3it st wenfeet et 3F HaTe o761 &,
e a1 faelt o S feam|

Of about 307 million people aged 15 to 29, some 141 million are in the labour force and
127 million are employed.

15 & 29 a¥ Y T & ofare7ar 307 AT Sawt & & orararar 141 fAforyer sy aor a7 R &
T 127 fafaas sria &

Yet only about 15 million, fewer than one in eight, hold a regular salaried job with a
contract and social security — what most would regard as a ‘good job’ with fair pay, social
protection, decent working conditions, and career progression.

R 87 haer orerereT 15 fAfae, 3147 &X 3ms & & v & oft w1, 0 oer § Toereh ura fafaa
Aeareeft Ay, P sreTarer e ST TAT §—Ford 3T AT 3R Ao, Ao
TRETUT, TFATTSTTh i IR 3R HRIT 3w arelr st alndy A=A £

This scarcity creates two forms of distress, often mistaken as separate problems.

IE HAT &1 YHR T FATIIT 3] AT §, Tolog TT: 3TeaT-370T9T AT & &7 F @ SA1ar
gl

At one end are young people who leave school early.

T 3R 3 gar § A R f Rar A A o e d

Among Indians aged 15-29, whose education is largely complete, about 39% have not
finished secondary school and over half hold no qualification beyond Class 10.

15-29 a¥ Y F91 & R H, TSieTeht fU&T ArAT-IcT: G &1 gehl Blcll &, ST 39% o
wreafAeE et qf 81 T § aUr 3 @ 37 & I FA; 10 A 31 T HIS AT 7L B
Most are employed; joblessness among the middle-educated is below 5%.

SoTH O 31TRehTer R §; Fegd RAfET Jarsit 7 SN hr 2T 5% A FA Y

However, they work in informal, low-paid, and often subsistence jobs as casual

labourers; are self-employed; or are unpaid workers in family farms and businesses
(Chart 3).

T 3 Jrwarfea, H AT A TUT 19 Shfder-faate smenfa wrt & S Aoy & wu A &
A ¢, TSR HIA &; 374aT RS Wdr AR cgaarar 7 Jdafasw A & 7 F FRRT
EA g (A 3)|

A worker who completed only Class 8 earns roughly 12,300 a month, and finishing
secondary school adds barely another ¥1,000.

TG #TH% o Shael HET 8 deh ST UIoT ST &, T 979797 12,300 HTAAE HACTE, 31K
AT TR R8T T FIeY TR 37 3 Fdel AT 1,000 Y IfANFT Fafr gl &1

For many young women, this arithmetic ends in withdrawal: with wages this low, marriage
and unpaid care win.

31oe a1 AfGeN3t & fAT T5 3T TUEAT 37 437 AR & TG I A & FeAott o T el N
farg 3R sraafas S@Ter FRF FI YrATHET AT 2
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Over two in five are neither working nor studying, against fewer than one in 10 men.

F T F & Y & fF AfRETT 7 o Fria & 3R =7 & v gred @ €, Stafes gont 7 g
AT R ST A F H A sl FA B

At the other end are graduates.

e 3R T gar g |

While conventional analyses often state that educated youth are rejecting work by holding out
for comfortable jobs, the data says otherwise.

AT YR [aLeIT0T UIT: g gl & foh RITETT JaT RTHGTI wAehiRl hl FTeell 7 R
TR AL A T 8, Fohe] 3HTes o 3R & aard E1

Graduates face the highest unemployment rate of any group at 22.7%, more than three
times that of those who never completed school (Chart 1).

AT 3 ISR & 22.7% &, S el o Fog 31 waiferer § e fezrery &1 e o 7 #e
arelt Y Jorelt 3 efter e & e © (T1€ 1)

They are only 17% of India’s youth population, but 56% of all unemployed young people.
d R Y JaT ATETEN T Shaol 17% &, e T ISR anait & Ieehr GEAT 56% &

While expectations matter, it is far lesser than what the “choosy graduate” narrative
suggests.

TATAS" hT RO JEeT Ll &1
Only about 22% of the labour force earns more than 15,000 a month, with nearly 55%
earning below %9,000.

STH T T Hhdol oIITHIT 22% BT FTaHTE T15,000 T 3178 HHATAT &, STk TITHIT 55% T ATfASH
3T 9,000 ¥ HH &

Only about 17 out of 100 graduates secure the salaried employment a degree promises
(Chart 2).

TTITHIT 100 H A Shael 17 FATAF & I ddTH13 TR 9o T g1 & Foaehy 3rder vas fBafr
Fr AT g @< 2)|

India, then, has roughly 15 million meaningful jobs and 300 million young people.

%:m%wmlsmmmﬁaﬁﬁssoomgmﬁmm
gl

The appeal of government jobs

PR Al RaT o1 3msdor

Hence, the extraordinary importance of government recruitment examinations.
ST HRUT AIHRT HlT TLTI3T T 3TATIROT Agea §

They are among the few routes to secure work for first-generation graduates who do not
have the money for elite or foreign degrees, and the networks of class, caste, and family
that shape private-sector hiring networks which are far less open to marginalised
households, regardless of talent.

T 9yH i & TSI & T AT QSR J1e et & o AT Arezswli A 4, Seth arq
gfafSaa a1 fgeht B3Rt & forw g1 7t & T2r o aet, snfa iR IRaR & 3T Acari aafRa g
ST it 8 < a7t ahr gamfaa s € 3R S gfaer i Rarg e foe afa aftart & foo
3TJeTTRd e Gel 81t 81

These exams promise to judge candidates by performance alone.

q g 373 T FHeATehet el SoTah Te@leT & TR I FHTe T HRAHA S B |

In 2024, roughly 30 lakh candidates competed for about 17,700 government posts; about
170 candidates for every vacancy.
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2024 F FITHIT 30 o 3T RIAT 979797 17,700 WIHRY e & foIw giaeqey ;37 g
RfFa & foIT o9meyer 170 3regedf 9

Part of the problem is that the transition from school to work is itself broken.

THEIT T U e I% & o Ragamew ¥ Js9R ae 1 GshaAvr T & a1fa g

Fieldwork by JustJobs Network particularly highlights the wage-expectation mismatch.
SIECHATSH ACai® o &THIT T of AUV FT I Iq1-37987T 3THIT T I@ifhd haT B

Young people express clear ambitions but cannot name the course or occupation that
would get them there; and when a job appears, the entry-level pay of ¥10,000-15,000 a
month falls well below the ¥20,000-25,000 graduates say they need even locally.

T 39T Agearhian3it T TISC §F { e A 8, I I 3H IISAHHA IT SAAWR I +ATH TgT
T U1 ST 3¢ @l b Tl Teh; R ST 1S AL Soersts @Ich &, ol Saehr TR dciel
€10,000-15,000 YTIHATE BT §, S ToATcTehT SaRT TATART TR IR Y 31TaR3 ST 1T 20,000
25,000 & I HA B

Moreover, a job requiring migration is worth taking only at a pay of ¥30,000-%40,000.
38 Afanad, afe ot Al & forw yara 3 g3, ar ag T T Al ST § STa 38HT

ddeT ¥30,000-%40,000 JTIHTE &

Faced with no visible path, many rationally default to a general degree and the examination
queue.

TS A & 3T H 3Heleh JaT SATIRTRS &9 W A Bt 9o vt 3R odietr  Faw A
A gt T fehed Teid &

These failures are symptoms of a deeper structural problem.

Y fIPIdTT Teh T FIAATCHS FHEIT & o180 £

India’s economy has become efficient at generating output, but less so at generating
meaningful employment.

I Y HACTTEYT SeuTea TG A Y HTUF TeTH €5 &, foh] Trieh Vet G el & 3ciet
HaTH aTe e 5|

Through much of the 2010s, growth remained strong while employment stagnated; since
2019, much of the increase has reflected workers returning to low-productivity agriculture
rather than moving into better-paying jobs.

2010 ¥ G2F & TR TAY H IMF JEf&r AsteT T, STafeh AR [EUT 97 T@T; 2019 &
STE; §5 Ja T ST REET AR & F Ieqreeh T H1 3N dlleat Hr g2l §, o o dge? daar
arelt At RET 1 X ST |

Investment has favoured capital- and technology-intensive sectors, with rising
automation creating relatively fewer jobs.

forder ez Joft-genar qam ez fahr-ven el 21 g31 &, STeT oo FarTereT & HRUT G
wﬂms?qﬁrgtrz“l

Public investment has risen significantly, but it has flowed more into physical
infrastructure than into health and education systems.

Hﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂrﬁsﬁaﬁn@g@&ﬁm%rmmmﬁw%ﬂ
o Tarerew 3R fRvaT yorrel 7|

India spends about 2.7% of its GDP on education, well below the national target of 6%, and
about 1.9% on health, short of the 2.5% its National Health Policy set for 2025.

A FARTT O 379 Hhel Bl 3TG T SIS 2.7% ST I §, ST 6% & ASET e H FHhrehT
FH §; TET TIRELT T SRTHIT 1.9% ST AT §, T WA TIRLT Afe garr 2025 & fow
AUIRT 2.5% & T8I A FHA L

None of this is the fault of the young people who took to the streets.

SHH FSH! T 3 FaATIHT T H1S AT 61 51
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e The school-leaver in unpaid family work and the graduate on her fifth attempt face the
same shortage from opposite ends.

Fraafas aiae F1 & ot fagamea siga are Jar AR 39T aiedt HRwer 2 W Fas —

el 3TeaT-37eTeT IRIRFATAAT & T &) et b7 ATHAT I G & |
o Neither lacks effort.

YT 7 UATH T IS el 18T g
e What is scarce is not determination but good-quality jobs.

forahr w3l &, 9% g5 Wehew w11, Afed o JoTadT I AR B |

e The students achieved what a protest can: accountability for an immediate failure, and

national attention for a larger crisis.

BEl o g8 uTed [T St e eelel Y HehdT & dohlel §é|'atmd| & fore seer¥ca giaRad

AT JUT STTIh Tehe T 3R AT EITA HTh TN HaAT|

e Butno recruitment reform can change the arithmetic of 170 applicants for every vacancy.
T 1S o a7eff e wredes RfFa wx 170 sre=af¥iat & areafassar w1 781 s |

e The deeper challenge is to reshape growth itself.
aEdfdes Falc T It gaftr & FawT I GAifSd Har gl

e Until growth generates opportunity as fast as education generates aspiration, India’s
youth will keep waiting for the economy to catch up with their ambitions.

ST Aok IfdF gefer, RIET carT Scuest JHTRT3HT & FATT a1l & HAWT 3cToed oTe! HYal, o
oo IR & AT a1 HEcATehiaTI31 & 3HeTed 3TTeTaeT o aehfae gt sl Feltat et G|

What is India’s policy on{urea
production?

What are the key changes in the National Investment Policy for Urea 2026?

A. M. Jigeesh

mid concerns of fertilizer
shortage during the ongoing
kharif season due to the

situation in West Asia, greater
demand because of EI Nifio and
complaints of over-use of chemical
fertilizers such as urea, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs recently
approved the National Investment Policy
for Urea (NIPU)-2026.

The new policy is aimed at self-reliance
in urea production, a sector which is
dependent on imports. According to the
Government, the policy will encourage
new investments in the urea sector for
setting up the gas-based urea
manufacturing units in the country.

The key changes in the policy,
compared to the existing policy, include
the separation of fixed and variable costs
for greater transparency, introduction of a
viable Return on Equity (RoE) band with a
floor at 12% and a ceiling at 16%, and

mitigation of foreign exchange risk
through conversion of fixed cost into
Indian rupees after four years based on
prevailing exchange rates.

How has the urea policy evolved?

The Union Government had announced
such a policy for urea sector in 2012, 2013
and it was amended in October 2014 to
facilitate fresh investment.

Six new urea units have been set up
under the 2012 policy, which includes
four set up through Joint Venture
Companies (JVC) of nominated PSUs and
two set up by the private companies. At
present, there are 33 operational urea
manufacturing units with total
reassessed/installed capacity of 269.42
Lakh Metric Tonnes (LMT), according to
the Union Fertilizers Ministry.

“There is a need to increase the
indigenous production of Urea. There is a
gap in the indigenous production and
demand of urea in the country which is
filled by the import of urea,” the

Government had said.

The Government amended the policy
further in May 2015 for the existing 25
gas-based urea units and it led to
additional production of urea by 20-25
LMT as compared to the production
during 2014-15 annually.

From 225 LMT per annum during
2014-15, the current production from all
these units has reached 314.07 LMT
during 2023-24. “During 2025-26, 293.30
LMT of Urea was produced in the
country,” the Government says.

‘What is India’s fertilizer subsidy bill?
The total fertilizers subsidy in 202526 is ¥
2,17,281.10 crore. In 2024-25, it was
31,77,162.06 crore. Out of this, the urea
subsidy alone for 2025-26 was 31,42,175.74
crore and for 2024-25 it was 1,24,319.50
crore. For phosphorus, and potassium,
the subsidy component is ¥74,999.99
crore and 352,810 crore respectively. For
promotion of organic fertilizers, the
Government provided a subsidy of

28J7. What is India’s policy on urea production?

A T IRAT FeuTea aAfer 77 §7

105.37 crore and ¥32.56 crore in the last
two financial years.

How is urea made available?
According to the data provided by the
Government in Parliament, as on March
3, 2026, the country has the requirement
0f 370.84 LMT of urea for the kharif
season. The availability is 432.44 LMT, out
of which 381.59 LMT will be for sale under
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) system
where all subsidised fertilizers will be sold
to buyers is made through Point of Sale
(PoS) devices “installed at each retailer
shop and the beneficiaries are identified
through Aadhaar Card, KCC, Voter
Identity Card etc”. In 2024-25, the
requirement was 364.01 LMT and
availability was 443.83 LMT.

‘The Government claims that it has
taken steps to promote the balanced and
efficient use of fertilizers. “The
Government is promoting Integrated
Nutrient Management (INM), which
advocates the judicious and scientific
integration of organic sources, chemical
fertilizers, and biological inputs for
efficient and sustainable nutrient
management,” the Ministry said adding
that the INM aims to meet the nutrient
requirements of crops in an economical
and environmentally sustainable manner
while maintaining long-term soil fertility.
It had also experimented with Nano Urea,
which is yet to get popularity among
farmers, apparently after controversies
over its scientific efficacy and result.

THE GIST

v

The Centre recently approved
the National Investment Policy
for Urea (NIPU)-2026, which is
aimed at self-reliance in urea
production, a sector which is
dependent on imports.

-

The Union Government had
announced such a policy for
urea sector in 2012, 2013 and it
was amended in October 2014
to facilitate fresh investment.

e Amid concerns of fertilizer shortage during the ongoing kharif season due to the situation in
West Asia, greater demand because of El Nifio and complaints of over-use of chemical
fertilizers such as urea, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) recently
approved the National Investment Policy for Urea (NIPU)-2026.

qiResr TR T AT, Tel al1el o HROT SgT F19T T AT o1 A (e1eh 3T o HeA T
39T BT AAHT 3EY RIS & o, AT @ ATH 7 3 $ Hall  MRA1HT 1 W §U
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It wmral i AfFEsT afafa (CCEA) o grer & 7 wedir g frder aifer (NIPU)-2026
TiIpf et i

The new policy is aimed at self-reliance in urea production, a sector which is dependent on
imports.

% e o1 3eded IRAT FeuTes 7 HATcATASRET IIoe Hia &, Fifen T &7 313 3mara o oY

gl

Accordigg tct@gmmﬂuhumw%ge new investments in the urea sector

for setting up gas-based urea manufacturing u n the country.

IHR & AR, T ATt o2l 7 IF-3menmie IR RAfAsTor st Hr vurde= & fav giar &=
T oTe faraer st gicarigd S|

The key changes in the policy, compared to the existing policy, include the separation of fixed
and variable costs for greater transparency, introduction of a viable Return on Equity (RoE)
band with a floor at 12% and a ceiling at 16%, and mitigation of foreign exchange risk
through conversion of fixed cost into Indian rupees after four years based on prevailing
exchange rates.

i N Y Jorarr 7 71$ ey 7 wage aRader frw arw §, foiere aiftrss arefefar & for fux
3R Rl emTat o1 GUEFRuT, 129 Y FYATH VAT TAT 16% T 3ifRehes WAT & @y sgagry
3fFadY W YfA®d (ROE) T UIaE, JUT IR aY &1 Tfeld [a{a1a1d &3 & MR W TUR ore1d

s @ AR T9 7 gRafcld T fadelt e @ #1 7 ST AT B

How has the urea policy evolved?

i e #7 R 3 gam 2

The Union Government had announced such a policy for the urea sector in 2012 and 2013,
and it was amended in October 2014 to facilitate fresh investment.

¥ WER 7 2012 3R 2013 7 FRT &4 & Forw T wAifey & o i off, 58 e 2014 7
AT AT T YicATTed Hlat & forw GNfea fomar arar)

Six new urea units have been set up under the 2012 policy, which includes four set up
through Joint Venture Companies (JVCs) of nominated Public Sector Undertakings
(PSUs) and two set up by private companies.

2012 A F 3T 55 7% IRAT sFTHAT TR H1 978, TN IR ATAT Wdarfores &1 &
3wl (PSBs) T wgFa 3eaa FAfAET (JVCs) & AIH § U A forsh Fafarat garr waria
TS|

At present, there are 33 operational urea manufacturing units with total

reassessed/installed capacity of 269.42 Lakh Metric Tonnes (LMT), according to the Union
Fertilizers Ministry.

FET 3EF FAAT & AR, T 33 Farfaa g Rfastor swmsai ¢, e o
QeAa{e I Teh T &THT 269.42 o1 #Hifew & (LMT) &

“There is a need to increase the indigenous production of urea. There is a gap in the
indigenous production and demand of urea in the country which is filled by the import of
urea,” the Government had said.

TEHER = FE! AT o IRAT & U] Seueat 3 JaTer 1 Jraedsar &1 &er 3 qRET & a¥e] 3eareat
S T 35 T 3 39, S e AR T 2 7 e B

The Government amended the policy further in May 2015 for the existing 25 gas-based
urea units and it led to additional production of 20-25 LMT of urea annually as compared to
the production during 2014-15.

TR o 7S 2015 A Hisper 25 IFw-3meniea IRam swEat & fow Aifa 7 ik Fews &, 5w
AROTHETET 2014-15 T Jofell 7 Tictay 20-25 ar@ #fes e (LMT) 3ifaRerd ZRAT &7 Scarea
gleY ofaTT|
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What is India’s fertilizer subsidy bill?
HRA T 397 Afeds a7 fraar 2
The total fertilizer subsidy in 2025-26 i4%2,17, 281 10 crore:
2025-26 H Fel 34T Alewsy 2,17,281.10
In 2024-25, it was %1,77,162.06 crore.

2024-25 H g ¥1,77,162.06 F3 2|
Out of this, the urea subsidy alone for 2025-26 wa pre and for 2024-25 it
was #1,24,319.50 crore.——

ERsrsike T afewst 2025-26 & fov ¥1,42,175.74 F03 TUT 2024-25 & faw

¥1,24,319.50 U3 Y|
Folihosphorus and potassium }1e subsidy component is ¥74,999.99 crore and ¥52,810

crore-respecmvery. =

BIERRA 317 glerer & fow afeust F1 g e 74,999.99 FU3 3R 52,810 FAS &1

For promotion of organic fertilizers, the Government provided a subsidy of 105.37 crore
and ¥32.56 crore in the last two financial years. —

e 39T & WchTe & 1o TRFR o7 Treer &Y Raelir ast 31 swarer: 105.37 F:0 3% €32.56
ardgiﬁm%a‘s?rqam@n

l

How is urea made available?

g i sTerstar F3 glaRad i awh §2

The availability is 432.44 LMT, out of which 381.59 LMT will be for sale under the Direct
Benefit Trapsfer (DBT) system where all subsidised fertilizers will be sold to buyers
through Point of Sale (PoS) devices installed at each retailer shop and the beneficiaries are
identified through Aadhaar Card, KCC, Voter Identity Card etc.

3UCSYdT 432.44 TATHS &, ToTH & 381.59 TawHE FI foshl Ted&T A18T 3a<or (DBT) YoITell &
37Tt T SITwatt, STgt wef wiews arer 3T AT fsh! Tedeh GeT gehlet W TU1 dige 3w Jer
(PoS)Wﬁ%mmﬁﬁam?ﬁammaﬁaTﬁwmm ﬁrama:f?.za»'lé

(KCC), AdETdT 98T 97 317, & 1 Sruaihl
“The Government is promotirfg Integrated Nutrlent Management (INM),\which advocates
the judicious and scientific int of or rtilizers, and

biological inputs for efficient and sustainable nutrient management,” the Ministry said,
adding that the INM aims to meet the nutrient requirements of crops in an economical and
environmentall sustainable manner while maintaining long-term soil fertility.

FATET o gl o “TLHR T 919 ded T (INM) Y FgraT & T 8, S Fere U deld
W ded Yo & v e @al, Tarfas sawe! qur Afaw gagel & faaayt 3R dfas
oA I THYA HAT & |” HATCIT =1 g 37 gl Toh HTETATH T 36227 Artiehiicleh FT IaTdT
ST TG §U Bl P I e JTARFhAT3 T ety 3R T2lavoiiy §9 & Hoie T &
W AR ®

It had also experimented with Nano Urea, which is yet to get popularity among farmers,
apparently after controversies over its scientific efficacy and result.

TIHR & AT ZRAT 7 8 y2AeT o 8, T ekt Sremferas wemmareftera 31k aRomaT 1 ooy
3o+ TqaTel & a1 38 3730 o fFamEiT & i e Nh I UTed 8T g T &

Integrated Nutrient Management (INM)

Plants need nutrients just as humans need a balanced diet. Important plant nutrients include
nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, sulphur and micronutrients. Farmers usually supply
these nutrients through fertilisers and manures.
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§

e Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) means providing plant nutrients through a scientific

combination of different sources, rather than depending entirely on chemical fertilisers.

The three major components of INM
1/0rganic sourc

These include:

Farmyard manure

Compost

Vermicompost

Crop residues

Green manure

They add organic matter to the soil, improve its structure and increase its ability to retain
water and nutrients.

7. Chemical fertilisers

These Include:
Urea

pAP *

MOP and other fertilisers

Thex provide nutrients quickly and in concentrated quantities. However, their excessive or

Wmay harm soil health, pollute water and increase cultivation costs.
]
3. Biological inputs

¢ These include useful microorganisms called biofertilisers, such as:
Rhizobium

Azotobacter

L]
L]
e Azospirillum
L]
L]

Phosphate-solubilising bacteria
These organisms help plants obtain nutrients naturally, for example by fixing atmospheric
nitrogen or making soil phosphorus more available.

How does INM work?

e Suppose a crop requires a particular quantity of nitrogen. Under INM, the farmer does not
necessarily provide the entire quantity through urea. A portion may come from:

Compost or farmyard manure;

Crop residues;

Biofertilisers; and

A carefully calculated quantity of chemical fertiliser.

The exact combination depends on the crop, soil-test results, climate and local
availability of inputs.

Why is INM important?

INM seeks to achieve four objectives:

Supply crops with the nutrients they actually need;

Reduce unnecessary expenditure on fertilisers;

Maintain productivity over the long term; and

Protect soil, water and the environment.

It is similar to giving a person a balanced diet. Chemical fertiliser alone may provide quick
nutrition, but organic matter and beneficial microorganisms are also needed to maintain the
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Nano Urea is a liquid nitrogen fertiliser containing extremely small, nano-sized particles of
nitrogen. It is generally sprayed on plant leaves, allowing nitrogen to be absorbed through the
foliage.

Itis intended to:

Improve nitrogen-use efficiency;

Reduce dependence on conventional granular urea;

Lower transportation and storage requirements; and

Reduce nitrogen losses into soil, water and air.

Why has Nano Urea not become universally popular?

The passage indicates that many farmers remain cautious because questions have been
raised regarding:

Whether it can consistently replace the recommended quantity of conventional urea;
Whether it produces the same crop yield under different soils and climatic conditions;
The correct timing and number of sprays;

Its performance across different crops; and

Whether laboratory claims are consistently reflected under actual farm conditions.
Farmers generally adopt a new input only when they repeatedly observe reliable yield and
financial benefits.

Therefore, wider acceptance of Nano Urea depends on transparent field trials, crop-
specific recommendations, farmer training and independent scientific evaluation.

BSE adds 5.1 1akh crore as
rupee appreciates, crude dips

Broad-based buying and improving global sentiment lead the rally; market capitalisation of

BSE-listed firms surges ¥5.1 lakh crore to ¥480.8 lakh crore, following the rebound in equities

MUMBAI

sharp fall in crude
A oil prices amid eas-
ing tensions in

West Asia and appreciation
of rupee, propped up In-
dia’s equity markets with
Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE) gaining more than
1%, adding 5.10 lakh crore
in capitalisation.

The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex closed 1.02% higher at
76,835.78 points and the
50-share National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) Nifty surged
228.50 points, or 0.96% to
23,995.95 points.

Broad-based rally

More than 2,250 stocks in-
creased of the 3,446 that
traded on Monday and all
the sectoral indices im-
proved, suggesting a
broad-based rally.

The market capitalisa-
tion of BSE-listed compa-
nies surged 5.1 lakh crore
to ¥480.8 lakh crore, fol-

76,800

76,600

76,400 Ra“ylﬂg t('eﬂd

o

Investors’ sentimentimproved as the rupee
appreciated following the crude oil price dip

76,200+

Chart shows the mavement of the Sensex en Monday

T T T
09.00 10.00 11.00 12.00

T T T
13.00 14.00 15.00

lowing the rebound in
equities. “The market has
bounced back sharply
from near the cluster sup-
port of around 23,600
(previous opening upside
gap of June 15 and ascend-
ing trend line) and is now
on the verge of breaking
above the immediate resis-
tance of 24,000-24,100 le-
vels,” said Nagaraj Shetti,
Senior Technical Research
Analyst at HDFC Securities

The optimism can be at-
tributed to the 61 paise ap-

Contact Number : 997193

preciation in the value of
the Indian rupee , pushing
it to ¥95.96 a dollar as
crude oil dipped to $86.5 a
barrel, 6% below the pre-
vious session.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee
opened at 96.18 and
touched the low of 96.27
and high of 95.78 against
the greenback during the
session, finally settling at
95.92 (provisional) against
the dollar, up 61 paise
against its previous closing

Website : patrioticias.in

level. According to forex
traders, the local currency
also support from a firm
trend in domestic equities
and weakness in the US
dollar against major cur-
rencies. Further, the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
governor said that Indian
banks had drawn FCNR(B)
deposits worth $32 billion
so far, which is at least half
of $50 billion to $70 billion
that the monetary authori-
ty plans to garner from
NRIs, in a bid to reign in
the rupee depreciation.

“Despite continued vul-
nerability to oil related vo-
latility arising from geopol-
itical tensions, technical
indicators have shifted ma-
terially. Spot USDINR has
slipped below its ascend-
ing channel support, sig-
nalling potential continua-
tion toward 95.60 and
9540 in the sessions
ahead,” said Dilip Parmar,
Senior Research Analyst at
HDFC Securities.

(With inputs from PTI)
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28J7. BSE adds ¥5.1 lakh crore as rupee appreciates, crude dips
9 Y AT 3T Fo Ad A Fordl 7 Pige F BSE # 25,1 ar@ #1035 Y Ferad|

A sharp fall in crude oil prices amid easing tensions in West Asia and appreciation of the
Indian rupee propped up India’s equity markets, with the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)
gaining more than 1%, adding ¥5.10 lakh crore in market capitalisation.

qfas TfAAT H T FH gl F ST wed dd Y FAAT F 9 FTR1Ee 3R AR 393 FHr
AT o AR & AT TTART 1 TGN o2, Toredy aiea Feler waassr (BSE) # 1% ¥ 31fde
TG &1 g% 3TN ATSR JoNoT 37 25.10 1@ F035 1 gef g3

The 30-share BSE Sensex closed 1.02% higher at 76,835.78 points and the 50-share
National Stock Exchange (NSE) Nifty surged 228.50 points, or 0.96%, to 23,995.95
points.

30 R ATAT BSE QFH 1.02% h §¢d & I1Y 76,835.78 mwéagm, STefes 50 AT qTeT
AAAT TeTh TFHHS (NSE) fAwdy 228.50 ﬁmo.%%amz&ggs.gsaqugmml

Broad-based rally|
SATYF TR qTell AT

More than 2,250 stocks increased of the 3,446 that traded on Monday and all the sectoral
indices improved, suggesting a broad-based rally.

HIHTR Y RGN 6 aTel 3,446 AT F T 2,250 & 30 AR 7 Iad gor i a1 qar it

& FaHThT A1 GUR 31T, S SATTeh HTUR ATl it T Hohel &l 81
The market capitalisation of BSE-listed companies surged ¥5.1 lakh crore to ¥480.8 lakh
crore, following the rebound in equities.

IR & IS ol o a1g; BSE H Fehtagyr HFUfal 7 aTeR Golleior 5.1 a1 F03 Tt 1480.8
AT A3 81 4T

“The market has bounced back sharply from near the cluster support of around 23,600
(previous opening upside gap of June 15 and ascending trend line) and is now on the verge
of breaking above the immediate resistance of 24,000-24,100 levels,” said Nagaraj Shetti,
Senior Technical Research Analyst at HDFC Securities.

HDFC Securities & HfaaR efFaaa Rad fredys anrrer Aed) @ Fgr, "R #9791 23,600
& FerEeY FUIC (15 S+ & HTH1Ss 3T 3R 3RIET &3 a1seT) § Aol & 3917 § 31X 31 24,000-
24,100 ¥ dTchifoleh FFaRIY TR T IR ¥t & He g 1"

The optimism can be attributed to the 61 paise appreciation in the value of the Indian
rupee, pushing it to ¥95.96 per dollar as crude oil dipped to $86.5 a barrel, 6% below the
previous session.

TE HhRIcHS HGlel HRAT T94 H 61 J7 Y AT & HROT a1, faq@ saehr fafaama X
%95.96 9T ST &1 315, ST hed de I hIFAd Tea 86.5 3T} I 3Tl 3§ 713, S Roor aF
Y JelelT 7 6% e AT

At the interbank foreign exchange market, the rupee opened at 96.18 and touched the low

of 96.27 and high of 95.78 against the US dollar during the session, finally settling at 95.92
(provisional), up 61 paise from its previous closing level.

-4 Fael e IR & FU™AT 96.18 T Gell AR FHRIAR o SRT=T FARAY STer & Fhrerer
96.27 o foTerel AT 95.78 & ITd AR I Tel & STq 3icel: 95.92 (3=ATaIA) T e g3, St el

¢ T U 61 ¥ HAoraa ol

According to forex traders, the local currency also received support from a firm trend in
domestic equities and weakness in the US dollar against major currencies.
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faeel eT FRIETRET & AR, T 7T 1 8 WA TAR Y FALCA TUT T FHl3HT
Hehreel FAREY ST T AR T ¢ FAL fHe|

e Further, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor said that Indian banks had drawn
FCNR(B) deposits worth $32 billion so far, which is at least half of the $50 billion to $70
billion that the central bank plans to mobilise from NRIs, in a bid to rein in the rupee
depreciation.

% ITaReFd SRAT R & (RBI) & I7daX o gl foh TRAT Sl ¥ 319 Ao 32 3RT STel &
FCNR(B) STAT S[CTU &, ST FaTelt SRRt (NRIs) & S[ETT ST dTel 50 § 70 3R STel o ofad b
A U HH YT | SHHT 3652 A & HIHEAA ! (AT HLeT 5

o “Despite continued vulnerability to oil-related volatility arising from geopolitical tensions,
technical indicators have shifted materially. Spot USD/INR has slipped below its ascending
channel support, signalling potential continuation toward 95.60 and 95.40 in the sessions
ahead,” said Dilip Parmar, Senior Research Analyst at HDFC Securities.

HDFC Securities & Hiferat R faredws feeliT waAR & e, " o1-Tsr=iifae qamal & 3cdee
AT e HTPUTAT & SNTGH T TGl & FTAS]G, cAeheilehl Hehelehl H SeolTeld SGelld 3T §| FWic
USD/INR 379e0T 3RIET detTel YT I@T =11 31T 3T &, ST 37T aTer &A1 7 95.60 31k 95.40 %
TR T HHIGAT T v ST 1"

GS Paper Il1: Science and Technology | 28 July 2026
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2837 [ QuUIZ

28J7 | BoB’s ‘critical data’ leaks on dark web, bank initiates probe

d%F 3T TgteT FT ‘Fgeaqor 3 3T AT W AF, dF A ST YE AN

GS IIl: S&T . 28J7. QUIZ
A L I.-..-.-.---..'
QUESTION 5 ; ) ) o
Klaus Roth won the Medal in 1958 forhiswork 1. Element whose gas forms a trifluoride that is highly
on the approximdtion. Fill in the reactive — Chlorine (C|F3)

blanks with a term named for lfhe ancient Greek
mathematician considered by_h'lany to be the . . . . . . )
inventor of algebra. Fill in the blank. e The highly reactive gaseous trifluoride of chlorine is chlorine

Answers to July 21 quiz: trifluoride (CIF3), an interhalogen compound consisting of one chlorine
1. Element whose gas form with trifluoride is atom bonded to three fluorine atoms.

highly reactive - Ans: Chlorine ‘ e CIF3 is one of the most powerful known fluorinating and oxidising
2. Gaseous uranium compound used during

centrifuge enrichment - Ans: Uranium agents. It reacts violently with water, organic substances, glass, sand
hexafluoride and many metals, making it extremely hazardous to handle.

3. Free-radical gas whose formula spells an e Unlike many chemicals that require an external ignition source,
el A A WO i o] chlorine trifluoride can ignite combustible materials spontaneously

4. First that the hellum hydride fonmarked - 05,50 of its exceptional oxidising ability.

Ans: Universe’s first molecule . L . .. . .

5. Noble element whose difluoride form is e Owingtoits high reactivity, CIF3 has bec_an mves_tlgated for
highly radioactive - Ans: Radon specialised industrial applications such as cleaning semiconductor
Visual: Osmium equipment and processing nuclear fuel, although its practical use

remains limited due to stringent safety requirements.
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Chlorine belongs to Group 17 (Halogens) of the periodic table. It commonly forms oxidation
states of -1, +1, +3, +5 and +7, enabling the formation of several fluorides, including CIF,
CIF; and CIFs.

2. Gaseous uranium compound used during centrifuge enrichment —Uranium
Hexafluoride (UFg)

Uranium hexafluoride (UFg) is the only uranium compound that becomes a stable gas at
relatively low temperatures, making it suitable for uranium isotope enrichment.

During the enrichment process, natural uranium is first converted into UFg gas, which is then
introduced into high-speed gas centrifuges to separate the lighter Uranium-235 (*U) isotope
from the heavier Uranium-238 (*U) isotope.

Uranium enrichment increases the proportion of 25U, which is essential for manufacturing fuel
used in most commercial nuclear power reactors and, at much higher enrichment levels,
nuclear weapons.

UFs is highly reactive with moisture and rapidly forms hydrogen fluoride (HF) and uranyl
fluoride (UO,F;) upon contact with water, requiring specialised storage and handling
systems.

After enrichment, the UF¢ gas is chemically converted into uranium dioxide (UO,) pellets,
which are fabricated into nuclear fuel assemblies for electricity generation in nuclear reactors.

3. Free-radical gas whose formula spells an English word — NO (Nitric Oxide)

Nitric oxide (NO) is a gaseous free radical because it contains one unpaired electron,
making it chemically reactive despite being relatively stable under physiological conditions.
Its molecular formula, NO, also forms the English word "No", making it a popular scientific
quiz question.

In the human body, nitric oxide acts as an important cell-signalling molecule. It relaxes
blood vessels (vasodilation), thereby regulating blood pressure and improving blood
circulation.

In 1998, the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was awarded jointly to Robert F.
Furchgott, Louis J. Ignarro, and Ferid Murad for discovering nitric oxide's role as a
signalling molecule in the cardiovascular system.

Besides its biological importance, nitric oxide is produced naturally during lightning and
combustion processes and plays a role in atmospheric chemistry, including the formation of
nitrogen oxides (NOx), which influence air quality.

4. First that the helium hydride ion marked — Universe's First Molecule

The helium hydride ion (HeH") is widely regarded as the first molecule formed in the
Universe, appearing only a few hundred thousand years after the Big Bang, when the
Universe cooled sufficiently for atoms to combine.

It formed when ionised helium (He*) combined with neutral hydrogen (H), producing HeH*
and releasing energy. This initiated the earliest stages of cosmic chemistry.

The formation of HeH* enabled subsequent chemical reactions that eventually led to the
production of molecular hydrogen (H.), the most abundant molecule in the Universe and an
essential ingredient for star formation.

Although predicted theoretically for decades, the helium hydride ion was first detected in 2019
within the planetary nebula NGC 7027 using the SOFIA (Stratospheric Observatory for
Infrared Astronomy) airborne observatory.

The discovery confirmed long-standing cosmological models describing the chemical
evolution of the early Universe and provided strong observational evidence supporting Big
Bang chemistry.

5. Noble element whose difluoride form is highly radioactive — Radon (RnF3)
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e Radon (Rn) is a Group 18 noble gas and is the only naturally occurring radioactive noble
gas found in significant quantities in the Earth's crust.

e Under specialised laboratory conditions, radon can react with fluorine to form radon
difluoride (RnF3), although the compound is extremely unstable because of the intense
radioactivity of radon.

e The most stable naturally occurring isotope, Radon-222, is produced during the radioactive
decay of Radium-226 in the uranium decay series and has a half-life of about 3.8 days.

¢ Radon gas can accumulate inside poorly ventilated buildings, particularly in basements and
underground structures. Long-term exposure significantly increases the risk of lung cancer,
making it one of the leading natural sources of radiation exposure worldwide.

e Because of its radioactivity and short half-life, RnF; has no commercial applications and is
studied primarily for understanding noble gas chemistry and the behaviour of radioactive
elements under extreme chemical conditions.

BoB’s ‘critical data’
leaks on dark web,
bank initiates probe

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Bank of Baroda (BoB) has
initiated a forensic investi-
gation into breach of criti-
cal data that has reportedly
leaked one TB (terrabyte)
worth of data.

“A comprehensive fo-
rensic investigation has
been initiated, and the
bank is working closely
with the relevant authori-
ties in accordance with ap-
plicable regulatory re-
quirements,” the bank said
in its statement, a day after
the data leak was informed
by people through social
media posts.

Going by the posts, the
critical data of the banks
was leaked into darkweb, a
private internet network
where users’ location in-
formation cannot be
tracked and is not indexed
in the World Wide Web.

“The bank has robust in-
formation security proto-
cols in place. The incident
involved compromise of an
employee’s email account,

resulting in unauthorised
access to certain data. The
matter was promptly iden-
tified, and immediate con-
tainment measures were
implemented,” BoB said.

‘Core banking secure’

The bank’s core banking
systems were not accessed
and “continue to remain
secure”, it communicated
through a post on its offi-
cial social media handle X.

The post seems to be in
response to media reports
and social media discus-
sions claiming that over 1
TB of data, including per-
sonal Aadhaar details of
customers, has been ac-
cessed in an unauthorised
manner and posted on the
dark web for free.

It was not immediately
clear how many customers
were affected.

The leak comes amid
growing concerns over cy-
bersecurity risks facing
large companies and finan-
cial institutions that store
vast amounts of customer
and business data.

28J7. BoB’s ‘critical data’ leaks on dark web,
bank initiates probe

dF 3TE FstaT F1 ‘Fgeaqur 3er 3% AT W A,
d ST E A

e Bank of Baroda (BoB) has initiated a forensic
investigation into the breach of critical data that
reportedly leaked about one terabyte (TB) of information.

&% 307w T3laT (BoB) o Ayl ST H Her & AHA H
BRI ST & T 8, T ST T § 18T 0 Sa1ge
(TB) 3eT I 3T &

o “A comprehensive forensic investigation has
been initiated, and the bank is working closely with the
relevant authorities in accordance with applicable
regulatory requirements,” the bank said in its statement,

a day after the data leak was reported through social
media posts.

e & 379 ST H gl "TF SATIH BRIAF ST E FI &Y
¢ § AR dF o) PR raeaant & 3eTeT HEfa
WOt & A1 fAAHT F1F HT @1 E1" Ig 93T |ereT

39T iEel & ATETH T 32T ol FI SATTRRT AT T &

T T a1, ST fomam aram|

e Going by the posts, the critical data of the bank
was leaked onto the dark web, a private internet network
where users’ location information cannot be tracked and
which is not indexed on the World Wide Web.

$eT GIECT o TN, S T Hgearqor 3T 31 a9 I ik 3T,
ST Teh Al $XeIC e & STal SUATHRAIAT T dAlehelel T
Tl 6T ST ST Hehell 3R 518 Ie3 9183 a9 W Geliaey
TET fohaT SITaT|

o “The bank has robust information security protocols in place. The incident involved
compromise of an employee’s email account, resulting in unauthorised access to certain
data. The matter was promptly identified, and immediate containment measures were
implemented,” BoB said.
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‘Core banking secure’

The bank’s core banking systems were not accessed and “continue to remain
secure”, it communicated through a post on its official X handle.

Sieh o 31eT ITAHIRE X et O T o 36h FR v yonforat oo Fg Irafirpe aga 7@t
£5 % 3N 3 a1 o e 2

The post appears to be in response to media reports and social media discussions claiming
that over 1 TB of data, including customers’ personal Aadhaar details, had been accessed in
an unauthorised manner and posted on the dark web for free.

Ig ure 3 #Aifzar Raret 3k arerer AfEar Tanii & a9 § g gt §, [o=1a grar fohar arar
T TR ITEh h SATFdITT MUK faavor afga 1mﬁaﬁ$§aﬁm®iﬁrq§awaﬂ
39 3Tk A9 I fo¥:¢oeh SIS T T I & |

It was not immediately clear how many customers were affected.
wgﬁmaﬁawﬁsﬁmﬁmmqﬂﬁa@%‘l

The leak comes amid growing concerns over cybersecurity risks facing large companies
and financial institutions that store vast amounts of customer and business data.

g 32T ofleh VW THY TH 37T § 579 A1gehi 3R caraa@rRAss 3eT 1 faumer #sR 3@a
aTell 991 uferar T R ST & T Ted AISET {IAT SNfRAT o] AT
AR 9¢ W@l gl

GS Paper I11: Environment 28 July 2026
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28J7 | Beyond compliance, India’s road to cleaner mobility

Fael eTqTelel ¥ A Taes Afrefierar i 3R 7R A TE|
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Beyond compliance, India’s road to cleaner mobility

he debate over India’s proposed

Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency

(CAFE) IIl norms comes at a crucial

time for the global automobile industry
as it transitions from internal combustion engines
(ICE) to electrified powertrains. It also highlights
India’s vulnerability to imported crude oil amid
renewed geopolitical tensions. The framework
India adopts today will influence investment,
technology choices and energy security for
decades.

CAFE 11, compliance or transformation
The Power Ministry’s July 16 draft notification
marks the third iteration of CAFE III after months
of industry lobbying. While some manufacturers
pushed for stricter norms, others sought
flexibility. The proposal attempts a compromise,
but the question remains whether it prioritises
compliance over transformation.

CAFE norms set annual sales-weighted average
fuel-efficiency targets for manufacturers’
passenger vehicle fleets rather than individual

despite having highly fuel-efficient ICE models if
it had no EVs in its portfolio. It would need to buy
credits from companies such as Tata Motors or
Mahindra, which generate NEV credits through
their EV portfolios. While CAFC credits can be
banked, carried forward or transferred within
corporate groups, NEV credits cannot be offset in
the same way. The results are evident. According
to the International Energy Agency’s Global EV
Outlook 2026, China sold more than 13 million
electric cars in 2025, accounting for almost 55%
of new passenger vehicle sales. Comparable
figures were about 27% in the European Union,
nearly 10% in the U.S. and around 4% in India.
India’s own debate has centred on differences
between Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and
Mahindra & Mahindra. An earlier proposal
effectively carved out lighter small cars from the
full stringency of CAFE I11. That exemption has
since been removed. The current proposal seeks
to reduce average emissions from around 113
gC0z/km to 77 gCOz/km by FY2031-32. On paper,
that appears ambitious. Yet, the headline target

after trading. The BEE is therefore not a market
exchange but effectively a seller of last resort.

In theory, this introduces efficiency into the
system. In practice, it allows companies that are
lagging to meet compliance requirements without
upgrading their own technology. Moreover, the
draft notification allows manufacturers to buy
compliance credits from the BEE at ¥2,500 per
gram of COz/km in FY2028, rising to 34,500 by
FY2032. By comparison, the Energy Conservation
Act prescribes additional penalties of 25,000 or
¥50,000 per vehicle depending on the extent of
non-compliance. Expressed in CAFE terms, the
lower penalty threshold is broadly equivalent to a
little over 25,000 per gram of COz/km, implying
that the proposed buyout price begins at less
than half that level.

Finally, compliance is assessed over three-year
blocks before shifting to two-year blocks, allowing
manufacturers to average performance across.
multiple years rather than meeting targets
annually. Therefore, delays in one year can be
compensated in another.

models. Introduced in the United States in 1975 tells only part of the story.
after the 1973 Arab oil embargo, they aimed to The case of CNG
reduce oil dependence and protect consumers The cost of flexibility Taken together, these mechanisms significantly

from high fuel costs. The rules caused
automakers to adopt smaller, more efficient
vehicles. This also helped accelerate the rise of
Japanese manufacturers.

From the 1990, fuel-efficiency regulations
gained a second purpose: reducing
greenhouse-gas emissions. In the United States,
the EPA’s Endangerment Finding brought
greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act, with
later emissions standards aligned closely with
CAFE rules. While technology-neutral, the rules
encouraged innovation in hybrids and electric
vehicles (EV). Ironically, the Obama
administration’s $465 million Department of
Energy loan to Tesla in 2010 helped accelerate an
EV industry now dominated by China.

China’s experience is even more instructive. It
introduced mandatory fuel-consumption
standards in 2004, initially regulating individual
vehicle models by weight rather than fleet
averages. As car ownership surged, concerns over
oil imports and urban air pollution grew. The
standards tightened over time before China
changed direction in 2018 with the introduction
of its Dual Credit System.

Under this framework, manufacturers must
meet both Corporate Average Fuel Consumption
(CAFC) standards and New Energy Vehicle (NEV)

The revised framework introduces several
flexibility mechanisms that, taken together,
substantially reduce its effective stringency.

The first is the Carbon Neutrality Factor, which
awards compliance benefits for vehicles
compatible with higher ethanol blends and other
fuels. Yet, the government has informed
Parliament that no decision has been taken to
move beyond E20 blending (20% plant-based
ethanol with 80% regular petrol). Manufacturers
therefore receive compliance advantages for
technologies whose long-term policy trajectory
remains uncertain. Ethanol is also more
expensive than petrol, and has lower energy
density, and therefore delivers lower mileage — a
fact belatedly acknowledged by the Centre after it
drew severe criticism.

The second is the use of super credits. Battery
EVs, plug-in hybrids, strong hybrids and flex-fuel
vehicles receive additional weight in fleet
calculations. While this encourages cleaner
technologies, it also means that fewer actual
low-emission vehicle sales are required to offset
higher-emission models. Strong hybrids, which
generally rely primarily on the ICE while using
electric propulsion over relatively short di:

alter the stringency of these regulations. Which
raises a fundamental question: What is the
purpose of a regulation?

Regulation should shape markets rather than
simply accommodate prevailing market
preferences. India’s own experience with
compressed natural gas (CNG) illustrates the
point. Once policy support aligned with
regulatory certainty, manufacturers rapidly
introduced CNG variants. Regulation can create
markets as much as respond to them.

To put this in perspective: manufacturers’
voluntary commitments already average nearly
20% EV share by 2030, with several original
equipment manufacturers aiming for 30% or
higher. In effect, the revised regulation attempts
only half of what the industry itself has
committed to. The timing also matters. India
remains heavily dependent on imported crude,
exposing the economy to geopolitical shocks,
imported inflation and currency pressures.
Strengthening fuel-efficiency standards is
therefore not merely an environmental objective.
It is an energy-security strategy, an industrial
policy and a macroeconomic imperative.

and at lower speeds, also receive super-credit
benefits despite offering only partial

These pments highlight the urgency and
significance of revising India’s CAFE norms, as
they offer an opportunity to address a

credit requirements. Fuel-efficiency compliance Weak fuel electrification. macroeconomic vulnerability while helping meet
alone is insufficient. Companies that fail to earn efficiency The third mechanism is banking and trading of | India’s Glasgow commitment on energy

enough NEV credits through EV or plug-in hybrid norms risk compliance credits. Manufacturers efficiency.

production must purchase credits from those " . >h outperforming their targets can accumulate India should seize this opportunity to position
with surplus EV production, creating a market eeping the credits and sell them to others. In addition, the itself alongside the world’s leading automotive
that rewards innovation and penalises delayed country draft allows companies to buy credits directly markets in the transition to low-carbon mobility.
electrification. For example, in India, Maruti dependent on from the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) at

Suzuki could remain NEV credit-deficient by 18% imported oil administratively fixed prices if deficits remain Kunal.shankar@thehindu.co.in

28J7. Beyond compliance, India’s road to cleaner mobility

Fae IeTUTel W A Taea Afarefierar v 3 7R A TE|

e The debate over India’s proposed Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency (CAFE) lll norms
comes at a crucial time for the global automobile industry as it transitions from internal
combustion engines (ICE) to electrified powertrains.

HRA & TEATTAd PRUNE 30 $UT ga1ar (CAFE) || AT 9T Tl T 968 0 Agedqul A
AR, ST IR AT 3T HARF g6 977 (ICE) § Rggeligper ravear 1 3K
ThHUT HX ET g

e It also highlights India’s vulnerability to imported crude oil amid renewed geopolitical
tensions.

g YoT: 3R §-Tetaliforeh deAral o i<y 31Tl Fed A TR R Y 3ol 3R 389 3cqeat
HacaT2Nerdr &t 8t 35PR T &

e The framework India adopts today will influence investment, technology choices and
energy security for decades.

3TTST TR ST TGN YA, g 3HToA ATl G0t cieh forarer, WeAfarhr fasredt cram swsit e 1
FHITIT M|

CAFE lIl, compliance or transformation
CAFE III: 3reTatersT a1 qRacieT |
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The Power Ministry’s July 16 draft notification marks the third iteration of CAFE 11l after
months of industry lobbying.

ega FAreT 1 16 Fel1$ Y IR HFAGEAT ST SITcl hT g HENAT bl AT o a1G CAFE Il
& TR TEROT T Ffaferfica s &1

While some manufacturers pushed for stricter norms, others sought flexibility.

STE1 e [HTAHT ¥ TR SR HIeTehl hT dehlelcl Y, TET g o THIATIST FeTeT et T HiIT
Eall

The proposal attempts a compromise, but the question remains whether it prioritises
compliance over transformation.

I TECTT Ueh FHGHCT T FAR FAT 8, o] TeaT Ig 1 §311 & 3 71 I8 et i1 3rdem
el HeTaTere ol JTATHHAT ST B |

CAFE norms set annual sales-weighted average fuel-efficiency targets for manufacturers’
passenger vehicle fleets rather than individual models.

CAFE A& FaRTd AlSdl & Jo [AATar3it & It amgeT a8t & fov aifi¥e sl sitaa

$4eT gaTdT we g [AuIRa = &

Introduced in the United States in 1975 after the 1973 Arab oil embargo, they aimed to
reduce oil dependence and protect consumers from high fuel costs.

SeTehT QE3TT 1973 & 3T A Ffalaer & ST 1975 H WYF T IHANHT &7 1 978 ot foraenr
3¢aRT ad IX fASRAT A HIAT TAT STHFATIN T TSl $8 ARTA & TATAT AT

The rules caused automakers to adopt smaller, more efficient vehicles.

ST ToIT#T & HROT arget ATt & B 3R 317 S4er g7 argalt & 39|

This also helped accelerate the rise of Japanese manufacturers.

ST AT aTgeT fARTAT3IT & 3T i o a1fay feh|

From the 1990s, fuel-efficiency regulations gained a second purpose: reducing
greenhouse-gas emissions.

1990 & g ¥ $eeT qatar R 1 qERT 3682 MAeT3H AW Icworet I HH e o &eT
ara|

In the United States, the EPA’s Endangerment Finding brought greenhouse gases under
the Clean Air Act, with later emissions standards aligned closely with CAFE rules.

gFd U IANFTH EPA & Endangerment Finding & ATeIH & fiere3w 3l &1 Faes ag
AR (Clean Air Act) F 37d3Td ST ITAT TAT 1E, S 3cToiel HleTehl T CAFE faa#t &
HARY SATAT 7T

\(N;"(; technology-neutral, the rules encouraged innovation in hybrids and electric vehicles
EVs).

I 3 s siefarhr-aery 9, fhe off 3l a1fars dJor safees argal (EVs) H Farar &r
Sicaried fear

Ironically, the Obama administration’s $465 million Department of Energy loan to Tesla
in 2010 helped accelerate an EV industry now dominated by China.

faSaa I8 & 6 2010 7 HIETAT TATHT SART SEAT T IGAT I1AT FoAT AHTIT 7 465 FATITT 3TeR
FT HOT 38 FAfaeah aTea 36N 1 a1l oot & Hegrgeh &1, f5re ux 317eT et b1 wogea &1

China’s experience is even more instructive.
et 7 J1eToa sa ot 37feres RIeTve ¢

It introduced mandatory fuel-consumption standards in 2004, initially regulating individual
vehicle models by weight rather than fleet averages.

et o 2004 F I ST TId AT o1 fohv, TSI TReT & 99 & 3l o SoTg g iebelared
gTgeT ATSl &l 3eToh AR & IR W fafFaf@a frar =)
As car ownership surged, concerns over oil imports and urban air pollution grew.

S-S aTgtt T TR Jel, el AT TUT AFL AT TGHOT I oo TS 8 Feelt a1 |
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The standards tightened over time before China changed direction in 2018 with the
introduction of its Dual Credit System.

AT & T A AT AR FOR g 37T, Toraeh a1g 2018 # <ot of 37T HTST ToTTelt e < 7
IESURIECIE]

Under this framework, manufacturers must meet both Corporate Average Fuel
Consumption (CAFC) standards and New Energy Vehicle (NEV) credit requirements.

SH SHAEAT & A TAATATHT bl FRIRE e Seat TUT (CAFC) AlTeh! TUT 7 UeTofl Sgrahel
(NEV) hf3T 3TaIRAT3T—aIAT ST UTeleT AT BIcT &1

Fuel-efficiency compliance alone is insufficient.

el $UT GATAT T IHeTaTeret TATeT el 21

Companies that fail to earn enough NEV credits through EV or plug-in hybrid production

must purchase credits from those with surplus EV production, creating a market that rewards
innovation and penalises delayed electrification.

S HUfAaT s argall (EV) IT TAIT-3T g13f4S & 3cUTe & ATETH T gITed NEV *ise
TS g R aTch, 37 3IfAReFT EV 3curea arel Fufaal & $ise @lies gsa &) sad var
STSIR T I & Sl AR St GcHTied T & T faggeinior & &l et arell 1 &fsd

FATel

For example, in India, Maruti Suzuki could remain NEV credit-deficient by 18% despite
having highly fuel-efficient ICE models if it had no EVs in its portfolio.

3ETERT & foIT, TR 3 AT AT Tyt & NEHITeRT # gafFea aree (EV) 78 &, aF sreafas
SU G&T ICE HISH il & dTdsle a8 18% NEV %3¢ it F#t & 1% 1§ Fehell &

It would need to buy credits from companies such as Tata Motors or Mahindra, which
generate NEV credits through their EV portfolios.

39 et A 3rYar AfREr o Hufaat @ shfee @lies gt S 379e EV awifeY & Arcaa @
NEV #f3e 31fad T &

While CAFC credits can be banked, carried forward or transferred within corporate groups,
NEV credits cannot be offset in the same way.

T8I CAFC 3¢ I GRI&IT @M SIT Fehel &, 33T of ST ST Hehll § 31T HdRE HHgH & HIeR
TATATIR RT3 ThdT &, Tet NEV Hi3T T THISTT 34T TR Al [T SIT TehcT|

The results are evident.
SHF IRUMH TI5% &9 & @S &

According to the International Energy Agency’s Global EV Outlook 2026, China sold more
than 13 million electric cars in 2025, accounting for almost 55% of new passenger vehicle
sales.

HAUSET FaiT Toidl (IEA) T Global EV Outlook 2026 RAYE & 3@, et o 2025 7 1.3
03 A AT sATFed N 9, ST AT IET T8 TAHT HT ST 55% |

Comparable figures were about 27% in the European Union, nearly 10% in the U.S. and
around 4% in India.

JeIeTcH &9 & g HTehsT JUIRT T 3 ST 27%, HIF UT ARSI & 31871 10% AT
IR H ST 4% T

India’s own debate has centred on differences between Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and
Mahindra & Mahindra.

R T 371 TEH ATSTT FolehY, TTeT Aed TaT AfdaT U3 AR & &g Aqsieh wHRa W

An earlier proposal effectively carved out lighter small cars from the full stringency of CAFE
M.

T4 & Teh T 7 goehl SIS FRI ! CAFE |11 T qoT HRaT & FHIE §7 § F16T T@T 107 AT
That exemption has since been removed.
SHF 91 q BT FATT F &Y IS §
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e The current proposal seeks to reduce average emissions from around 113 gCO,/km to 77
gCO,/km by FY2031-32.

FIHIT T¥ATT T 3e63T fadig a¥ 2031-32 T 3rad Seqole &l 97397 113 gCOz/km & Tl
77 gCO,/km FIATE |
e On paper, that appears ambitious.
HTITST W G 18T Agcdramial Toid aldT &1
e Yet, the headline target tells only part of the story.
6T o7, T F&T e G FETel T harel Teh HIET &1 Y& AT B |

The cost of flexibility
AT FY AT

e The revised framework introduces several flexibility mechanisms that, taken together,
substantially reduce its effective stringency.

TN TRET 5 Teterger Farefl ol T Tl T ¢, ST AIHfeh T F SHAT T FSRAT
P IeATAT T T FH T e ¢

e Thefirst is the Carbon Neutrality Factor, which awards compliance benefits for vehicles
compatible with higher ethanol blends and other fuels.

mﬁaa@ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ%@ﬁaﬁﬁamméﬁ%wmﬁﬁ
3TeTUTTeT HeY 8T YeTel el B

e Yet, the government has informed Parliament that no decision has been taken to move
beyond E20 blending (20% plant-based ethanol with 80% regular petrol).

e off, TR o wHg &1 GRd R § f E20 fsror (20% ereafa-3menfia wdeiter 9am 80%
HIAT Ugiel)  37T9T §Ga1 ol g (AU sTal [ordT AT & |

e Manufacturers therefore receive compliance advantages for technologies whose long-term
policy trajectory remains uncertain.

39 9N, faaTar v sleaifaferat & fow Wmmmm%maﬂm
Afaare fam 373t off sifAfRaT B

e Ethanol is also more expensive than petrol, and has lower energy density, and therefore
delivers lower mileage — a fact belatedly acknowledged by the Centre after it drew severe
criticism.
TR UgIel T Jofall 7 37TeIeh HEI &, SHAT FaAl UeTdll A 8, IR SATAT Tg o AFelST el
FIATE — T AT Pl ohg, of A1 AT o 916 Tdold & TR fhaT|

e The second is the use of super credits.
GERT & YU HI3TH T 3T &

e Battery EVs, plug-in hybrids, strong hybrids and flex-fuel vehicles receive additional
weight in fleet calculations.

el &N, T3 e1sfars, Teiear s T waFH-we arger welle arorenait 7 srfaferd ov
gred ad &

e While this encourages cleaner technologies, it also means that fewer actual low-emission
vehicle sales are required to offset higher-emission models.

e sa8 Taeo Wi faifenat sl dicargs e &, wiq et 3718 g o § o 31T seqote
gTel ATSTT T IRITS F TIT AEATIF FH-IcHIT ATl T el fSshT &1 TATCH g9t |

e Strong hybrids, which generally rely primarily on the ICE while using electric propulsion over
relatively short distances and at lower speeds, also receive super-credit benefits despite
offering only partial electrification.

T T3NS, ST HAI: HET &9 & HTdRF gt goeT (ICE) W R @l § AT 31987ehel
T g1 3R e 1T I T Toiest 1 3TANT X &, hael 31 fegeientor ve= #iat &
STASIG GUR-HTST o1 e i B
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The third mechanism is banking and trading of compliance credits.
Ve o JreTaTeret $3et T Here IR AR ¢
Manufacturers outperforming their targets can accumulate credits and sell them to others.

S fATAT 379sT 18T & 98] Ue2T Fld g, 9 hise TR I 3o 3T AT T 9 b £ |

In addition, the draft allows companies to buy credits directly from the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE) at administratively fixed prices if deficits remain after trading.

g8 31T, AHlET HUTIT T SATIR o dTe HT HHT ol TR FaAT GaTaT 43 (BEE) &
e ® & U 7o W @ Hf3e @lics H s aarg |

The BEE is therefore not a market exchange but effectively a seller of last resort.

39 Y&, BEE #1$ aTaiR fafeter 79 718t &, Sfoe womay 9 & sifasr Raew & Rgwan & sffar
fAsTar g

In theory, this introduces efficiency into the system.
et F F, SHX TUT F gaTar 3l ¢

In practice, it allows companies that are lagging to meet compliance requirements without
upgrading their own technology.

agR H, I8 [os W haferdl St 3raeit FieN vt Seaict fohT foeim & 3earelet 3maeshaail I
O et T TATT ST B

Moreover, the draft notification allows manufacturers to buy compliance credits from the
BEE at ¥2,500 per gram of CO,/km in FY2028, rising to ¥4,500 by FY2032.

g8 faRera, Fdter siftrgae AT 1 fae af 2028 7 BEE & CO,/frslt & wfd A o
%2,500 T eI W T HEC TIea T AT &l 8, S e a¥ 2032 T T 24,500 &1
S|

By comparison, the Energy Conservation Act prescribes additional penalties of ¥25,000 or
¥50,000 per vehicle depending on the extent of nhon-compliance.

JeIeTcHh & &, Folt G&ToT IfAfATer sre7areret ot avelt by T & TR ox il arger €25,000

372797 50,000 & JTAREFT &8 &7 WIaeTe T g

Expressed in CAFE terms, the lower penalty threshold is broadly equivalent to a little over
¥5,000 per gram of CO,/km, implying that the proposed buyout price begins at less than half
that level.

CAFE & He31 7 &8 o fore=T &3 ¥ CO./MFalt 3 wfy et o) aamsmer 25,000 ¥ 7o 3f &
W B, T80 Ig Hehd AT & 7o Seatiad @lie Hed 38 Tk & 374 & off A & IR 81l &

Finally, compliance is assessed over three-year blocks before shifting to two-year blocks,
allowing manufacturers to average performance across multiple years rather than meeting
targets annually.

37cTct:, 3Te]dTelel T Hediehe Tgol cier-a¥iay rafert & 3R 38 are aY-afa sraftrat & frar
ST, forad frtar afcad e g et o s & avt & 3ad el & TR W) 3HedTelel
F Fhal |

Therefore, delays in one year can be compensated in another.

SH TehR, Teh Ay T oY T #1718 gAY ¥ # T ST Fehell B

The case of CNG
HusTSiY T ISTEI0T

Taken together, these mechanisms significantly alter the stringency of these regulations.
THAfRF 9 A 3¢ aF A 77 37 TafaaAl & FoRar # Sea@sa &7 & aRafdd # &d ¢
Which raises a fundamental question: What is the purpose of a regulation?

Y Teh HA3T I Scloet glcll o: Tehdll faferaster a1 3egeg T g2
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Regulation should shape markets rather than simply accommodate prevailing market
preferences.

fafarase &1 3¢ hael TAATET ST TTATASATIHT & ITET T I STelell 71e1, SToeh qTART Y
fe=mm & gl =g e

India’s own experience with compressed natural gas (CNG) illustrates the point.

TR s 3w (CNG) & A1 AR T 19T IHTeTd H LT T IS HIAT

Once policy support aligned with regulatory certainty, manufacturers rapidly introduced
CNG variants.

aasﬁﬁvmmwwﬁﬁwmﬁﬁaamakmwgm as fATanit & ofrer & dwersh
HEHIOT TEJ W T

Regulation can create markets as much as respond to them.

RfATas e SR 1 gfafshar g d WAT 18T I8, ST AT SToTR T 3cdeed R ThdT g

To put this in perspective: manufacturers’ voluntary commitments already average nearly
20% EV share by 2030, with several original equipment manufacturers aiming for 30% or
higher.

afees 7 & ot fAATansit i Fafoos afaaeydant gger &1 2030 & eeTseT 20% §dY RFdary
&1 3 g2iiel §, STafes &S e 39ator fastar (OEMs) 30%mmm¢a¢ra&wr@§0%|

In effect, the revised regulation attempts only half of what the industry itself has committed
to

areda #, Gnfaa Rfaasre 3caer garT Fa3 & 918 fAaaydr &1 shael 3T 8 &) 9Ted et
T JATH AT B |

The timing also matters.

AT o FAgea T B

India remains heavily dependent on imported crude, exposing the economy to geopolitical
shocks, imported inflation and currency pressures.

AR 378 off Jmanfare Fedt Ae W 3rcafes el B, Tored 3rdiegaear siusr=ifas siea,
3raTfere FHgTEfer Tt FaT Waet garat & gf FdeeTeler el B &

Strengthening fuel-efficiency standards is therefore not merely an environmental objective.
SATAT $EeT Z&TAT AAHI hl Gg& Fellell shalol Teh TLTaR0NT 36T el &

It is an energy-security strategy, an industrial policy and a macroeconomic imperative.
Ig Teh Froll Y&t T0ehifer, Uah Jiteaifore fa aar v warfle snfdes srfeardan &

These developments highlight the urgency and significance of revising India’s CAFE norms,
as they offer an opportunity to address a macroeconomic vulnerability while helping meet
India’s Glasgow commitment on energy efficiency.

Y fAHTT ART 3 CAFE HATA®RT & M ST dlchlioehdT 3R Hga ol I@ifehd id 8, Faieh 3
gaTE 3w FaeTefiedr 1 AT FI & TTT-TTY FolT gaTdT ot HRT ST g
UfAEHaT O F T ITER T TETT F & |

Al's next test — reaching India’s informal women worker

T3S FY 33TrelT T8 — HRAT Y ST maﬁaﬁmﬂﬁﬁwqﬁml

India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat by 2047 rests on whether the productivity gains
unlocked by artificial intelligence (Al) are broadly shared or concentrated among those
already well-served.

2047 e AT SR 1 ferem 7 R 1 arn 8 o1 W 38R el § o e geftrra (A)
& YIS SEUTGHAT AR ST FF & TH T TETA § AT el 3o7 AT b WA 3§ 1 & S
TEe U & SEeR Graumsit ¥ et ¢ |

Al is_reshaping value chains across agriculture, logistics, health care and financial
services.
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F i gefawar (A) FR, afaferw, Fareeg ar qur fadr et afea afee & & 7
AEasit T AR F E

The design choices in these systems, who they are built for, whose data they train on, and
whose languages they speak, will determine whether this transformation amplifies India’s
inclusive growth story or adds a dimension to structural inequalities.

3o7 yunforal & fZatsT ety wAfAear?, 3 s fav {efaa i Jrdr &, s 3er w aiRifaa
BT & T foreT ATt 7 FRT Tt §, TET TR el i a8 aRade aRa i garash e

AT T Ye& I T ACATCH FFATAATIHT 1 3R Ferea|

About 82% of working women in India are in informal employment according to a 2018 ILO
report, spanning agriculture, home-based production, domestic services and micro-
enterprises.

2018 #Y ILO R & TR, HR T FITHT 82% HRIA Afgell Irwarfod JsraR & HRRA 8,
oo F, Tl FeuTeet, Te VAT TAT FEH 3GTH ATAA 3|

The gender implications of Al adoption are, above all, a question of economic inclusion.
TIHTE & HYAT & AT THIT T TG TR FATALUT HT 2T & |

India’s Al Governance Guidelines, released in November 2025, set out seven guiding
principles, including fairness and equity; translating these into gender-responsive
outcomes is both a governance priority and a development opportunity.

AGEY 2025 H SIRT AR T Tt =T feanfadeit (Al Governance Guidelines) # &re
Antee® Rigwia FeaiRa fFe v €, Sree frsaatar 3R gamerar off anfae §; 3¢ dfire-
Fagerelter aRomHT 3 aRafcia e amaer St AT et & WAy A & U AgcaquT
HaET A Bl

As UN Women has warned, Al is already reimagining reality for billions, but it is still getting
women wrong; without gender-responsive design, testing and oversight, it risks amplifying
stereotypes, discrimination and digital violence instead of expanding opportunity.

ST T3 uet gt o Iaraett & B, FTeT TafwET (Al) TEe 81 3RS ol o Siiaet

e a3 T deel W1 &, fohd Tg 31 ot Afoait & Test & 3afeia &9 & Rl 71T 9 W &;
ARrw-waeeelier Bomss, Tator qUT AR & 373 F g AT T FATAR et F T T
Fiearfedr, sigena 31k fBfoed a1 Ft o &1 AW 3cue FAT &

In agriculture and informal work

T 3itv srwafea w8 71

Al holds considerable promise for Indian farmers through precision agriculture applications,
real-time advisory on crop health, input optimisation and market access.

Fi¥w gt (Al) R frumet & fov aReger F (Precision Agriculture), wae FareeT
W IS TAT 9T 1A, wwawmw@ﬁgﬁmﬁ%mmﬁ
3Tcaftie HHIGATT SEqd FA B

With 76.9% of rural women engaged in agriculture as in Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) 2023-24 reporting, women are a primary constituency.

ATt 43 I FI&AUT (PLFS) 2023-24 & 3TN, FTHOT AREIHT 7 & 76.9% P A TN ES €,
safaT AfgATT 58 &1 T 97T RauRe &

Early evidence is telling: a 2024 study of Farmer.Chat, deployed across 12 States, found
that 61% of women users reported improved quality of life within 45 days, with engagement
levels two to three times those of male users.

YR GHIOT Secl@eld g1 12 AT H &19] Farmer.Chat W U a7 2024 & U 3reqaer A
T 91T o 61% Higoll SUANIThcl 1311 ¥ 45 feat o 87X 3797eT St Y J0TaET H R 1 Faram
&Y YT SoTehT FEHTHINCAT T T SUAITRATIHT hT JoleAT & & & clie =T 31feeh 2|
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¢ While the specific design features driving this outcome require further documentation, the
results suggest that when Al agricultural tools reach women, keeping in mind language,
land access patterns, mobility constraints, and relevance, meaningful engagement
follows.

JCITT 38 IROMHA & NS HRI et arelt Taferse Bamger fadhaansit &1 3} 31U gerae 3naas
&, o o IO I Hehet &l § Toh ST w3mm$ 3menfa FT¥ 3qor AfGe3it oen o7ehr amam, a7fer
T TET F TIE, HARTHA Foeh HASHT AT FUTAT THAFAT HY T H TG G I
IS Ardieh T GiATRerd gief g1

¢ Building on this foundation, three areas merit focused attention as India scales its Al
deployment.

SH IR T 3T 5 §V, HR IR TIHTE F ST ITANT & TR o6 2Rre oot 8= o3 faehy
€T TEIT ST AT g |

Governance priorities

T At T fAsane

e First, gender impact assessments.
JUH, AT T AT |

¢ The India Al Governance Guidelines’ principles of fairness and equity require
operationalisation through proportionate gender impact assessments for Al systems
affecting economic opportunity, welfare access or safety for women and girls.

HI U3TS et feenfarden & frsaatar 3R gaTar deelt fRcuiar 1 afgansit sk afowst &
aﬁﬁm,mmﬂmaﬁwqgamwaﬁwﬁaﬁma@wﬁmﬁé?

ToIT 3ugera dAfa warrar srarerell & AETH A SFAER & o] v STl 3Taeas &

e These should examine whether outcomes vary by sex, location, caste, disability and work
status, and whether redressal mechanisms are accessible in regional languages.

319 g ST ST T ¢ foh uRome faier, T, snfa, feeamrar gar &1 fRyfa & 3marR )
w1 & a1 =181, 3R o Rrwrara faror @ e smanait 7 gorer )

o Where Al decisions on credit, employment or welfare cannot be explained, trust suffers
disproportionately among marginalised groups.

18T 0T, VTR 37UAT Fd10T T o0 T3 Aot 6 sarear 77 7 37 Gahd!, 987 g1 e «)
e worgl & o fereamar 3= &9 & yenfad giar ¢

e Similarly, Gender Responsive Budgeting offers a practical test for decisions on Al spend.
53t g, Ao Seerdt aifear vang s & Gaferd fAoiat & fov veh caragies alieTor sedd
EXGINS

e For any significant Al investment, four questions can be applied: which women will benefit;
which specific barrier (access, language, safety or capability) is being addressed; how
outcomes will be measured; and which budget line will finance corrective action if results fall
short.

ferdll ot Ageaqot v fader & fov TR weeT o9 fohT ST Feved € ToheT ATttt &t oirer glam;
PloT-3T FarfRISe STeIT (TET, T, GRET 3721 &TAT) G BT 1T TET &; TROMAT 7 AT Hy febar
SITTaTT; AT Ffe; TROTH 3967 & A g, Al GURTcHD HRATS T [aadIvoT e aordrr #71g &
R SITTaTT|

e Second, Al literacy as public infrastructure.
G, A A ATEET & F9 H TIHTE WIERaAT|

e Access to tools is a necessary but not sufficient condition for inclusion.
SO o TE T TR & AT e ot 8, Wi wafied 7 ¥

e Training programmes for women in informal work must be designed around their time
constraints, literacy levels and livelihood contexts.
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HHATST FTF F TolaoT Afgen3it & AT GfASTOT FIsHH IoThr HT ol AT, |reidar T
T arshifaeT gt TRFERAAY & eae F T@a IR 5w o= el

Embedding Al literacy within Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NRLM), Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY)
and Skill India, with linkages to Mission Shakti’s Sakhi network, would allow trusted
community infrastructure to carry new digital capability.

1T ATeT AT ITaT — TSET ATHIOT TS fahT AT (DAY-NRLM), Eetedrer IUTedr™
FT#YoT FlRrer ASTAT (DDU-GKY) TUT Ravet 3231 7 w3ns Arardr &I, e afda & gdft sead
A Sgd gU, TiEATerd FXe § FARaHA1T HIHeT A e & Areas § =15 Bforee avwar o1
TR T gIa |

The measure of success should be outcome-based: did this help a woman access an
entitlement, navigate a platform, or move to better-paid work?

AT T ATIGS TROTHA-HTETRE Sl eV FA1 $ad fordly Afga 1 fohell HfUFR g Tga,
ey f3fSTeer #r 7 3TUNT et AT g AT ATl F1 T Tg e H HEracm A ?

Third, digital safety as a condition for economic participation.

e, 3l smaferdt BT gaderd & v 7 RBfdee gam|

Technology-facilitated gender-based violence, including deepfakes, online harassment
and non-consensual imagery, creates a measurable “chilling effect”, discouraging
women from participating fully in digital economic spaces.

wienfarRr-giaumrea v e, oraet fave, sitremger scdser qur faar ggafa fir sfaat
FfEafad §, T AT “srasrfad THa” 3cheet la &, St Afeerait o) Rforee snfiis &= &
quT eI & ellcHTfgd X 5

The IT (Amendment) Rules, 2021 require grievance mechanisms for harmful content; the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)’s proposed mandatory
labelling of Al-generated synthetic content adds further protection.

o= Sl (weiterer) e, 2021 gifoene ael & fow Rierre farer @ &1 aaure
A & 76 saTeiaad 3R GEaT R FT (MeitY) arT wamé-fFafia Hie awah &
37forard et F1 e 3T Rerd et Jare FAT B |

Effective implementation, with accessible survivor-facing remedies in regional languages,
is a prerequisite for women’s sustained digital participation.

ey T3t 3 Goror NiFa-F R swarIens surat afgd wsre srficags afgensit H qaa
e smiardt & fow v Hfaard qaerd §1

The National Commission for Women’s review of cyber laws provides evidence-based
recommendations warranting timely inter-ministerial action.

T AT AT CTRT WIS FleTad| hT HHNET HATTC HAT-HATTAY FIETS T 38T Hlel
ATl HIET-TUTRE AT Tl Fhl 81

Al prosperity for all

Tt & fore vams wepefr

India has built substantial Al infrastructure in a short period: the IndiaAl Mission, the
BHASHa Interface for India (BHASHINI) multilingual platform, the Al Governance
Guidelines and targeted cross-sector partnerships.

HRA o 37e9 T F TATCT UIHTE HGEIGAT FI AT fhar §, Toraa gfamesns e, swa
$IT9T SETHH (BHASHINI) e F, TS A fEenferder, amaf@aa‘g—a%ﬁ‘ermsmﬁﬁ
afeafaa €

The India Al Impact Summit 2026 showed that these ambitions are matched by a growing
ecosystem of practitioners, innovators and civil society.
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i3 vané sRlae affiT 2026 A TERTd 3 & o1 HgcaTehialiail & 16T sqagR fadhw=i,
AANTAYR TUT AT FHTST T Ueh Tl Bl g3 AR FEAFART T Forehferet & Ter B

The opportunity is to ensure that the productivity gains from this infrastructure reach those
at the base of the economic pyramid, viz., women farmers, home-based workers, self-
help group members, platform participants.

AT T FATRTT FA F1 8 o 58 ITERTAT A T SeqtgehdT ored 3T RAfAE & e w1
ey S, 3rafe] Afem e, e¥e Friwarst, Tad Ferar qag! A gewl, aur e w=t
& gl o 9gd|

This requires deliberate design: in procurement standards, training programmes, safety
frameworks and the measurement of success.

g8 T @lie ATeTT, TIRIETOT FTAHAT, GI&T TG TAT Fhedl & AT & Giordiiord
s Y 3T HAT B

By 2047, the measure of India’s Al success should not be aggregate indicators alone, but
whether women in informal work have gained meaningful, productive access to the tools
and opportunities that Al enables.

2047 deh HRA T TITE WH AT I ATIGS hdol THTSCIT Hhdleh oTal glell dNe T, dfoh Ig gl
T1fgw o TS F1 7 TereeT A3t T THTE CaRT 3T FAT T 3THION 3R 3@t
T T TUT SedTeh T T I 85 & AT e |

That is the standard consistent with Viksit Bharat, and it is within India’s reach.

T A TAT R BT HTUROT & 3eT6T ATh &, HR Tg 6 1 I T R |

GS Paper IlI: Internal Security 28 July 2026

TOPICS COVERED

28J7 | Former Chhattisgarh official arrested by ED in PMLA case

qd Sedlaere s H PMLA A 7 $31  fwrar R
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Former Chhattisgarh official
arrested by ED in PMLA case

RAIPUR

The Directorate of Enforce-
ment has arrested Taman
Singh Sonwani, the former
Chairman of the Chhattis-
garh Public Service Com-
mission (CGPSC), in a mo-
ney laundering case
related to an alleged scam
in CGPSC recruitments.
“The ED Raipur Zonal
Office, has arrested Taman
Singh Sonwani, the then
Chairman of the CGPSC, in
the case relating to the cor-
ruption, question-paper
leak and manipulation of
the CGPSC State Service
Examinations, under the
provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), 2002. Taman
Singh Sonwani was arrest-
ed on July 25 under Section
19 of the PMLA and pro-
duced before the Hon’ble
Special Court (PMLA), Rai-
pur, which has remanded
him to the custody of the
ED for a period of seven
days, up to July 30,” said an

The alleged scam was reported
when Congress was in power.

ED official.

The CGPSC case per-
tains to alleged irregulari-
ties in the selection of can-
didates in the CGPSC
recruitment examinations
conducted in the years
2021 and 2022 when Mr.
Sonwani was the Chair-
man. The Central Bureau
of Investigation, which is
probing the predicate of-
fice, had earlier arrested
him and he was in judicial
custody. It is also alleged
that the relatives of Mr.
Sonwani as well as other
influential persons were
selected as the examina-

tion process was
compromised.

The proceeds of crime
were collected partly in
cash and partly routed
through layered banking
transactions and hence the
ED entered the probe, the
agency said in a statement.

“Investigation further
revealed that the recruit-
ment rules of the CGPSC
were amended in 2021 so
as to remove the word “ne-
phew” from the definition
of “family”, thereby facili-
tating the selection of the
relatives of Taman Singh
Sonwani. The proceeds of
crime were collected part-
ly in cash and partly routed
through layered banking
transactions. In his state-
ment recorded under Sec-
tion 50 of the PMLA, 2002,
he gave evasive and non-
cooperative replies and
suppressed material facts,”
the ED official said.

The alleged scam was
reported when the Con-
gress was in power in the
State.

28J7. Former Chhattisgarh official arrested by ED in PMLA case
qd Sataerg AfUSR H PMLA A 7 $31 a fIRwar )

The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) has arrested Taman Singh Sonwani, the former
Chairman of the Chhattisgarh Public Service Commission (CGPSC), in a money
laundering case related to an alleged scam in CGPSC recruitments.

Y& [y (ED) o SeliWaTg dle {aT AT (CGPSC) & Jd 3eqat ane fig |ierared &t
CGPSC 87t # e aierel ¥ 7S treT AereT (Helt diifegar) HFe & fTRTaR fhar g |

e “The ED Raipur Zonal Office has arrested Taman Singh Sonwani, the then Chairman of
the CGPSC, in the case relating to the corruption, question-paper leak and manipulation of
the CGPSC State Service Examinations, under the provisions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002.

"§2Y & TA AT ST ¥ CGPSC & Aehlellet HEART Tl Rig WeTarel) Y HSETAR, TR
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i TUT CGPSC U= VAT TNETIHAT 7 §Th T T T ATl H €T e faror sftfagsr
(PMLA), 2002 & JTaeIT=lt & dgd PRFar fRar gl

Taman Singh Sonwani was arrested on July 25 under Section 19 of the PMLA and
produced before the Hon’ble Special Court (PMLA), Raipur, which has remanded him to the
custody of the ED for a period of seven days, up to July 30,” said an ED official.

ana fiiE Qiare! I 25 FA1$ ST PMLA S €RT 19 & dgd TREAR foham I 3R 3¢ e
AT (PMLA), TR 3 FHET Tl foham a1, forael 3¢ 30 Felté oeh AT fott & forw §3
$r fgurgd 7 A feam,” v §9) sy ¥ e

The CGPSC case pertains to alleged irregularities in the selection of candidates in the
CGPSC recruitment examinations conducted in the years 2021 and 2022 when Mr.
Sonwani was the Chairman.

CGPSC &7 Ig ATHAT 2021 3 2022 # 3mafaid CGPSC #dt adiamsit & 3rafi & T &
FAT JrfAIATA3T T GEfoa g, S 4 Aerarsd) 3maeT & 3reget 3

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), which is probing the predicate offence, had
earlier arrested him and he was in judicial custody.

FERT AT SR (CBI), S AT I (Predicate Offence) &I Sid & T&T &, o 3¢
ggel &1 FTREFAR & form o7 3R o =i e 7 2

It is also alleged that the relatives of Mr. Sonwani as well as other influential persons were
selected as the examination process was compromised.

Zg off 3RIT § o adieT ufshar & gasiar forT Se & RoT s Biear & Redert aur 3
TTaRATSY ST FFAAY T T fomam aram|

The proceeds of crime were collected partly in cash and partly routed through layered
banking transactions and hence the ED entered the probe, the agency said in a statement.

TSHT & Ueh ST A e foh 3raarer § ST U (Proceeds of Crime) T e e o¥ehg H T
[ERIEEIGEIE G agwmaﬂaﬁ' (Layered Banking Transactions) & ATEIH
T AT a1, TSIEeh RO §3 2 38 HH HT ST YE |

“Investigation further revealed that the recruitment rules of the CGPSC were amended in
2021 so as to remove the word ‘nephew’ from the definition of “‘family’, thereby facilitating
the selection of the relatives of Taman Singh Sonwani.

S 7 39T g ot T1Aey 3T T 2021 H CGPSC & a1t fagaAY & ges & 'aRaEr $r
IR & 'S 2reg geT e I, ey aHe g AaarE! & RedgRT & I3« T AT gd
B3I

Pl
The proceeds of crime were collected partly in cash and partly routed through layered
banking transactions.

IR A AT U T o feT Thes 7 Tehl o 11 T o foem wg-Fardry dar A7
& ATEIH ST 1T

In his statement recorded under Section 50 of the PMLA, 2002, he gave evasive and non-
cooperative replies and suppressed material facts,” the ED official said.

PMLA, 2002 &I &IRT 50 & & Gof 9= TATT & 3egiel STrAIe =t aTeY, 3ragaerget 3w fow
AT Ageaqor a2t &1 f3urar, §3Y sy =1 e
The alleged scam was reported when the Congress was in power in the State.

g FHIA GIeTell 39 AT AT 37T AT ST Ao H HREF T TGN T 7 AT
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